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The following section features attorneys who have demonstrated leadership qualities and have 
achieved the AV Preeminent rating by Martindale-Hubbell®. 

Martindale-Hubbell®, the company that has long set the standard for lawyer ratings, has supplied ALM 
with a list of Top Rated Lawyers who have achieved an AV® Preeminent® Peer Review Rating, the highest 
rating in legal ability and ethical standards. To create this section, Martindale-Hubbell® tapped its com-
prehensive database of Martindale-Hubbell® Peer Review Ratings™ to identify lawyers who have been 
rated by their peers to be AV® Preeminent™. 

Martindale Hubbell Peer Review Ratings are driven by the confidential opinions of lawyers and 
members of the judiciary who receive invitations from Martindale-Hubbell®, via an online survey or by 
mail, to provide reviews of lawyers of whom they have professional knowledge.

A complete directory of all AV® Preeminent™ lawyers can be found online at Lawyers.com® and 
Martindale.com, in the Martindale-Hubbell® Law Directory in print and CD-ROM formats, and online 
through the LexisNexis® services and at lexis.com. Attorneys shown do not constitute the full list of  
“Top Rated Lawyers” 
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102  South Side Square, Huntsville, Alabama 35801
Phone: 256.533.8074 | Fax: 256.489.7520 | info@mitchellhowie.com | www.mitchellhowie.com

T he Law Office of Mitchell J. Howie has been serving clients since 2004 
with effective and skilled legal representation. Mr. Howie is a skilled 

criminal defense lawyer, personal injury lawyer, business lawyer and family 
lawyer who gets the best possible results for his clients and teaches trial 
advocacy worldwide for the military. 

From 2017 to 2020, Mitchell J. Howie was selected as an esteemed 
lawyer of America, as a Lawyer of Distinction, and one of the Best Attorneys 
in America. Between 2015-2020, Huntsville Attorney Mitchell Howie was 
selected as a member of the Nation’s Top One Percent of attorneys by 
the National Association of Distinguished Counsel. One of the best family 
lawyers in Huntsville, he was recognized as Top 10 under 40 of Alabama 
Family Lawyers by the National Academy of Family Law Attorneys. Between 
2014-2020 Attorney Mitchell Howie was recognized as one of the Top 
100 lawyers by the National Trial Lawyers (NTL) and was recognized as one of the Top 40 Lawyers Under 40 by 
NTL and as one of the TOP TEN Criminal Defense attorneys in Alabama under 40 by the National Academy of 
Criminal Defense Attorneys. 

ALABAMA HUNTSVILLE

Mitchell J. howie

law office of Mitchell J. howie

TRL_TAL_April_2021_CS6.indd   98 3/15/2021   1:50:22 PM



A SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

TOP  RATEDLAWYERS
2 0 2 1  E D I T I O N

T H E  D E F I N I T I V E  G U I D E  T O  L E G A L  R E P R E S E N T A T I O N

™

100   April 2021   |    americanlawyer.com/top-rated-lawyers

FLORIDA TAMPA

William F. “Chip” merlin, Jr.

Attorney Chip Merlin has grown 
the Merlin Law Group into one of 

the largest national firms representing 
policyholders in disputes against their 
own insurance companies since its 
founding in 1985. Advising CNN, Fox 
News, Fox Business News, and local 
television outlets around the country, 
he’s been dubbed “the Babe Ruth of 
Hurricane Claims” and “the Master of 
Disaster” by the press. 
Former chair for the Bad Faith 
Insurance Litigation Group with the 
American Association for Justice, he is 
a preeminent insurance attorney and consumer advocate with a focus 
on commercial and residential property insurance claim disputes and 
bad faith insurance litigation.
Chip has been blogging about helping consumers with their claims for 
more than ten years in his Property Insurance Coverage Blog. He wrote 
his book, Pay Up! Preventing A Disaster With Your Own Insurance 
Company, to give policyholders advice on handling their property 
insurance claims.
When not taking on big insurance companies, the former marathon 
runner can be found racing sailboats. 

777 S. Harbour Island Blvd., Suite 950, Tampa, FL 33602
Ph: 813.229.1000 | www.MerlinLawGroup.com
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Women Leaders in LawMedical Malpractice

Joshua h. Grabar

1650 Market Street | Suite 3600 | Philadelphia, PA 19103
Tel: 267.507.6085 | Fax: 267.507.6048 

jgrabar@grabarlaw.com  |  www.grabarlaw.com

Joshua H. Grabar, principal of the Grabar 
Law Office, is committed to providing 

outstanding advocacy, approaching every 
client with a focus on integrity, trust, and 
understanding.

Mr. Grabar has extensive experience 
as counsel in complex commercial and 
class action litigation in state and federal 
courts throughout the nation, specializing 
in antitrust, securities, and consumer 
protection matters. Mr. Grabar’s clients 
include publicly listed corporations, 
multinational manufacturers, distributors, 
municipalities, universities, shareholders, and consumers.

Mr. Grabar has a well-earned reputation for providing smart, sensible, 
and effective solutions for his clients. Mr. Grabar is peer rated “AV 
Preeminent” by Martindale-Hubble, signifying the highest level of 
professional excellence and ethical standing. He has been honored by 
his selection in 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020, and 2021 to Pennsylvania’s Super 
Lawyers, as well as by his selection in 2010 and 2013 to Pennsylvania’s 
Rising Stars by Thompson Reuters.

Mr. Grabar is a graduate of the University of Pennsylvania (B.A. 1995) 
and the Villanova University School of Law (J.D. 1998), where he served 
on the Villanova Law Review. Mr. Grabar is a member of the American 
and the Pennsylvania Bar Associations, as well as the International 
Municipal Lawyers Association and Engaging Local Government Leaders.

pennsylvania PHILADELPHIA

IDAHO BOISE

Scanlan GriffithS aldridGe + nickelS 

Joe Aldridge is a founding 
member of Scanlan Griffiths 

Aldridge + Nickels. Joe’s practice 
focuses primarily on medical and 
professional malpractice defense, 
transportation law, insurance 
defense, and product liability 
litigation. Joe has been successfully 
defending medical professionals and 
healthcare organizations throughout 
his legal career. Joe holds an AV 
Preeminent rating from Martindale-
Hubbell, having received the highest 
rating from his peers for professional excellence.

Scanlan Griffiths Aldridge + Nickels is a boutique, litigation-
focused law firm located in Boise, Idaho that takes a collaborative 
and creative approach to litigation and trials. The firm represents 
clients in the medical, trucking, and insurance industries, as well as 
complex commercial litigation, insurance coverage/bad faith, products 
liability, and beyond. Each member of the firm brings unique and 
complimentary strengths and skill sets to the practice, providing expert 
representation across multiple practice areas through every stage of the 
litigation process in courtrooms throughout Idaho. 

401 W. Front Street, Suite 307, Boise, ID 83702
T. 208.991.1200 | F. 208.908.0043 | jma@sganlaw.com | sganlaw.com 

Scanlan GriffithS aldridGe + nickelS

Joe aldridGe

California Los AngeLes

Jean M. LawLer 

Jean M. Lawler, an MC3-Certified 
Mediator, mediates commercial, 

insurance and civil litigation matters, 
including matters involving data breach, 
ransomware, privacy violations and cyber 
insurance. Available to mediate nationwide, 
Ms. Lawler has extensive experience in 
conducting online mediations. An attorney 
for 40+ years, her legal experience has 
been diverse and international – ranging 
from insurance litigation to professional 
liability and complex commercial litigation 
to evolving risks such as data breach, 
cyber & privacy liability. she has a deep 
knowledge of the insurance industry, insurance policies and the various risks 
they insure against (primary, excess, reinsurance, program, surplus lines, 
London Market + international insurers). 

Ms. Lawler is CIPP/Us (Certified Information Privacy Professional) certified 
by IAPP, rated AV-Preeminent by Martindale-Hubbell, and has been a 
southern California “super Lawyer” for 16 years. Honored to be a Fellow 
and Founding Regent of the American College of Coverage Counsel, she 
is also a Past President of the FDCC and of the Insuralex global Insurance 
Lawyers group (Chambers-Band 1). she serves on several mediation panels, 
including the American Arbitration Association’s Commercial Panel.

Lawler ADR Services, LLC
106 standard street, el segundo, CA 90245

PH:  310-683-4332  |  jlawler@lawleradr.com  |  www.lawleradr.com
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Arthur ChAykin

Direct: 816-527-9447 | Email: arthur@kennyhertzperry.com 
www.kennyhertzperry.com

A rthur Chaykin has over forty years 
of experience as a litigator, advisor, 

in-house lawyer, and law professor. He 
was formerly Vice-President at the Sprint 
Corporation and served as its chief litigator. 
Later, as Vice-President of Business Law, 
he became responsible for intellectual 
property matters, including technology 
development. He led the first Sprint 
legal department that supported all of 
Sprint’s businesses: international, wireless, 
wireline, consumer, and business services. 
Thereafter, he served as General Counsel 
of an international manufacturer and distributor of automotive equipment. At 
Kennyhertz Perry, Arthur represents clients on trademark matters, copyright 
cases, patent and inventorship disputes, trade secret cases, and internet law 
disputes.

Arthur is adept at clarifying client goals and often finds beneficial and 
cost-effective methods of achieving them. As a “lawyer’s lawyer,” he finds ways 
to obtain, assert, reconcile, or protect intellectual property rights where other 
lawyers have been unsuccessful. Arthur has served as a neutral and has also 
adeptly handled numerous intellectual matters as an advocate in ADR forums. 

Arthur’s diverse practice includes advising educators on intellectual 
issues, supporting the intellectual property rights of creative companies, and 
prosecution, licensing, registration and litigation of trademark and copyrights.

KAnsAs MiSSion WooDS

kennyhertz Perry

Texas Southlake

RobeRt J. Scott

Robert Scott represents mid-market 
and large enterprise companies 

in software license transactions and 
disputes with major software publishers 
such as IBM, Microsoft, oracle and SaP. 
he has defended over 250 software 
audit matters initiated by software 
piracy trade groups such as the BSa 
and SIIa. he is counsel to many of 
the world’s largest corporations on 
information technology matters 
including software licensing and 
disputes, risk management, data 
privacy, and outsourcing. 

Robert graduated summa cum laude 
from austin College in Sherman, texas 
with a B.a. in economics. he earned his law degree from hofstra 
university School of law in New York. Robert is a member of the State 
Bar of texas, the Dallas Bar association’s Computer law Section, the 
Data Privacy & Security Committee of the State Bar of texas, and 
serves as a member of the MSP alliance advisory Board.

Robert has a Martindale hubbell aV Preeminent peer rating and 
his firm was recently voted technology law Firm of the Year uSa by 
Finance Monthly for the fifth consecutive year.

550 Reserve Street, Suite 200, Southlake, tX 76092
Ph: 214.999.2902  |  rjscott@scottandscottllp.com

www.scottandscottllp.com

Jonathan M. Cooper

483 Chestnut Street, Cedarhurst, New York 11516
Main: (516) 791-5700 | Direct: (516) 204-7683 | F: (516) 791-8188

Web: www.JonathanCooperLaw.com
Email: jmcooper@jmcooperlaw.com

For over 24 years, Jonathan Cooper 
has counseled businesses and 

individuals before New York’s trial 
and appellate courts in matters 
ranging from non-competes, unfair 
competition, breach and tortious 
interference with contract, interference 
with contract and school negligence.

Selected (once again) to this year’s 
list of Super Lawyers™, Mr. Cooper 
is the author of six books, including 
“To Compete or Not to Compete: 
The Definitive Insider’s Guide to Non-
Compete Agreements in New York,” and “When the Schools Fail to 
Protect Our Kids: A Parent’s Guide to School & Daycare Negligence 
in New York.” He has also delivered a number of Continuing Legal 
Education seminars, including before Lawline, the National Law 
Institute and NACLE, and has been a guest speaker for various 
business groups in his particular fields.

Mr. Cooper lives in Queens, New York with his beautiful wife and 11 
- that’s right eleven! - adorable and spunky children.

New York CEDArHurST

LaW oFFICeS oF 
 Jonathan M. Cooper

This practical guide provides a fresh linear approach to due diligence 

procedures. Chivers delivers the right mix of real-life examples and 

practical tools to help you move more quickly and intelligently.

Visit: lawcatalog.com or Call 877-807-8076

LawJournalPress.com

Due Diligence in Securities Offerings 
by Corey R. Chivers

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Corey R. Chivers is a partner in Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP’s Capital Markets practice. He has represented 

corporations, investment banks, national governments and multinational financial institutions in a wide range 

of public and private securities offerings, including initial public offerings, major high-yield transactions and 

investment grade debt offerings.

NEW BOOK

Print eBook Online
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