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Top Rated Lawyers

california San FranciSco

a versatile, highly experienced, complex case trial lawyer, 
John o’connor has for over 40 years devoted a significant 

portion of his practice to attorneys and attorney fee disputes, both 
as an expert witness and as a litigator. From years of evaluating, 
assessing, and litigating fees, o’connor brings a depth of expertise 
and context as an expert witness that only an experienced litigator 
can offer in fee disputes.
 o’connor has tried a wide variety of cases in federal, state 
and arbitration courts throughout the country, including not only 
professional liability, attorney fee, and law firm buy-out cases, but 
also intellectual property, anti-trust, civil rico, aDa/disability 
discrimination, civil rights, employment, insurance coverage and bad 
faith, construction, product liability, toxic tort, defamation, fraud and 
contract, real estate, white collar criminal, and sports management, 
among others. This experience allows him to distinguish between 
efficiency and inefficiency in litigation management.
 He has frequently associated with other firms to provide trial and 
deposition assistance, either on behalf of a separate co-party or as 
co-counsel, and often serves as local counsel. o’connor and associates 
prides itself on being cooperative, responsive, and efficient.

John o’Connor 

o’Connor and assoCiates
4 Embarcadero center, Suite 1400, San Francisco, ca 94111

p: 415.693.9960  |  f: 415.692.6537 | john@joclaw.com

www.joclaw.com

“nation’s Top attorney fee Expert” – Thenalfa.org

California oakland

K. ChiKe Odiwe 
K. Chike odiwe is an associate at the California based, national law 

firm, Burris, nisenbaum, Curry and lacy, llP. Mr. odiwe has extensive 
experience representing clients in Civil Rights cases with a specialty in Police 
Misconduct actions. Mr. odiwe is widely recognized for his work in Civil Rights 
litigation. Mr. odiwe fights for people when powerful institutions violate their 
rights. Standing up to these institutions can mean protecting people from 
discrimination at their job or suing the police when they have caused a person 
harm or lied about their case. In addition, Mr. odiwe represents individuals 
whose rights have been violated and larger groups in class action lawsuits to end 
systemic injustice. Mr. odiwe has been invited to publish articles by the american 
Bar association (aBa). Mr. odiwe has also been peer selected multiple times 
for inclusion in The Best lawyers in america and the northern California Super 
lawyers. He is also a life Member of the Million dollar advocate’s Forum, for 
those attorneys who have achieved multi-million-dollar awards or settlements for 
their clients.  He has received the highest peer-review rating for legal ability and 
ethical standards from Martindale-Hubbell.

7677 oakport Street, Suite 1120, oakland, Ca 94621
Ph: (510) 839-5200 | chike.odiwe@bncllaw.com
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Top Rated Lawyers

California San FranciSco

nicole Lavallee is the Managing Partner of Berman Tabacco’s San Francisco office, a member of 
the firm’s Executive committee and co-chair of the firm’s Securities Litigation Practice Group. 

She has significant experience prosecuting complex securities actions and is a trusted advisor on asset 

recovery litigation and related matters to many of the nation’s largest pension funds and institutional 

investors. nicole has served as lead or co-lead counsel in large, complex cases in federal courts around 

the country.

nicole is ranked aV® Preeminent™ by Martindale-Hubbell® and was selected for their Bar register of 

Preeminent Women Lawyers. She has been ranked by Chambers USA in california under Litigation-
Securities (2021-2023); by Benchmark Litigation as a California State and San Francisco Litigation 
Star (2020-2023), as well as a Noted Star (2019-2020) in Plaintiff Work and Securities; and by The Best 
Lawyers in America® for Litigation-Securities and the Northern California Best Lawyers for Litigation-
Securities (2021-2023). in 2021, she was ranked as one of the Top Women Lawyers in california by the 

Daily Journal and Northern California Super Lawyers magazine named her to their lists of the Top 100 attorneys in california and the Top 50 
Women attorneys in california. She has been named a Super Lawyer by Northern California Super Lawyers magazine (2017-2022) and was 

selected by Lawdragon for its 500 Leading Plaintiff Financial Lawyers guide (2019-2022).

www.bermantabacco.com | law@bermantabacco.com

425 california Street, Ste. 2300, San Francisco
ca 94104 | Ph: 415.433.3200 

Nicole lavallee

California San FranciSco

Solomon B. Cera

201 california Street, Suite 1240, San Francisco, ca 94111
p: 415.777.2230 | f: 415.777.5189 | www.cerallp.com

M r. cera, the managing partner, has been litigating complex cases with 
the Firm for more than forty years. He has been at the forefront of the 

Firm’s nationwide practice in litigating complex class action and individual 
cases on behalf of plaintiffs. The Firm’s principal areas of practice are antitrust, 
securities, and consumer litigation. Many of the Firm’s cases are class actions. 
With unwavering commitment to its clients’ interests, the Firm establishes a close 
working relationship from initial investigation through successful resolution. The 
Firm’s nationwide class action practice, run from its San Francisco and Boston 
offices, covers a wide range of businesses and industries. The Firm’s cases often 
involve alleged accounting manipulations, misstated financial results, price 
fixing, monopolization, and/or other restraints of trade. in addition to its class 
action cases, the Firm also represents individuals and small businesses in high stakes litigation in a variety 
of areas including EriSa litigation, qui tam and whistleblower litigation, churning and unsuitability claims, 
and for breaches of fiduciary duty by officers and directors and general partners. The Firm also undertakes 
representation of individuals and businesses in arbitration, and has vast experience in obtaining mediated 
resolutions of disputes.

Cera llP
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Massachusetts Boston

Kathleen M. Donovan-Maher 

one Liberty square, Boston, MA 02109
Ph: 617.542.8300 | kdonovanmaher@bermantabacco.com | www.bermantabacco.com

Kathleen M. Donovan-Maher is 
the Managing Partner of Berman 

tabacco’s Boston office and a member of 
the firm’s Executive Committee.  Kathleen 
focuses her practice on prosecuting 
complex class actions, including securities, 
Antitrust, RICo, and ERIsA cases.  Kathleen 
has served as lead or co-lead counsel in 
large, complex cases in federal courts 
around the country.

Kathleen has a passion for advocating 
on behalf of the little guy and holding wrongdoers accountable.  
through all stages of litigation, including trial, Kathleen has helped 
recover billions of dollars for consumers, investors and institutions.

Kathleen is ranked AV® Preeminent™ by Martindale-Hubbell® and 
was selected for their Bar Register of Preeminent Women Lawyers, and 
has been recognized among the Benchmark Plaintiff top 150 Women in 
Litigation, designated a Local Litigation star by Benchmark Litigation, 
named a super Lawyer by new England super Lawyers Magazine, 
selected as one of the top Lawyers of the year by Boston Magazine 
(2021 and 2022) and selected by Lawdragon in its 500 Leading Plaintiff 
Financial Lawyers guide.

Todd R. Seelman

T odd Seelman is the managing 
partner in the Denver office of 

Lewis Brisbois. He is the national chair 
of the Antitrust & Competition Practice 
and also a member of Lewis Brisbois’ 
national lateral hiring committee. 
He has over 30 years of experience 
representing corporate clients as 
an advisor and in civil litigation 
involving antitrust, competition, 
securities, financial fraud, and complex 
commercial matters. Todd has 
extensive experience in class actions 
and multi-district litigation. Since 2008, 
Todd has been an Adjunct Professor of Antitrust and Unfair Competition 
Law at the University of Denver’s Sturm College of Law. Todd is a member 
of the American Bar Association (Antitrust and Consumer Law sections), 
the Federal Bar Association, the Colorado Bar Association (Business Law 
section), the International Bar Association (Antitrust section) and the 
Wisconsin Bar Association.

Colorado Denver

1700 Lincoln Street, Suite 4000, Denver, CO 80203
Ph: 720.292.2002 or x7202002

Todd.Seelman@lewisbrisbois.com  |  www.lewisbrisbois.com

Denver Managing Partner | Chair, Antitrust & Competition  
Member, Lateral Acquisitions Committee
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DC Washington

Cameron H. Tousi

Cameron tousi is a nationally renowned 
attorney in business, intellectual 

property (iP) and high stakes complex 
litigation matters, offering clients twenty-
eight years of legal and technological 
industry experience. he’s represented over 
700 clients.

Cameron has led trial teams for 
high-profile complex litigation matters 
with combined amounts in controversy 
exceeding $1.1 billion before numerous trial 
and appellate court venues. his cases have 
resulted in multimillion-dollar settlements 
for plaintiffs and savings for defendants. 

Cameron has received numerous awards and distinctions, including: 
induction into Marquis’ Who’s Who for professionalism and entrepreneurship; 
Martindale-hubbell’s aV Preeminent Rating; top rated honors from leading 
law journals since 2017 (the national Law Journal, Corporate Counsel, 
the american Lawyer and the Recorder); highest honors from Lawyers of 
Distinction, and numerous others.

Cameron earned his JD from the george Washington Law school, and 
also holds B.s. degrees with high honors in both electrical engineering 
and mathematics from the University of Maryland.  he writes and speaks 
extensively, with articles appearing in Bloomberg Law, Entrepreneur magazine, 
IPWatchdog and scholarly law journals, and he’s often quoted by international 
journalists about pressing legal issues. Cameron also hosts a podcast on 
entrepreneurial and socially-relevant issues. 

1701 Pennsylvania ave, nW, suite 300, Washington, DC 20006
Ph: 800.549.0787 | chtousi@ipllfirm.com

www.iplawleaders.com

 inTegraTed Professional (iP) law leaders

Looking for an 
accomplished expert?
ALM Experts has leaders in every discipline.

ONE ultimate resource includes:

• More than 15,000 profiles of leading expert witnesses

• 4,000 areas of expertise covering all 50 states

Access to a range of high-profile experts is just a click away.

Your source for experts, consultants & litigation support services.

ALMExperts.com
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