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The following section features attorneys who have demonstrated leadership qualities and have 
achieved the AV Preeminent rating by Martindale-Hubbell®. 

Martindale-Hubbell®, the company that has long set the standard for lawyer ratings, has supplied ALM 
with a list of Top Rated Lawyers who have achieved an AV® Preeminent® Peer Review Rating, the highest 
rating in legal ability and ethical standards. To create this section, Martindale-Hubbell® tapped its com-
prehensive database of Martindale-Hubbell® Peer Review Ratings™ to identify lawyers who have been 
rated by their peers to be AV® Preeminent™. 

Martindale Hubbell Peer Review Ratings are driven by the confidential opinions of lawyers and 
members of the judiciary who receive invitations from Martindale-Hubbell®, via an online survey or by 
mail, to provide reviews of lawyers of whom they have professional knowledge.

A complete directory of all AV® Preeminent™ lawyers can be found online at Lawyers.com® and 
Martindale.com, in the Martindale-Hubbell® Law Directory in print and CD-ROM formats, and online 
through the LexisNexis® services and at lexis.com. Attorneys shown do not constitute the full list of  
“Top Rated Lawyers” 

L inda Schilling is the Founding Partner of Schilling Law Group PC. Ms. 
Schilling and the Firm act as trusted legal advisors and outside general 

counsel to clients across multiple industries, building long term relationships 
with clients to understand their unique concerns and objectives. They 
work collaboratively with clients to cost-effectively resolve legal disputes, 
providing both pre-litigation counseling and expertise mediating, arbitrating 
and litigating claims while remaining focused throughout the engagements 
on their clients’ goals and interests.

For the past 35 years, Ms. Schilling has represented both plaintiffs and 
defendants in complex commercial and business litigation matters involving 
commercial contracts and leases, trade secrets, unfair business practices 
and competition, and employment disputes, including wage and hour, 
discrimination, harassment and wrongful termination claims, and related 
insurance coverage and cost recovery claims. Ms. Schilling has successfully litigated and arbitrated cases covering the full spectrum of commercial 
litigation, including multiple bench and jury trials. Prior to founding Schilling Law Group, Ms. Schilling practiced at Latham & Watkins LLP, where 
she was a Partner, and Paul Hastings Janofsky & Walker. Ms. Schilling clerked for the Honorable Judge Melvin Brunetti on the Ninth Circuit Court 
of Appeals before beginning her legal practice.  She is rated by Martindale-Hubbell as AV-Preeminent.

Throughout her career, Ms. Schilling has been actively involved in providing pro bono legal assistance to low-income clients and non-profit 
organizations.  Ms. Schilling is a member of the Board of Directors of Human Options, a domestic violence shelter in Orange County, California. 

Linda SchiLLing

CaLifornia NeWPOrT BeACH

1100 Newport Center Dr., Suite 250, Newport Beach, CA 92660

linda.schilling@schillinglawgroup.com

Ph: 949 760-6122 | www.schillinglawgroup.com
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RobeRt W. FioRetti

IllInoIs ChiCago

Bob Fioretti is a seasoned litigator and certified mediator bringing his clients 
a diverse range of legal experience. a partner in the law firm Roth Fioretti 

LLC, he has handled cases in complex litigation and governmental law, many of 
which have been litigated in federal and state court or resolved through arbitration 
and mediation. Bob has a wide range of clients including individuals, local 
governments and corporations. 

he cultivated his experience as a Senior Supervising attorney of the general 
Litigation Division for the Corporation Counsel working in the Mayor harold 
Washington administration. he was involved in more than 500 civil rights cases. 
his personal trial experiences have led to over 100 state and federal verdicts and 
appellate court decisions. he was appointed to numerous cases as an illinois 
Special assistant attorney general and Special assistant State’s attorney. Bob has 
taken cases others have declined yielding results with impact for his clients. his 
reputation of integrity, work ethic, and attention to detail is brought to each client.

Bob served two terms on the Chicago City Council as 2nd Ward alderman 
where he focused on education, community development, and helped create over 
8,000 jobs. 

he earned his J.D. from Northern illinois University College of Law and is a 
member of the adjunct faculty. Bob remains deeply involved in the Chicago 
community where he serves on various boards and lectures extensively on the 
legal profession, education, civics and has received numerous awards for his work 
in public service and the legal profession. he continues to serve his community 
with pro bono legal services.

he has served on the Character and Fitness Committee of the illinois Supreme 
Court and the Judicial Evaluation Committee of the Chicago State Bar association 
Executive Committee. he was elected to the illinois State Bar association 
assembly in 2019. he was elected to the illinois State Bar association assembly in 
2019 and to the Chicago State Bar association Board of Managers in 2021.

311 South Wacker Drive, Chicago, iL 60606
P: 312.922.6262 | F: 312.922.7747 | rwf@rothfioretti.com

Roth FioRetti, LLC

 725 N. grand avenue East, Springfield, iL 62702 | P: 217.860.9454

www.rothfioretti.com

California Pasadena

John R. Walton

35 north Lake avenue, suite 700, Pasadena, Ca 91101
Ph: 626-578-6000 | Fax: 626-578-6012

 www.waltonlawgroup.com 

John Walton graduated 
with an a.B. degree from 

stanford University in 1984, 

followed by a J.d., cum 

laude, from the University 

of Michigan Law school 

in 1987 and an LL.M. in 

Japanese Law from Kyoto 

University in 1990.

Mr. Walton has extensive experience in all phases of 

litigation, including trials in state and federal courts, 

arbitration, mediation and appeals.

Walton laW GRoup, p.C.

CALIFORNIA SAN JOSE | SAN FRANCISCO | BEvERly HIllS

Bergeson, LLP

DanieL J. Bergeson

Daniel J. Bergeson is the founding 
partner of Bergeson, llP, Silicon 

valley’s leading business litigation law 
firm. His expertise encompasses all 
aspects of complex business litigation 
and trial work for technology companies 
and individuals. He represents 
companies, founders, entrepreneurs, 
C-level executives, directors, and special 
committees in high-stakes litigation 
and investigations. Mr. Bergeson is 
the past President of the Board of 
Governors of the Association of Business 
Trial lawyers (ABTl), Northern California Chapter and is also a Fellow 
of the American Bar Foundation (ABF). He is repeatedly included in 
the elite group comprising The Best lawyers in America© as well as 
Northern California Super lawyers®, as compiled in law & Politics 
Magazine. Mr. Bergeson is listed among Silicon valley’s Top Attorneys 
in San Jose Magazine, and has been recognized as a 2020 and 2021 
California litigation Star by Benchmark litigation. He has received the 
highest peer-review rating for ethical standards and legal ability from 
Martindale-Hubbell. 

dbergeson@be-law.com  •  www.be-law.com

111 N. Market Street, Suite 600, San Jose, CA 95113 | p: 408.291.6200
275 Battery St., Suite 1300, San Francisco, CA 94111| p: 415.432.9171

9350 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 206, Beverly Hills, CA 90212 | p: 310.846.5257
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New York New York

Meekins Law PLLC

susan L. Meekins 

Susan Meekins is a business litigation 
attorney with over 35 years’ experience. 

Ms. Meekins represents and counsels 
entrepreneurs, investors and their businesses 
in litigated and arbitrated disputes involving 
commercial transactions, leasing and 
secured financing transactions, fraud and 
other “business tort” claims, business owner 
conflicts, insurance, and employment law 
issues.

Ms. Meekins takes pride in being a 
tenacious advocate, providing high quality 
services and giving personal attention to 
her clients, their needs and objectives. Ms. 
Meekins is a graduate of NYU School of Law (J.D.) and the University of 
Chicago (A.B. with Honors). She is a member of The New York American 
Inn of Court and local and national bar associations. Before she began 
practicing independently, she practiced with several small to mid-sized 
law firms in New York and was a founding partner of a commercial 
litigation firm.

Ms. Meekins has an AV Preeminent® Peer review rating from 
Martindale-Hubbell®.

437 Madison Ave., 24th Floor, New York, NY 10022
Ph: 212.682.6616  |  smeekinslaw@gmail.com

Massachusetts Woburn

McLane MiddLeton

andrew P. Botti 
andrew  is a seasoned practitioner with 

over 30 years of experience. He represents 
corporations, smaller businesses, and family 
owned and operated enterprises in complex 
business and employment-related issues. He 
advises management and business owners/
operators on business disputes, shareholder 
issues, employee discrimination claims, and 
commercial litigation matters.  He has tried 
numerous cases to verdict in both state and 
federal court, and has appeared numerous times 
before the Massachusetts Commission Against 
Discrimination. Andrew is currently a member 
of the board of Directors of AIM, the Associated Industries of Massachusetts. 
Founded in 1915, AIM is the oldest and largest statewide association working to 
serve and foster the business interests of Massachusetts employers. He is also 
a member of the board of Lazarus House, a well-known charitable organization. 
He formerly served as Chairman of the board of SbAnE, the Smaller business 
Association of new England, from 2009 – 2011.

Andrew was designated in best Lawyers in Commercial Litigation (2021-2022); 
AV rated by Martindale Hubbell (2006-present) and recognized as a Super Lawyer 
(2009-2018) In 2021 Andrew was named as a Top Lawyer by boston Magazine. He 
has over 30 published cases, and has appeared in the boston Globe, the boston 
Herald, the new York Times, and Massachusetts Lawyers Weekly, as well as the 
boston business Journal. one of Andrew’s cases was highlighted in the Wall 
Street Journal. Andrew received his J.D. from northeastern university School of 
Law (1991) and b.A. from Columbia university (1983). 

Office: 781-904-2692 • andrew.botti@mclane.com • www.mclane.com

300 TradeCenter, Suite 7000, Woburn, MA 01801

California Los AngeLes

NaNcy Sher coheN

nancy sher Cohen is Partner in Charge of 
Lathrop gPM’s Los Angeles office and is 

a member of the firm’s executive Committee. 
she focuses her practice on insurance coverage, 
product liability, toxic & mass tort, class actions, 
and general commercial litigation.

nancy has recovered in excess of $1.5 billion 
on behalf of policyholder clients, including the 
lender for the World Trade Center, Holocaust 
survivors and heirs, and businesses with 
business interruption claims. nancy also has 
provided insurance advice and counseling to Boards in the public and 
private sector. nancy is an accomplished trial lawyer and is a fellow and 
member of the Board of Directors of the International Academy of Trial 
Lawyers and a senior Fellow of the Litigation Counsel of America.

2049 Century Park east, suite 3500s, Los Angeles, CA 90067
Ph: 310.789.4600  |  www.lathropgpm.com

This is an advertisement. The choice of a lawyer is an important decision and should 
not be made based solely upon advertisements. neither the highest state courts 
nor state bar associations review, recognize, or approve certifying organizations, 
certifications of specialties or specialist designations in the practice of law. The 
certificate, award or recognition is not a requirement to practice law. Lathrop 
gPM LLP, 2049 Century Park east, suite 3500s, Los Angeles, CA 90067. For more 
information, contact nancy sher Cohen at 310.789.4600.

michigan troy

Rami D. FakhouRy

5250 Corporate Drive, Suite 300, troy, Michigan 48098
p: 248.643.4900, f: 248.643.4907 • fakhouryglobal.com

Rami D. Fakhoury is the founder and 
Managing Director of Fakhoury Global 

Immigration, USA PC (FGI). FGI specializes 
in U.S. and global business-based 
immigration, and represents many leading 
brands in the automotive, IT, engineering, 
architecture, and health care fields. Since 
1997, Mr. Fakhoury’s emphasis on thought 
leadership and service excellence has 
enabled FGI to become one of the largest 
independently owned immigration law 
firms in the U.S. FGI distinguishes itself by 
its technology-driven solutions and its lean 
case management processes. 

Mr. Fakhoury has received multiple 
recognitions including Fellow of the 
American Bar Association, Leading Lawyer and Equity Member of the Alliance 
of Business Immigration Lawyers, Thought Leader for Who’s Who Legal – 
Corporate Immigration for 2019-21, Super Lawyers for 2021, and a Business 
Top Lawyer for 2020. FGI is an AV Preeminent rated firm with Martindale-
Hubbell and is a U.S. News and World Report Best Law Firm for 2021. These 
awards attest to Mr. Fakhoury’s outstanding legal thinking, his high ethical 
standards, and FGI’s proven success at winning approvals for its clients. He 
has also authored and edited several immigration books, numerous published 
articles, and has provided advice on immigration policy to public officials and 
other key stakeholders.  
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