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The following section features attorneys who have demonstrated leadership qualities and have 
achieved the AV Preeminent rating by Martindale-Hubbell®. 

Martindale-Hubbell®, the company that has long set the standard for lawyer ratings, has supplied ALM 
with a list of Top Rated Lawyers who have achieved an AV® Preeminent® Peer Review Rating, the highest 
rating in legal ability and ethical standards. To create this section, Martindale-Hubbell® tapped its com-
prehensive database of Martindale-Hubbell® Peer Review Ratings™ to identify lawyers who have been 
rated by their peers to be AV® Preeminent™. 

Martindale Hubbell Peer Review Ratings are driven by the confidential opinions of lawyers and 
members of the judiciary who receive invitations from Martindale-Hubbell®, via an online survey or by 
mail, to provide reviews of lawyers of whom they have professional knowledge.

A complete directory of all AV® Preeminent™ lawyers can be found online at Lawyers.com® and 
Martindale.com, in the Martindale-Hubbell® Law Directory in print and CD-ROM formats, and online 
through the LexisNexis® services and at lexis.com. Attorneys shown do not constitute the full list of  
“Top Rated Lawyers” 
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Litigation

L inda Schilling is the Founding Partner of Schilling Law Group PC. Ms. 
Schilling and the Firm act as trusted legal advisors and outside general 

counsel to clients across multiple industries, building long term relationships 
with clients to understand their unique concerns and objectives. They 
work collaboratively with clients to cost-effectively resolve legal disputes, 
providing both pre-litigation counseling and expertise mediating, arbitrating 
and litigating claims while remaining focused throughout the engagements 
on their clients’ goals and interests.

For the past 35 years, Ms. Schilling has represented both plaintiffs and 
defendants in complex commercial and business litigation matters involving 
commercial contracts and leases, trade secrets, unfair business practices 
and competition, and employment disputes, including wage and hour, 
discrimination, harassment and wrongful termination claims, and related 
insurance coverage and cost recovery claims. Ms. Schilling has successfully litigated and arbitrated cases covering the full spectrum of commercial 
litigation, including multiple bench and jury trials. Prior to founding Schilling Law Group, Ms. Schilling practiced at Latham & Watkins LLP, where 
she was a Partner, and Paul Hastings Janofsky & Walker. Ms. Schilling clerked for the Honorable Judge Melvin Brunetti on the Ninth Circuit Court 
of Appeals before beginning her legal practice.  She is rated by Martindale-Hubbell as AV-Preeminent.

Throughout her career, Ms. Schilling has been actively involved in providing pro bono legal assistance to low-income clients and non-profit 
organizations.  Ms. Schilling is a member of the Board of Directors of Human Options, a domestic violence shelter in Orange County, California. 

Linda SchiLLing

CaLifornia NeWPOrT BeACH

1100 Newport Center Dr., Suite 250, Newport Beach, CA 92660

linda.schilling@schillinglawgroup.com

Ph: 949 760-6122 | www.schillinglawgroup.com
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Litigation 

RobeRt W. FioRetti

IllInoIs ChiCago

Bob Fioretti is a seasoned litigator and certified mediator bringing his clients 
a diverse range of legal experience. a partner in the law firm Roth Fioretti 

LLC, he has handled cases in complex litigation and governmental law, many of 
which have been litigated in federal and state court or resolved through arbitration 
and mediation. Bob has a wide range of clients including individuals, local 
governments and corporations. 

he cultivated his experience as a Senior Supervising attorney of the general 
Litigation Division for the Corporation Counsel working in the Mayor harold 
Washington administration. he was involved in more than 500 civil rights cases. 
his personal trial experiences have led to over 100 state and federal verdicts and 
appellate court decisions. he was appointed to numerous cases as an illinois 
Special assistant attorney general and Special assistant State’s attorney. Bob has 
taken cases others have declined yielding results with impact for his clients. his 
reputation of integrity, work ethic, and attention to detail is brought to each client.

Bob served two terms on the Chicago City Council as 2nd Ward alderman 
where he focused on education, community development, and helped create over 
8,000 jobs. 

he earned his J.D. from Northern illinois University College of Law and is a 
member of the adjunct faculty. Bob remains deeply involved in the Chicago 
community where he serves on various boards and lectures extensively on the 
legal profession, education, civics and has received numerous awards for his work 
in public service and the legal profession. he continues to serve his community 
with pro bono legal services.

he has served on the Character and Fitness Committee of the illinois Supreme 
Court and the Judicial Evaluation Committee of the Chicago State Bar association 
Executive Committee. he was elected to the illinois State Bar association 
assembly in 2019. he was elected to the illinois State Bar association assembly in 
2019 and to the Chicago State Bar association Board of Managers in 2021.

311 South Wacker Drive, Chicago, iL 60606
P: 312.922.6262 | F: 312.922.7747 | rwf@rothfioretti.com

Roth FioRetti, LLC

 725 N. grand avenue East, Springfield, iL 62702 | P: 217.860.9454

www.rothfioretti.com

California Pasadena

John R. Walton

35 north Lake avenue, suite 700, Pasadena, Ca 91101
Ph: 626-578-6000 | Fax: 626-578-6012

 www.waltonlawgroup.com 

John Walton graduated 
with an a.B. degree from 

stanford University in 1984, 

followed by a J.d., cum 

laude, from the University 

of Michigan Law school 

in 1987 and an LL.M. in 

Japanese Law from Kyoto 

University in 1990.

Mr. Walton has extensive experience in all phases of 

litigation, including trials in state and federal courts, 

arbitration, mediation and appeals.

Walton laW GRoup, p.C.

CALIFORNIA SAN JOSE | SAN FRANCISCO | BEvERly HIllS

Bergeson, LLP

DanieL J. Bergeson

Daniel J. Bergeson is the founding 
partner of Bergeson, llP, Silicon 

valley’s leading business litigation law 
firm. His expertise encompasses all 
aspects of complex business litigation 
and trial work for technology companies 
and individuals. He represents 
companies, founders, entrepreneurs, 
C-level executives, directors, and special 
committees in high-stakes litigation 
and investigations. Mr. Bergeson is 
the past President of the Board of 
Governors of the Association of Business 
Trial lawyers (ABTl), Northern California Chapter and is also a Fellow 
of the American Bar Foundation (ABF). He is repeatedly included in 
the elite group comprising The Best lawyers in America© as well as 
Northern California Super lawyers®, as compiled in law & Politics 
Magazine. Mr. Bergeson is listed among Silicon valley’s Top Attorneys 
in San Jose Magazine, and has been recognized as a 2020 and 2021 
California litigation Star by Benchmark litigation. He has received the 
highest peer-review rating for ethical standards and legal ability from 
Martindale-Hubbell. 

dbergeson@be-law.com  •  www.be-law.com

111 N. Market Street, Suite 600, San Jose, CA 95113 | p: 408.291.6200
275 Battery St., Suite 1300, San Francisco, CA 94111| p: 415.432.9171

9350 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 206, Beverly Hills, CA 90212 | p: 310.846.5257
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Robert S. Wolf is the Chair of Moses & Singer’s White Collar Criminal Defense and Government Investigations, and Securities 
Litigation practice groups.

His primary areas of practice are white collar criminal defense, government investigations, as well as securities,corporate, 
commercial and real estate litigation. His vast litigation experience is much broader and includes representing corporations 
and individuals in all stages of federal and state civil and criminal proceedings throughout the country, in addition to regulatory 
enforcement proceedings and arbitrations. Robert regularly represents clients nationwide in significant financial fraud prosecutions 
and SEC enforcement actions. He has also been involved in complex international litigations in connection with global intelligence 
investigations for numerous European Union member countries and other foreign jurisdictions.

High-profile clients subject to unfavorable press or otherwise targeted by the media look to Robert for his extensive experience 
in crisis management and a well-earned, media-savvy reputation. These clients include high net worth individuals, financial industry 
professionals, real estate companies, developers, celebrities and professional athletes.

Robert represented a former business associate of President Trump, who testified in the Office of Special Counsel grand jury and 
appeared before numerous House and Senate subcommittees in connection the Congressional investigation into alleged Russian 
interference in the 2016 Presidential election as well as obstruction of justice by the President. 

Robert also recently achieved a huge victory for a client charged in a 50 count federal indictment with money laundering in 
connection with a $150 Million kickback scheme involving Russian military contractors in which the government seized over $40 Million 
in US bank accounts. The successful resolution of the case resulted in the dismissal of all money laundering charges, dismissal of a 
murder for hire charge involving a man having an affair with his wife, and dismissal of most remaining charges, all comprising the 
government’s main case against him. As a result of his plea to minor unrelated charges, the client retained the vast majority of his 
previously seized assets and extensive real estate holdings all of which were returned to him by the government.  

Robert also handles high stake employment matters and related litigation in the financial industry in, involving senior managing 
directors and investment banks, obtaining substantial severance packages in charged environments; represented broker-dealers and 
hedge funds against employees in similar matters; and obtained a landmark ruling regarding the U-5 disclosure immunity defeating substantial monetary damage claims. Recognized as 
the first American attorney to be permitted into a Russian prison in an actual case, Robert represented a U.S. citizen charged with fraud and money laundering in connection with one of 
the first joint criminal prosecutions between the United States and the Russian Federation. He is frequently quoted by various media outlets, including The New York Times, Wall Street 
Journal, Washington Post, Bloomberg News and Reuters, and has appeared often as a legal analyst on television.

Robert has been rated AV Preeminent™ by Martindale-Hubbell for over 20 years, an achievement which places him amongst a select group of lawyers recognized for their legal 
abilities and professional ethical standards. He is also honored with consecutive selections in the 2012 through 2021 editions of New York Metro Super Lawyers® for White Collar Criminal 
Defense Litigation.

RobeRt S. Wolf 
New York NEW YORk

405 Lexington Avenue, New York, NY  10174
p: 212.554.7800, f: 212.554.7700

www.mosessinger.com
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ImmigrationLitigation
California Los AngeLes

NaNcy Sher coheN

nancy sher Cohen is Partner in Charge of 
Lathrop gPM’s Los Angeles office and is 

a member of the firm’s executive Committee. 
she focuses her practice on insurance coverage, 
product liability, toxic & mass tort, class actions, 
and general commercial litigation.

nancy has recovered in excess of $1.5 billion 
on behalf of policyholder clients, including the 
lender for the World Trade Center, Holocaust 
survivors and heirs, and businesses with 
business interruption claims. nancy also has 
provided insurance advice and counseling to Boards in the public and 
private sector. nancy is an accomplished trial lawyer and is a fellow and 
member of the Board of Directors of the International Academy of Trial 
Lawyers and a senior Fellow of the Litigation Counsel of America.

2049 Century Park east, suite 3500s, Los Angeles, CA 90067
Ph: 310.789.4600  |  www.lathropgpm.com

This is an advertisement. The choice of a lawyer is an important decision and should 
not be made based solely upon advertisements. neither the highest state courts 
nor state bar associations review, recognize, or approve certifying organizations, 
certifications of specialties or specialist designations in the practice of law. The 
certificate, award or recognition is not a requirement to practice law. Lathrop 
gPM LLP, 2049 Century Park east, suite 3500s, Los Angeles, CA 90067. For more 
information, contact nancy sher Cohen at 310.789.4600.

michigan troy

Rami D. FakhouRy

5250 Corporate Drive, Suite 300, troy, Michigan 48098
p: 248.643.4900, f: 248.643.4907 • fakhouryglobal.com

Rami D. Fakhoury is the founder and 
Managing Director of Fakhoury Global 

Immigration, USA PC (FGI). FGI specializes 
in U.S. and global business-based 
immigration, and represents many leading 
brands in the automotive, IT, engineering, 
architecture, and health care fields. Since 
1997, Mr. Fakhoury’s emphasis on thought 
leadership and service excellence has 
enabled FGI to become one of the largest 
independently owned immigration law 
firms in the U.S. FGI distinguishes itself by 
its technology-driven solutions and its lean 
case management processes. 

Mr. Fakhoury has received multiple 
recognitions including Fellow of the 
American Bar Association, Leading Lawyer and Equity Member of the Alliance 
of Business Immigration Lawyers, Thought Leader for Who’s Who Legal – 
Corporate Immigration for 2019-21, Super Lawyers for 2021, and a Business 
Top Lawyer for 2020. FGI is an AV Preeminent rated firm with Martindale-
Hubbell and is a U.S. News and World Report Best Law Firm for 2021. These 
awards attest to Mr. Fakhoury’s outstanding legal thinking, his high ethical 
standards, and FGI’s proven success at winning approvals for its clients. He 
has also authored and edited several immigration books, numerous published 
articles, and has provided advice on immigration policy to public officials and 
other key stakeholders.  
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White Collar Criminal Defense
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Real Estate

DC Washington

Sudow Kohlhagen llP

S udow Kohlhagen LLP is a private equity and commercial real estate 
firm representing clientele locally in the District of Columbia, Virginia, 

and Maryland, as well as nationally and internationally, in all aspects 
of complex commercial real estate and financial transactions. the 
firm’s practice focuses on the representation of regional, national, and 
international institutions in joint ventures and other national real estate 
transactions and financing, private equity investments, loan workouts and 
project restructurings, and general business transactions. William sudow 
and tron Kohlhagen founded the firm in 2012 after working together at 
sidley austin LLP for more than 10 years. the firm’s four attorneys all bring 
significant large law firm experience to the practice. We are a solution-
oriented firm committed to supporting and enhancing our clients’ business 
objectives with excellent legal services at competitive, small-firm rates.  

1000 Maine avenue, sW 
Washington, D.C., 20024

P: (202) 769 – 5790 
 www.sklawpartners.com

Tron S. Kohlhagen
tkohlhagen@sklawpartners.com

William E. Sudow
wsudow@sklawpartners.com

B enjamin Weinstock is Partner and chairman emeritus of Ruskin Moscou 
Faltischek P.C.’s Real Estate Department. 

In a career spanning four decades, Mr. Weinstock has handled a vast 
scope of Real Estate matters, including sales and purchases, commercial 
leasing, sale-leasebacks, Section 1031 tax deferred exchanges, title insurance 
claims, construction lending, development agreements, purchase options, 
residential and commercial coops and condos, senior citizen housing, 
zoning variances, site plan and subdivision approvals, title insurance claims, 
real estate tax redemptions, condemnations, architect’s and construction 
agreements, mortgage restructurings and transfer tax audits.

Mr. Weinstock has been recognized by Best Lawyers since 2008. He is the 
2021 Lawyer of the Year in Long Island for Real Estate Law and currently is 
recognized for Litigation – Real Estate (since 2014) & Real Estate Law (since 
2008). Mr. Weinstock has been named among the top attorneys in the New 
York Metropolitan area by Super Lawyers for Real Estate Law (since 2008).

Mr. Weinstock’s involvement in professional organizations is notable. 
He is a Fellow of the American College of Real Estate Lawyers (ACREL). He 
is the past chair of the Real Property Law Section of the New York State Bar 
Association and serves on the New York State Bar Association’s Committees 
on Title and Transfer and Commercial Leasing. He is a frequent lecturer on real 
property law matters, having chaired many educational programs for the New 
York State Bar Association and is an adjunct professor of law at Hofstra Law 
School.

Benjamin Weinstock

NEW YORK UNIONDALE

East Tower, 15th Floor, 1425 RXR Plaza
Uniondale, NY, 11556-1425

p: 516.663.6600 • www.rmfpc.com



TOP  RATEDLAWYERS
2 0 2  E D I T I O N

T H E  D E F I N I T I V E  G U I D E  T O  L E G A L  R E P R E S E N T A T I O N

™

2  

A Special Advertising Section

60  ❘  February/March 2022  ❘  nLJ.com

Attorney Fee Expert

DonalD W. HuDspetH

A djunct Professor of Business Law 
@ Barrett Honors College (Voted 

#1 US) of the W.P. Carey School of 
Business, ASU 2002-2007; Arizona 
Republic Legal Leaders, Top Rated 
Lawyers Since 2104; Author “Inside the 
Firm” and “Law and the Constitution,” 
AV Preeminent Attorney - Attorney and 
Judicial Peer Review -Ethical Standards 
& Legal Ability– Martindale-Hubbell 
Register; Bar Register of Preeminent 
Lawyers (hard bound volumes); 
Client Champion Award Martindale-
Hubbell; Client Distinction Award 
Martindale-Hubbell; Founder and host radio programs “Law Talk: 
and Law on the Edge,” Harvard Law School Public Instruction for 
Lawyers; Harvard Law Library Langdell Hall Purchase of Book “Inside 
the Firm,” 2000; Lawyers of Distinction Power Lawyers, 2019, as 
Published in New York Times Sunday Edition; Lawyers of Distinction 
Since 2018; “Law Firm of the Month” Attorney at Law Magazine; 
Newsweek 2013 “Nationwide Top Attorneys; Top Lawyers of Arizona 
by Arizona Legal Network.

ArizonA PHoENIx

BUSINESS LAW,  COMMERCIAL LITIGATION, 
ARIZONA BASED INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS 

3200 North Central Avenue, Suite 2500, Phoenix, AZ 85012
Ph: 602.265.7997  |  www.azbuslaw.com

Todd R. Seelman

T odd Seelman is the managing 
partner in the Denver office of 

Lewis Brisbois. He is the national chair 
of the Antitrust & Competition Practice 
and also a member of Lewis Brisbois’ 
national lateral hiring committee. 
He has over 30 years of experience 
representing corporate clients as 
an advisor and in civil litigation 
involving antitrust, competition, 
securities, financial fraud, and complex 
commercial matters. Todd has 
extensive experience in class actions 
and multi-district litigation. Since 2008, 
Todd has been an Adjunct Professor of Antitrust and Unfair Competition 
Law at the University of Denver’s Sturm College of Law. Todd is a member 
of the American Bar Association (Antitrust and Consumer Law sections), 
the Federal Bar Association, the Colorado Bar Association (Business Law 
section), the International Bar Association (Antitrust section) and the 
Wisconsin Bar Association.

Colorado Denver

1700 Lincoln Street, Suite 4000, Denver, CO 80203
Ph: 720.292.2002 or x7202002

Todd.Seelman@lewisbrisbois.com  |  www.lewisbrisbois.com

Denver Managing Partner | Chair, Antitrust & Competition  
Member, Lateral Acquisitions Committee
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Top Rated Lawyers

california San FranciSco

a versatile, highly experienced, complex case trial lawyer, 
John o’connor has for over 35 years devoted a significant portion 

of his practice to attorneys and attorney fee disputes, both as an expert 
witness and as a litigator. From years of evaluating, assessing, and 
litigating fees, o’connor brings a depth of expertise and context as an 
expert witness that only an experienced litigator can offer in fee disputes.
 o’connor has tried a wide variety of cases in federal, state and 
arbitration courts throughout the country, including not only professional 
liability, attorney fee, and law firm buy-out cases, but also intellectual 
property, anti-trust, civil rico, aDa/disability discrimination, civil rights, 
employment, insurance coverage and bad faith, construction, product 
liability, toxic tort, defamation, fraud and contract, real estate, white 
collar criminal, and sports management, among others. This experience 
allows him to distinguish between efficiency and inefficiency in litigation 
management.
 He has frequently associated with other firms to provide trial and 
deposition assistance, either on behalf of a separate co-party or as 
co-counsel, and often serves as local counsel. o’connor and associates 
prides itself on being cooperative, responsive, and efficient.

John o’Connor 

o’Connor and assoCiates
4 Embarcadero center, Suite 1400, San Francisco, ca 94111

p: 415.693.9960  |  f: 415.692.6537 | john@joclaw.com
www.joclaw.com

“nation’s Top attorney fee Expert” – Thenalfa.org


