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Allen H. Wellons

Wilkins & Wellons

North CaroliNa Smithfield

a llen Wellons has spent his career representing and serving those most 
in need. Graduating from UNC Chapel hill in 1971, he soon thereafter 

married the love of his life, Cissie, and began law school at NC Central 
University. After passing the bar exam in August 1975, Allen, Cissie and 
their growing family moved to Asheville to begin his legal career. While in 
Asheville, Allen brought a class action lawsuit against the State of North 
Carolina to fight against unconstitutional overcrowding at the Craggy State 
Prison. the case was dismissed at the district court level, but Allen won a 
reversal in the 4th circuit court of appeals and the case ultimately led to 
institutional changes in the prison system.

the Wellons family returned home to Smithfield in 1979 where Allen 
founded Wilkins & Wellons. in 1984 he represented Citizens for Preserving 
farmland inc in a federal environmental action seeking injunctive relief from 
the condemnation of farmland for the future interstate i-40. these efforts 
helped to ensure that in the future prime farmland would be protected under 
the environmental Protection Act of 1969.

in 1996 Allen was elected to the North Carolina Senate and worked 
tirelessly on behalf of underserved voices throughout the state. during his 
last term in office, Allen was the architect co-sponsor of the 2002 Judicial 
Reform Act, which successfully made judges in the state a non-partisan 
elected office and introduced public financing of their campaigns, ushering in 
a decade of judicial reform.

Since leaving the North Carolina General Assembly, Allen has returned to 
practicing law in his home of Smithfield, continuing to represent the people’s 
voices who most needed to be heard.

141 e market St, Smithfield, NC 27577
P: 919.934.0553 | allen@wilkinwellons.com 

www.wilkinwellons.com
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The following section features attorneys who have demonstrated leadership qualities and have 
achieved the AV Preeminent rating by Martindale-Hubbell®. 

Martindale-Hubbell®, the company that has long set the standard for lawyer ratings, has supplied ALM 
with a list of Top Rated Lawyers who have achieved an AV® Preeminent® Peer Review Rating, the highest 
rating in legal ability and ethical standards. To create this section, Martindale-Hubbell® tapped its com-
prehensive database of Martindale-Hubbell® Peer Review Ratings™ to identify lawyers who have been 
rated by their peers to be AV® Preeminent™. 

Martindale Hubbell Peer Review Ratings are driven by the confidential opinions of lawyers and 
members of the judiciary who receive invitations from Martindale-Hubbell®, via an online survey or by 
mail, to provide reviews of lawyers of whom they have professional knowledge.

A complete directory of all AV® Preeminent™ lawyers can be found online at Lawyers.com® and 
Martindale.com, in the Martindale-Hubbell® Law Directory in print and CD-ROM formats, and online 
through the LexisNexis® services and at lexis.com. Attorneys shown do not constitute the full list of  
“Top Rated Lawyers” 



A SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

The American Lawyer   |    February/March 2021  55

TOP  RATEDLAWYERS
2 0 2 1  E D I T I O N

T H E  D E F I N I T I V E  G U I D E  T O  L E G A L  R E P R E S E N T A T I O N

™

AppellateInsurance

TOP  RATEDLAWYERS
2 0 2 1  E D I T I O N

T H E  D E F I N I T I V E  G U I D E  T O  L E G A L  R E P R E S E N T A T I O N

™

Tom Lacy

T he Law Firm of Lindsey & Lacy, PC is 
dedicated to serving the legal needs of 

individuals and businesses throughout all of 
Georgia. We take pride in helping our client’s 
get through difficult times in a caring and 
cost-effective manner. As a former Army officer, 
Mr. Lacy is dedicated to the highest levels of 
integrity and professionalism. 

Mr. Lacy focuses his practice on insurance 
coverage, business litigation, antitrust, 
personal injury, and consumer class actions. 
Tom currently represents clients for financial 
losses caused by the COVID-19 pandemic 
and Government mandated business closures. He has tried cases to jury 
verdicts in both State and Federal courts. He also frequently arbitrates 
and mediates cases for his clients. Tom’s experience varies from billion-
dollar pollution suits to smaller first- and third-party coverage disputes. 
He has litigated national, as well as Georgia, class actions. Mr. Lacy has an 
AV® Preeminent rating by Martindale-Hubbell.

Since he began practicing law, Tom has served as the President of 
the Atlanta Chapter of the Federal Bar Association and on the State of 
Georgia Bar’s business court and judicial selection standing committees. 
Tom served as the Vice-Chairman of the Georgia World War One 
Centennial Commission and currently serves as a board member for the 
Peachtree City Airport Authority and as a board member of the Federal 
Defender Program for the Northern District of Georgia. 

GEORGIA PeACHTree CITy

200 Westpark Drive, Suite 280, Peachtree City, GA 30269

Phone: 770.486.8445 | Fax: 770.486.8889 | tlacy@llptc.com | www.lindseylacy.com

Florida MiaMi

Elliot B. Kula

E lliot practices exclusively as 
an appellate attorney, along 

with his two colleagues, aaron 
Daniel and William Mueller, at 
the appellate boutique firm, Kula 
& associates, P.a., which Elliot 
established in January 2011. 

Elliot and his colleagues have 
experience representing clients 
in both state and federal courts, 
in a variety of substantive areas 
of the law. and they provide 
litigation support during every 
phase of the litigation in order 
to optimize the client’s position and create efficient and effective 
strategies for trial counsel. 

Elliot serves on various Florida Bar committees, and in 2020, 
he served as President of both the Third District Court of appeal 
Historical Society and the Miami-Dade Trial Lawyers association. 

Prior to forming Kula & associates, P.a., Elliot was the 
administrative department head of the appellate practice group 
in a multi-national law firm. He has his B.a. from the University of 
Minnesota and his J.D. From Hamline University School of Law.

11900 Biscayne Blvd., Suite 310, Miami, Florida 33181
T. 305.354.3858  |  F. 305.354.3822  |  C. 305.773.4992

elliot@KulaLegal.com  |  www.KulaLegal.com

Kula & associatEs, P.a.

Lawjobs.com

Lawjobs.com is the #1 Legal recruitment 
site with 100,000+ resumes* and 20,000 
active job seekers to help you find the 
industry’s top talent. Learn how Lawjobs.com 
will help you find your next perfect employee.

Find your next (perfect) 
employee.

Contact us today

Call (866)969-5297 or email 
lawjobshelp@alm.com

*Based on internal reports of Lawjobs.com
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FLORIDA TAMPA

William F. “Chip” merlin, Jr.

Attorney Chip Merlin has grown 
the Merlin Law Group into one of 

the largest national firms representing 
policyholders in disputes against their 
own insurance companies since its 
founding in 1985. Advising CNN, Fox 
News, Fox Business News, and local 
television outlets around the country, 
he’s been dubbed “the Babe Ruth of 
Hurricane Claims” and “the Master of 
Disaster” by the press. 
Former chair for the Bad Faith 
Insurance Litigation Group with the 
American Association for Justice, he is 
a preeminent insurance attorney and consumer advocate with a focus 
on commercial and residential property insurance claim disputes and 
bad faith insurance litigation.
Chip has been blogging about helping consumers with their claims for 
more than ten years in his Property Insurance Coverage Blog. He wrote 
his book, Pay Up! Preventing A Disaster With Your Own Insurance 
Company, to give policyholders advice on handling their property 
insurance claims.
When not taking on big insurance companies, the former marathon 
runner can be found racing sailboats. 

777 S. Harbour Island Blvd., Suite 950, Tampa, FL 33602
Ph: 813.229.1000 | www.MerlinLawGroup.com
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Joshua h. Grabar

1650 Market Street | Suite 3600 | Philadelphia, PA 19103
Tel: 267.507.6085 | Fax: 267.507.6048 

jgrabar@grabarlaw.com  |  www.grabarlaw.com

Joshua H. Grabar, principal of the Grabar 
Law Office, is committed to providing 

outstanding advocacy, approaching every 
client with a focus on integrity, trust, and 
understanding.

Mr. Grabar has extensive experience 
as counsel in complex commercial and 
class action litigation in state and federal 
courts throughout the nation, specializing 
in antitrust, securities, and consumer 
protection matters. Mr. Grabar’s clients 
include publicly listed corporations, 
multinational manufacturers, distributors, 
municipalities, universities, shareholders, and consumers.

Mr. Grabar has a well-earned reputation for providing smart, sensible, 
and effective solutions for his clients. Mr. Grabar is peer rated “AV 
Preeminent” by Martindale-Hubble, signifying the highest level of 
professional excellence and ethical standing. He has been honored by 
his selection in 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020, and 2021 to Pennsylvania’s Super 
Lawyers, as well as by his selection in 2010 and 2013 to Pennsylvania’s 
Rising Stars by Thompson Reuters.

Mr. Grabar is a graduate of the University of Pennsylvania (B.A. 1995) 
and the Villanova University School of Law (J.D. 1998), where he served 
on the Villanova Law Review. Mr. Grabar is a member of the American 
and the Pennsylvania Bar Associations, as well as the International 
Municipal Lawyers Association and Engaging Local Government Leaders.

pennsylvania PHILADELPHIA

IDAHO BOISE

Scanlan GriffithS aldridGe + nickelS 

Joe Aldridge is a founding 
member of Scanlan Griffiths 

Aldridge + Nickels. Joe’s practice 
focuses primarily on medical and 
professional malpractice defense, 
transportation law, insurance 
defense, and product liability 
litigation. Joe has been successfully 
defending medical professionals and 
healthcare organizations throughout 
his legal career. Joe holds an AV 
Preeminent rating from Martindale-
Hubbell, having received the highest 
rating from his peers for professional excellence.

Scanlan Griffiths Aldridge + Nickels is a boutique, litigation-
focused law firm located in Boise, Idaho that takes a collaborative 
and creative approach to litigation and trials. The firm represents 
clients in the medical, trucking, and insurance industries, as well as 
complex commercial litigation, insurance coverage/bad faith, products 
liability, and beyond. Each member of the firm brings unique and 
complimentary strengths and skill sets to the practice, providing expert 
representation across multiple practice areas through every stage of the 
litigation process in courtrooms throughout Idaho. 

401 W. Front Street, Suite 307, Boise, ID 83702
T. 208.991.1200 | F. 208.908.0043 | jma@sganlaw.com | sganlaw.com 

Scanlan GriffithS aldridGe + nickelS

Joe aldridGe

California Los AngeLes

Jean M. LawLer 

Jean M. Lawler, an MC3-Certified 
Mediator, mediates commercial, 

insurance and civil litigation matters, 
including matters involving data breach, 
ransomware, privacy violations and cyber 
insurance. Available to mediate nationwide, 
Ms. Lawler has extensive experience in 
conducting online mediations. An attorney 
for 40+ years, her legal experience has 
been diverse and international – ranging 
from insurance litigation to professional 
liability and complex commercial litigation 
to evolving risks such as data breach, 
cyber & privacy liability. she has a deep 
knowledge of the insurance industry, insurance policies and the various risks 
they insure against (primary, excess, reinsurance, program, surplus lines, 
London Market + international insurers). 

Ms. Lawler is CIPP/Us (Certified Information Privacy Professional) certified 
by IAPP, rated AV-Preeminent by Martindale-Hubbell, and has been a 
southern California “super Lawyer” for 16 years. Honored to be a Fellow 
and Founding Regent of the American College of Coverage Counsel, she 
is also a Past President of the FDCC and of the Insuralex global Insurance 
Lawyers group (Chambers-Band 1). she serves on several mediation panels, 
including the American Arbitration Association’s Commercial Panel.

Lawler ADR Services, LLC
106 standard street, el segundo, CA 90245

PH:  310-683-4332  |  jlawler@lawleradr.com  |  www.lawleradr.com

A SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

TRL_TAL_April_2021_CS6.indd   100 3/15/2021   5:14:53 PM




