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The following section features attorneys who have demonstrated leadership qualities and have 
achieved the AV Preeminent rating by Martindale-Hubbell®. 

Martindale-Hubbell®, the company that has long set the standard for lawyer ratings, has supplied ALM 
with a list of Top Rated Lawyers who have achieved an AV® Preeminent® Peer Review Rating, the highest 
rating in legal ability and ethical standards. To create this section, Martindale-Hubbell® tapped its com-
prehensive database of Martindale-Hubbell® Peer Review Ratings™ to identify lawyers who have been 
rated by their peers to be AV® Preeminent™. 

Martindale Hubbell Peer Review Ratings are driven by the confidential opinions of lawyers and 
members of the judiciary who receive invitations from Martindale-Hubbell®, via an online survey or by 
mail, to provide reviews of lawyers of whom they have professional knowledge.

A complete directory of all AV® Preeminent™ lawyers can be found online at Lawyers.com® and 
Martindale.com, in the Martindale-Hubbell® Law Directory in print and CD-ROM formats, and online 
through the LexisNexis® services and at lexis.com. Attorneys shown do not constitute the full list of  
“Top Rated Lawyers” 
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Elite Lawyers of The South

102  South Side Square, Huntsville, Alabama 35801
Phone: 256.533.8074 | Fax: 256.489.7520 | info@mitchellhowie.com |  www.mitchellhowie.com

T he Law Office of Mitchell J. Howie & Associates, P.L.L.C. has been serving 
clients since 2004 with effective and skilled legal representation. Mr. Howie is 

a skilled criminal defense lawyer, personal injury lawyer, business lawyer and family 
lawyer who gets the best possible results for his clients and teaches trial advocacy 
worldwide for the military. 

From 2017 to 2022, Mitchell J. Howie was selected as an esteemed lawyer of 
America, as a Lawyer of Distinction, and one of the Best Attorneys in America. 
Between 2015-2022, Huntsville Attorney Mitchell Howie was selected as a member 
of the Nation’s Top One Percent of attorneys by the National Association of 
Distinguished Counsel. One of the best family lawyers in Huntsville, he was 
recognized as Top 10 under 40 of Alabama Family Lawyers by the National 
Academy of Family Law Attorneys. Between 2014-2022 Attorney Mitchell Howie 
was recognized as one of the Top 100 lawyers by the National Trial Lawyers (NTL).  
Between 2014 until 2020, Mr. Howie was recognized as one of the Top 40 Lawyers 
Under 40 by NTL and as one of the TOP TEN Criminal Defense attorneys in Alabama under 40 by the National 
Academy of Criminal Defense Attorneys.

ALABAMA HUNTSVILLE

Mitchell J. howie

the law office of Mitchell J. howie & associates, P.l.l.c.
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Louisiana AlexAndriA

RichaRd J. aRsenault

The Wall Street Journal has described 
Arsenault as having “national notoriety,” 

BusinessWeek described him as “a dean of the 
louisiana Tort Bar,” and The new York Times 
described him as one of the “big players” in 
the legal community. Arsenault has been an 
invited lecturer at various law schools including 
Baylor, duke, emory, University of Texas, Tulane, 
George Washington and lSU where he served 
on the Trial Advocacy faculty. He has been 
involved in over 25 Multidistrict litigation 
proceedings, often serving in leadership 
capacities. He served as lead Counsel in 
the Actos Mdl where a jury rendered a $9 
billion verdict. He subsequently served on the 
negotiating team that secured a $2.4 billion settlement, which is the largest single 
mass tort settlement for a drug that is still on the market. He was also appointed to 
the Pinnacle Mdl executive Committee and was a trial team member where three 
Bellwether trials resulted in $502 million, $1 billion and $247 million verdicts. Arsenault 
is listed in the Bar register of Preeminent lawyers as well as The Best lawyers in 
America and has an AV Martindale-Hubbell rating. He has been recognized as one of 
America’s 50 Most influential Trial lawyers by Trial lawyer magazine, nominated for 
the Trial lawyer of the Year Award by the Public Justice Foundation, and recognized 
by the national law Journal as one of America’s elite Trial lawyers. Arsenault will 
become one of the first practitioners in the nation to become Board Certified in 
Complex litigation. The louisiana Supreme Court Chief Justice appointed Arsenault 
to serve on the rules of Professional Conduct Class Action, Bench Book, and State 
Mdl exploratory Committees.

2220 Bonaventure Ct, Alexandria, lA 71301
Ph: 318.561.2500 | rarsenault@nbalawfirm.com | www.nbalawfirm.com

Neblett, beard & arseNault
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Tom Lacy

T he Law Firm of Lindsey & Lacy, PC is 
dedicated to serving the legal needs of 

individuals and businesses throughout all of 
Georgia. We take pride in helping our client’s 
get through difficult times in a caring and 
cost-effective manner. As a former Army officer, 
Mr. Lacy is dedicated to the highest levels of 
integrity and professionalism. 

Mr. Lacy focuses his practice on insurance 
coverage, business litigation, antitrust, 
personal injury, and consumer class actions. 
Tom currently represents clients for financial 
losses caused by the COVID-19 pandemic 
and Government mandated business closures. He has tried cases to jury 
verdicts in both State and Federal courts. He also frequently arbitrates 
and mediates cases for his clients. Tom’s experience varies from billion-
dollar pollution suits to smaller first- and third-party coverage disputes. 
He has litigated national, as well as Georgia, class actions. Mr. Lacy has an 
AV® Preeminent rating by Martindale-Hubbell.

Since he began practicing law, Tom has served as the President of 
the Atlanta Chapter of the Federal Bar Association and on the State of 
Georgia Bar’s business court and judicial selection standing committees. 
Tom served as the Vice-Chairman of the Georgia World War One 
Centennial Commission and currently serves as a board member for the 
Peachtree City Airport Authority and as a board member of the Federal 
Defender Program for the Northern District of Georgia. 

GEORGIA PeACHTree CITy

200 Westpark Drive, Suite 280, Peachtree City, GA 30269

Phone: 770.486.8445 | Fax: 770.486.8889 | tlacy@llptc.com | www.lindseylacy.com

Jim Buxton

James T. H. Buxton, Sr. is the 
founding partner of Buxton & 

Collie, LLC, a transactional law firm 
in Mount Pleasant, South Carolina. A 
native of Charleston, Jim graduated 
from Princeton University and the 
University of South Carolina School 
of Law. Jim has served on the South 
Carolina Bar’s Judicial Qualification 
Commission, and currently serves 
as The Vice Chair for the South 
Carolina Bar’s Corporate, Banking and 
Securities Committee. Along with his 
law partners, he is a co-author of the 
2018 SC Bar publication, South Carolina Business Law Handbook.

Jim’s practice focuses on private securities offerings, business 
purchase and sale agreements, and deal work involving high net worth 
individuals and family office clients who engage in private equity 
transactions. Buxton & Collie also serves as outside corporate counsel 
for middle market companies and small businesses, including closely 
held family businesses in a variety of market segments.

Jim is active in the Charleston community, volunteering his time on 
several boards and foundations. He lives in Mount Pleasant with his 
wife, Courtney, and their two sons.

SOUTH CAROLINA CHArLeSTon

Buxton & Collie, llC
940 Johnnie Dodds Boulevard, Suite 100, Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464

Phone: 843.606.2397 | Fax: 843.284.8917
jbuxton@buxtonandcollie.com | www.buxtonandcollie.com

Lawjobs.com

Lawjobs.com is the #1 Legal recruitment 
site with 100,000+ resumes* and 20,000 
active job seekers to help you find the 
industry’s top talent. Learn how Lawjobs.com 
will help you find your next perfect employee.

Find your next (perfect) 
employee.

Contact us today

Call (866)969-5297 or email 
lawjobshelp@alm.com

*Based on internal reports of Lawjobs.com
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