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Top Rated Lawyers

The following section features attorneys who have demonstrated leadership qualities and 
have achieved the AV Preeminent rating by Martindale-Hubbell®. 

Martindale-Hubbell®, the company that has long set the standard for lawyer ratings, has supplied 
ALM with a list of Top Rated Lawyers who have achieved an AV® Preeminent® Peer Review Rating, 
the highest rating in legal ability and ethical standards. To create this section, Martindale-Hubbell® 
tapped its comprehensive database of Martindale-Hubbell® Peer Review Ratings™ to identify 
lawyers who have been rated by their peers to be AV® Preeminent™. 

Martindale Hubbell Peer Review Ratings are driven by the confidential opinions of lawyers and 
members of the judiciary who receive invitations from Martindale-Hubbell®, via an online survey 
or by mail, to provide reviews of lawyers of whom they have professional knowledge.

A complete directory of all AV® Preeminent™ lawyers can be found online at Lawyers.com® and 
Martindale.com, in the Martindale-Hubbell® Law Directory in print and CD-ROM formats, and 
online through the LexisNexis® services and at lexis.com. Attorneys shown do not constitute the 
full list of “Top Rated Lawyers”
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GEORGIA DECATUR

Steven e. Wolfe

S teve Wolfe has devoted his entire career to employee rights. He represents working 
people from all walks of life, from entry level to CEO, and throughout the private and 

public sectors.
For over fifteen years, Mr. Wolfe has represented individuals injured by employers’ 

discrimination, harassment, and retaliation. He represents plaintiffs in collective actions 
for unpaid overtime wages. He also represents executives in severance negotiations. He 
has appeared on the Daily Report’s On The Rise list (2014), holds an AV-Preeminent rating 
from Martindale-Hubble, and has been a Super Lawyer or Rising Star every year since 
becoming eligible.

Mr. Wolfe is a founding member of Legare Attwood & Wolfe, LLC, which specializes 
in employee rights work. He is a past president of the National Employment Lawyers 
Association’s Georgia affiliate and a current board member with the Atlanta Bar 
Association’s Labor & Employment Section. He is also a member of the Atlanta Volunteer 
Lawyers Foundation annual campaign steering committee.

Two Decatur Town Center
Suite 380, 125 Clairemont Avenue, Decatur, Georgia 30030

Ph: 470.823.4004  |  Fax: 470.201.1212 | sewolfe@law-llc.com  |  www.law-llc.com
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GEORGIA AtlAntA

LLoyd BeLL
W ith more than 30 years of legal experience, 

lloyd Bell has recovered hundreds of millions 

of dollars for medical malpractice and catastrophic 

injury victims. In 2022, lloyd and his team 

achieved a $75 million verdict, the largest medical 

malpractice verdict in Georgia’s history. He also 

secured a record-breaking $26 million verdict in 

2017 against a Columbus hospital and a $15 million 

verdict against the largest healthcare provider in 

Georgia. 

Spurred in part by his ability to achieve record 

verdicts, lloyd is consistently recognized as one 

of the nation’s top trial attorneys. He is the only 

Georgia attorney in the Inner Circle of Advocates, a 

prestigious invitation-only group of 100 leading trial 

attorneys in the United States. He is also a member 

of the AAJ leaders Forum, a board member of 

the American Board of trial Advocate’s Georgia 

Chapter, and is board certified by the American 

Board of Professional liability Attorneys. 

lloyd Bell also prides himself on being a leader in 

creative storytelling and utilizing technology to simplify complex medical malpractice cases in the courtroom. His 

innovative techniques and demonstratives bring client stories to life, and help cases resonate with juries. Bell law 

Firm was awarded Most Innovative law Firm by the Daily Report in 2022 for its creativity and use of technology in 

trial.

Outside the courtroom, lloyd discusses a variety of medical malpractice issues on his award-winning podcast 

“Face the Jury.” this podcast focuses on specific issues of medical malpractice in America and provides listeners 

with important safety advice to protect themselves and loved ones from medical negligence. 

Bell law Firm leads the way in courtroom innovation, patient advocacy, and justice for victims of medical 

malpractice and catastrophic injury. Whether a settlement or courtroom verdict, Bell law Firm offers superior legal 

expertise and approaches each case with an extreme level of detail. to learn more or inquire about co-counsel 

partnerships, visit www.belllawfirm.com.

G e t  A n s w e r s .  G e t  R e s u l t s .

1201 Peachtree St, nE, Suite 2000, Atlanta, GA 30361
Ph: 404.249.6768

help@belllawfirm.com | www.belllawfirm.com
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GeorGia AtlAntA

Thomas G. sampson

3355 Main Street, Atlanta, GA 30337 
ph: 404.688.4503 

t.sampson@tkstlaw.com

Thomas Kennedy sampson & TompKins, LLp

PERSONAL INJURY, WRONGFUL DEATH, MEDICAL MALPRACTICE

T homas G. Sampson is the Managing Partner of thomas Kennedy Sampson & 
tompkins, llP, the oldest minority-owned firm in Georgia. He has practiced law 

for 50 years, building a national trial practice and reputation in the fields of personal 
injury, wrongful death and medical malpractice litigation. Sampson has been listed 
in every published edition of the Best lawyers in America since 1993, and he has 
blazed trials for minorities in his profession. He has represented the City of Atlanta 
and Fortune 500° Companies in major litigation, and has prosecuted catastrophic 
injury and wrongful death cases resulting in several then record-setting, seven-figure 
verdicts. 

In 2017, Mr. Sampson received the tradition of Excellence Award from trial Practice 
Section of the State Bar of Georgia. In February, 2022, Mr. Sampson was inducted 
as a Fellow into the American College of trial lawyers, which is recognized as the 
preeminent organization of trial lawyers in north America.

GEORGIA AtlAntA

C harles l. Ruffin is a seasoned trial lawyer with an award-winning eminent 
domain practice that has included representation of a wide variety of 

national and international businesses such as real estate investment trusts, fast 
food franchisors and franchisees, hotel investors, commercial and residential real 
estate developers, convenience store chains, national drug store chains, and oil 
and gas businesses.

•	 AV® Preeminent Peer Review Rated by Martindale-Hubbell /Judicial Edition

•	 Atlanta lawyer of the Year, Eminent Domain and Condemnation law, as 
recognized by the Best lawyers in America®, years 2016 and 2020

•	 Selected for inclusion in the Best lawyers in America® in the area of 
Eminent Domain and Condemnation law, 2007 – 2024

•	 listed in Georgia Super lawyers in the area of Eminent Domain, 2014-2021

Charles l. ruffin
eminent Domain attorney

2860 Piedmont Road, nE, Atlanta, GA 30305
770.570.9011 | charles@charlesruffinlaw.com

www.charlesruffinlaw.com
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GeorGia Decatur

Stephen D. ApolinSky, eSquire

S tephen D. apolinsky is the founding member of apolinsky & associates, LLc, a preeminent personal 
injury law firm that successfully handles wrongful death and catastrophic injury cases in Georgia and 

alabama. the firm emphasizes compassion for their clients and their families as they advocate for fair 
and just compensation. the firm’s founder Stephen apolinsky has over 35 years of experience and has 
personally tried over 75 cases to verdict. the firm has recovered over $75 million dollars by way of verdicts 
and settlements.
Mr. apolinsky has been recognized as one of the top 100 trial attorneys in Georgia, recognized by Lawyers 
of Distinction for excellence in personal injury law, recognized by elite Lawyers for excellence in wrongful 
death cases, and has been included in atlanta Magazine’s prestigious Super Lawyers for over 10 straight 
years. He is also the recipient of Premier Lawyers in america Lifetime achievement for wrongful death 
litigation, and is aV Preeminent Martindale Hubbell rated which is the “highest possible rating in both legal 
ability and ethical standards reflecting the confidential opinions of members of the Bar and Judiciary.” 
Mr. apolinsky is a member of the american Board of trial advocates (aBOta) because he possesses the 
“requisite skill, integrity and experience in the special art of advocacy.” Mr. apolinsky has served on the 
Board of Directors for the DeKalb Bar association, Leadership DeKalb and Inter atlanta Fc. He is a member 
of the Million and Multimillion Dollar advocates Forum, a champion Member of the Georgia trial Lawyers 
association, and is a member of the atlanta Bar association, as well as a founding member of atlanta 
united Fc. 

150 east Ponce de Leon avenue, Suite 200, Decatur, Georgia 30030
office: 404.377.9191  |  fax: 404.745.0073  |  email: steve@aa-legal.com

www.aa-legal.com

GEORGIA ATLANTA

J oseph R. Neal, Jr., Esq., the AV Pre-Eminent rated principal and founder of NEAL LAW, where “Justice is our 
Commandment,” is a veritable Warrior for Justice. Mr. Neal has over 30 years of trial experience as lead counsel, is a 

second-generation Georgia trial lawyer, and the son of retired Augusta trial lawyer Joseph R. Neal, Esq.. Joe began his 
legal career in 1993 as a felony prosecutor for the Augusta Judicial Circuit, and tried nearly 100 jury trials in his first three 
years of practicing law. Since 1996, Mr. Neal has provided first class legal representation for innocent victims of catastrophic 
injury and wrongful death all over the State of Georgia, including in trucking cases, brain injury cases, fire and burn cases, 
premises liability cases, third party work injury cases, medical malpractice cases, and other serious tort cases. In 2018-
2019, and 2022 (excluding covid years 2020-2021), Neal Law obtained over $17,100,000 in verdicts and settlements – in 
wrongful death and serious injury cases involving premises liability, motor vehicle wrecks, and medical malpractice in 
Gwinnett, Fulton, Richmond and Dekalb Counties. Mr. Neal is a certified graduate of Trial Lawyer’s University (2021-2022), 
the American Assoc. for Justice’s Ultimate Trial Advocacy Course, The Art of Persuasion, at Harvard Law School (2012), and 
Gerry Spence’s Trial Lawyer’s College (2000-2001). Mr. Neal is highly selective of the people he represents, but when he 
makes the commitment, you will not find a more a zealous or compassionate advocate for a client than Joe Neal, he will 
literally fight to the death if necessary to obtain justice for his client. Mr. Neal is a 2023 Gold Client Champion, a lifetime 
member of the Multi-Million Dollar Advocates Forum, known as the Top Trial Lawyers of America®, and has been selected 
for inclusion in Georgia’s Top-Rated Lawyers from 2014-2023, America’s Top 100 Attorneys and Top 100 High Stakes 
Litigators, the National Trial Lawyers Top 100, and the Best Attorneys of America. Mr. Neal prides himself in being a champion for the underdog, the 
ordinary citizen of Georgia, loves trying cases before juries, and has a knack for winning difficult cases against powerful entities. Mr. Neal both welcomes 
and enjoys referral and co-counseling relationships with other trial lawyers in the litigation and trial of complex damages cases. If you have a substantial 
damages case you need help on, just give us a call and we will be glad to assist. 

Joseph R. Neal, JR., esq.
CatastRophiC iNJuRies & WRoNgful Death

No. 18, Buckhead Village, 3017 Bolling Way, NE, Atlanta, Georgia 30305
 Off: 470.248.4429 | Cell: 706.829.6229 (c) I fax: 678.669.2289

joenealjr@neal-law.com | www.neal-law.com 

Neal laW
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GEORGIA AugustA

Tanya D. JefforDs

Tanya D. Jeffords is a successful trial lawyer who protects and defends her clients in the 
areas of criminal law, family law, employment and labor law, personal injury law, and civil 

rights litigation. Her motto for success is Preparation and the Power of Prayer. she earned 
her undergraduate degree from Augusta state university and her Juris Doctorate from 
Mercer university, Walter F. george school of Law in 2001. she is licensed to practice law 
in both georgia and south Carolina. Mrs. Jeffords believes in helping her clients and their 
families to find solutions to their problems within the judicial system by way of fierce and 
caring advocacy. some clients have nicknamed her the “tiger”.

Mrs. Jeffords has successfully argued before the supreme Court of georgia and was 
named one of the top Young Attorneys in georgia-by-georgia super Lawyers Magazine in 
2011. she was named one of the top 100 trial Lawyers by the National trial Lawyers in 2012. 
she was instrumental in developing the process for the Augusta Judicial Circuit Drug Court 
program and is the defense lawyer for Drug Court. In 2013, she received the state Hero 
Award from the Judicial Council and Administrative Office of the Courts for outstanding 
service to the accountability courts of georgia. In 2015, she was named one of the top 100 
National Black Lawyers.

The Law offices of Tanya D. JefforDs & associaTes, P.c.
437 Walker street, Augusta, gA 30901 | 1431 Richland Avenue West, Aiken, sC 29801
t: 706.722.3019 | F: 762.224.2946 (Augusta), | t: 803.226.0001, F: 803.226.0571 (Aiken)
 www.jeffordslaw.com

GEORGIA Roswell

The hilberT law Firm, llC & AdR GeorGia, llC
205 Norcross street, roswell, GA 30075
Ph: 770.551.9310  |  Fax: 770.551.9311

www.hilbertlaw.com  |  www.adrgeorgia.com

Kurt r. Hilbert
BUSINESS, REAL ESTATE, CoNSTITUTIoNAL & 
EMPLoYMENT LITIGATIoN ANd MEdIATIoN

Kurt R. Hilbert is the founder and Managing Member of The Hilbert law Firm, llC 
and ADR Georgia llC. A certified mediator, seasoned litigator and expert witness 

in several GA cases involving real property, Mr. Hilbert considers himself a counselor 
and advocate and he has crafted a practice that focuses on constitutional, business and 
contract litigation, all aspects of real estate litigation, and employment litigation matters 
in both state and federal courts. 

Mr. Hilbert specializes in analyzing complex matters and finding successful outcomes. 
Mr. Hilbert oversees all matters and cases at the firm to provide comprehensive 
customer service. He believes that each client’s needs are unique and singular. Recent 
accolades include recognition as a superlawyer in 2021-2023, being voted Best Full 
service law Firm by GA Business Journal Best of Georgia Awards, 2022, “Best Attorney” 
by Family life Publications Best of life Awards 2017-2019; a 2021-2023 Top 100 Civil 
Defense litigators in the Country and continually rated by Martindale-Hubble as an AV 
Preeminent Attorney. His success comes from his ability to maintain a flexible working 
environment that allows the Hilbert law team to use their well-established foundation of 
knowledge to dissect the details of each unique matter, listen to each client’s needs and 
create and implement a plan to accomplish the goals of each client.

Through Mr. Hilbert’s guidance and management, Hilbert law has crafted a unique 
team of capable attorneys that provide skillful representation that is versatile, efficient and 
personal, achieving results in court and in alternative forums that other firms are afraid to 
tackle. It is a dynamic law firm well-appointed to listen and protect the client’s needs, solve 
their problems and give back to the community in a meaningful and productive way. 
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GeorGia Macon

Duke R. GRooveR

Duke Groover focuses his law practice on commercial and business 
litigation, including business torts, class actions and complex commercial 

cases. over the years, he has resolved complex matters for a wide variety 
of businesses and public entities. Mr. Groover’s experience includes serving 
as lead counsel in numerous trials, arbitrations, appellate arguments, 
court appearances and mediations. He has prosecuted and defended 
successfully a number of multimillion-dollar disputes on behalf of various 
clients. additionally, as General counsel for the Georgia Farm Bureau Mutual 
Insurance company, the largest domestic insurer in Georgia, Mr. Groover has 
developed an expertise in insurance law and regulation. Mr. Groover also 
represents physician practices and hospitals in connection with regulatory 
issues and complex litigation.

insurance Law, Commercial Litigation, Business and Commercial

James-Bates-BRannan-GRooveR-LLp
231 Riverside Drive, Macon, Ga 31201 

ph: 478.749.9931  |  fax: 478.742.8720  |  jamesbatesllp.com

GeorGia Roswell

Melody Swilling, eSq.

Melody swilling graduated from University of 
Georgia with a Bachelor’s Degree in 2005 

and later graduating from Florida Coastal school 
of law in 2008. she immediately began practicing 
law helping families who were struggling 
with housing and job instability through her 
bankruptcy practice. However, Melody knew she 
could help more Georgia families by transitioning 
to a family law practice, and did so exclusively in 
2010 before founding her own law firm, swilling 
Family law Firm, llC, in 2020. Melody is trained 
as a family law litigator, mediator, arbitrator and 
Guardian Ad litem. Melody swilling has also 
served on the Atlanta Bar Association’s editorial 
Board and the Cobb County Family law section 
leadership, Melody has presented to peers at 
seminars, and been published nationally for her leading insights into family law. she has 
been recognized as a 2018 legal elite attorney, and Best Family law Attorney in North 
Fulton for 2021-2022. she has been named a super lawyers Rising star since 2019 and the 
Amicable Divorce Network Amicable Advocate of the Year for 2022. she has experience 
with same sex family advocacy and complex custody cases. Melody has been recognized 
by peers as a strong advocate who offers child centered advice to clients.

11115 Houze Road, suite 100
Roswell, Georgia 30076

Ph: 678.646.6755  |  Melody@swillingfamilylaw.com 
www.swillingfamilylaw.com

Attorney, GuArdiAn Ad Litem & mediAtor

GeorGia AtlAntA

5555 Glenridge Connector, Suite 200
Atlanta , GA 30342

Phone: 404.255.9838  |  lisa@lisasiegellaw.com
www.lisasiegellaw.com

Lisa smith siegeL

L isa Smith Siegel, a Social Security 
Disability attorney, has practiced law 

for 34 years in the state of Georgia. She is 
an AV-rated, Super lawyer, and legal Elite 
honoree. With a background in civil litigation 
and healthcare legislation as a Congressional 
legislative Fellow, lisa has combined her 
interest in law and public health. Since 2012, 
she has focused her practice entirely on 
Social Security Disability. A fierce advocate, 
she represents claimants of all ages before 
the Social Security Administration and at 
the Federal Court level. When not in the 
courtroom, she meets personally with each 
client, assuring that she knows the client and 
understands the case before stepping into 
court on the client’s behalf. She is a member 
of the national Organization of Social Security Claimants Representatives; the Georgia Bar; 
the Atlanta Bar Association, the Federal Bar Association and the American Bar Association. 
She speaks regularly on Social Security Disability for lawyers and health care professionals. 
In addition to speaking at professional events, she blogs regularly on disability, public 
health and poverty legislation.  
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GeorGia AtlAntA

Lawrence a. cooper

During more than 40 years of practice, larry 
Cooper has represented parties successfully 

in cases involving complex divorce, custody, 
catastrophic personal injury, wrongful death, 
medical malpractice, legal malpractice, complex 
commercial litigation, and has served as a civil 
and domestic mediator. He has successfully 
tried significant jury cases involving medical 
malpractice, wrongful death, brain damage, 
spinal cord injury, blindness, traumatic injury, and 
invasion of privacy. He has also tried both jury 
and non-jury complex divorce and custody cases. 
larry and his law firm COHEn, COOPER, EStEP & 
AllEn, llC also represent parties in complex 
commercial disputes. 

He received his Master of laws from Emory 
University and has taught for many years at the 
Emory law School trial techniques Program. larry has also taught at the Emory law 
School Professionalism Program. He is AV rated® by Martindale-Hubbell since 1989, 
the highest lawyer rating. larry has also been chosen by his peers as one of Georgia’s 
Super lawyers from 2009 through 2023. He is a member of the Georgia trial lawyers 
Association, Southern trial lawyers Association, and Old Warhorse lawyers Club. larry 
is also a past president of the Family law Section of the Cobb County Bar Association.

3330 Cumberland Blvd., Suite 600, Atlanta, GA 30339 
ph: 404.814.0000 (ext. 206) | fax: 404.816.8900 | direct dial: 404.816.9300 

lacooperatty@mindspring.com | lcooper@ccealaw.com 
www.ccealaw.com

cohen, cooper, estep &  
aLLen, LLc

FAMILY LAW, PERSONAL INJURY, CIVIL LITIGATION

GeorGia AtlAntA

RobeRt g. wellon

For over 40 years, Rob Wellon
has dedicated his legal career to

professionally and empathetically
achieving successful resolution for
individuals in divorce, custody, and other
complex litigation.

He graduated from Emory College and
Stetson law School and is a part-time
adjunct professor at Emory School of law,
where he created and wrote a course
book for a family law advocacy course.
As a former Chairman of the litigation
Section and past President of the Atlanta
Bar Association, Rob has been recognized
for his leadership and effective advocacy. 
He helped found, and served, as first 
President of the Weltner Family law Inn
of Court and founded the Atlanta College of trial Advocacy.

In 2012, Rob was honored to receive the Justice thomas O. Marshall
Professionalism Award from the State Bar. He was named a Super lawyer
(2004-2023) and named among Georgia trend’s “legal Elite”.  He has also 
been named to Who’s Who in American law for the past 25 years.

Rob welcomes the opportunity to serve clients during the most
emotional and financially challenging time in their lives by guiding them
to result-oriented resolution.

RobeRt g. wellon, esq.
family law

Attorney and Counselor at law
2300 Centennial tower, 101 Marietta Street

Atlanta, Georgia 30303
www.wellonfamilylaw.com

GeorGia AtlAntA

Tim Bailey

Tim Bailey is the descendant of 3 
generations of hard working coal 

miners.  Growing up in a blue collar 
world, he was witness to the devastation 
brought upon workers and their families 
as a result of death and serious injuries 
in industrial settings.  It should be no 
surprise that he has spent over 30 years 
litigating on behalf of workers and their 
families finding themselves victims of 
such circumstances.  His practice has 
taken him all over the United States 
representing miners, mill workers, timber 
cutters, oil and gas rig workers, linemen and construction workers just 
to name a few industries with which he and his firm have been involved.  
Additionally, his work has included national and regional class actions and 
major construction litigation.  His firm Bailey Javins & Carter has offices 
in Atlanta and in West Virginia.  He is licensed in Georgia, West Virginia 
and Kentucky.  He holds an AV rating for highest legal ability and ethics 
from Martindale Hubbell and serves on several state and national lawyer 
organizations. 

Charleston, WV and Atlanta, GA
www.baileyjavinscarter.com | www.bjc4ga.com

Bailey Javins & CarTer, lC

GeorGia AtlAntA

800 Johnson Ferry Road, n.E., Atlanta, GA 30342
Ph: 404.497.8015 | Fax: 404.497.8019
nedf@lawfg.com | www.lawfg.com

edward (ned) Flynn, iii

Flynn & Gottlieb, P.a.

Personal injury, WronGFul deatH, Medical MalPractice

ned Flynn has over 35 years 
experience as a trial attorney, 

and has handled many personal injury 
and death cases throughout Georgia. 
his goal is to provide every client with 
superior legal representation with 
compassion and care.

mr. Flynn’s practice typically 
focuses on cases involving wrongful 
death and serious injuries, such as 
truck wrecks, car wrecks, motorcyle 
and bicycle accidents, and injuries 
and deaths caused by dangerous 
property (trip & falls, rapes, 
shootings, etc.) mr. Flynn routinely 
handles spine injuries and brain  
injury cases, including neck & back 
surgeries, paralysis, tBI, broken bones, herniated discs, severe burns and 
scarring. his experience enables him to obtain exceptional recoveries for 
his clients.
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GeorGia AlphArettA

John A. (Tony) Love

Love Consumer law (lCl) was founded 
to provide Georgia consumers with the 

legal protection and representation they are 
entitled to and deserve. the firm’s founder, 
John A. (tony) love, has over 30 years of 
litigation experience in state and federal courts 
throughout the United States. he represented 
one of the country’s largest consumer reporting 
agencies in Fair Credit reporting Act (FCrA) 
cases for over 20 years. he was a member 
of the trial practice groups of several major 
law firms, including over 13 years with King & 
Spalding, Atlanta’s largest law firm. Mr.  love 
has represented clients in FCrA and personal 
injury jury trials through verdict. he has been continuously rated AV-preeminent 
by Martindale-hubbell, the country’s longest-serving attorney rating service, for 
over 18 years.

lCl brings its unique, comprehensive, FCrA and consumer protection 
experience, combined with Big law litigation background, to bear for 
consumers who have been harmed by inaccurate credit reports, identity 
theft, and unfair business practices. lCl is selective about the cases it accepts 
and is dedicated to providing its clients with responsive, personal, dedicated 
representation in every case. 

2500 Northwinds parkway, Suite 330, Alpharetta, GA 30009
phone (404) 855-3600 | tlove@loveconsumerlaw.com

www.loveconsumerlaw.com
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