
A SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

TOP  RATEDLAWYERS
2 0 2 1  E D I T I O N

T H E  D E F I N I T I V E  G U I D E  T O  L E G A L  R E P R E S E N T A T I O N

™

100   April 2021   |    americanlawyer.com/top-rated-lawyers

FLORIDA TAMPA

William F. “Chip” merlin, Jr.

Attorney Chip Merlin has grown 
the Merlin Law Group into one of 

the largest national firms representing 
policyholders in disputes against their 
own insurance companies since its 
founding in 1985. Advising CNN, Fox 
News, Fox Business News, and local 
television outlets around the country, 
he’s been dubbed “the Babe Ruth of 
Hurricane Claims” and “the Master of 
Disaster” by the press. 
Former chair for the Bad Faith 
Insurance Litigation Group with the 
American Association for Justice, he is 
a preeminent insurance attorney and consumer advocate with a focus 
on commercial and residential property insurance claim disputes and 
bad faith insurance litigation.
Chip has been blogging about helping consumers with their claims for 
more than ten years in his Property Insurance Coverage Blog. He wrote 
his book, Pay Up! Preventing A Disaster With Your Own Insurance 
Company, to give policyholders advice on handling their property 
insurance claims.
When not taking on big insurance companies, the former marathon 
runner can be found racing sailboats. 

777 S. Harbour Island Blvd., Suite 950, Tampa, FL 33602
Ph: 813.229.1000 | www.MerlinLawGroup.com
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Joshua h. Grabar

1650 Market Street | Suite 3600 | Philadelphia, PA 19103
Tel: 267.507.6085 | Fax: 267.507.6048 

jgrabar@grabarlaw.com  |  www.grabarlaw.com

Joshua H. Grabar, principal of the Grabar 
Law Office, is committed to providing 

outstanding advocacy, approaching every 
client with a focus on integrity, trust, and 
understanding.

Mr. Grabar has extensive experience 
as counsel in complex commercial and 
class action litigation in state and federal 
courts throughout the nation, specializing 
in antitrust, securities, and consumer 
protection matters. Mr. Grabar’s clients 
include publicly listed corporations, 
multinational manufacturers, distributors, 
municipalities, universities, shareholders, and consumers.

Mr. Grabar has a well-earned reputation for providing smart, sensible, 
and effective solutions for his clients. Mr. Grabar is peer rated “AV 
Preeminent” by Martindale-Hubble, signifying the highest level of 
professional excellence and ethical standing. He has been honored by 
his selection in 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020, and 2021 to Pennsylvania’s Super 
Lawyers, as well as by his selection in 2010 and 2013 to Pennsylvania’s 
Rising Stars by Thompson Reuters.

Mr. Grabar is a graduate of the University of Pennsylvania (B.A. 1995) 
and the Villanova University School of Law (J.D. 1998), where he served 
on the Villanova Law Review. Mr. Grabar is a member of the American 
and the Pennsylvania Bar Associations, as well as the International 
Municipal Lawyers Association and Engaging Local Government Leaders.

pennsylvania PHILADELPHIA

IDAHO BOISE

Scanlan GriffithS aldridGe + nickelS 

Joe Aldridge is a founding 
member of Scanlan Griffiths 

Aldridge + Nickels. Joe’s practice 
focuses primarily on medical and 
professional malpractice defense, 
transportation law, insurance 
defense, and product liability 
litigation. Joe has been successfully 
defending medical professionals and 
healthcare organizations throughout 
his legal career. Joe holds an AV 
Preeminent rating from Martindale-
Hubbell, having received the highest 
rating from his peers for professional excellence.

Scanlan Griffiths Aldridge + Nickels is a boutique, litigation-
focused law firm located in Boise, Idaho that takes a collaborative 
and creative approach to litigation and trials. The firm represents 
clients in the medical, trucking, and insurance industries, as well as 
complex commercial litigation, insurance coverage/bad faith, products 
liability, and beyond. Each member of the firm brings unique and 
complimentary strengths and skill sets to the practice, providing expert 
representation across multiple practice areas through every stage of the 
litigation process in courtrooms throughout Idaho. 

401 W. Front Street, Suite 307, Boise, ID 83702
T. 208.991.1200 | F. 208.908.0043 | jma@sganlaw.com | sganlaw.com 

Scanlan GriffithS aldridGe + nickelS

Joe aldridGe

California Los AngeLes

Jean M. LawLer 

Jean M. Lawler, an MC3-Certified 
Mediator, mediates commercial, 

insurance and civil litigation matters, 
including matters involving data breach, 
ransomware, privacy violations and cyber 
insurance. Available to mediate nationwide, 
Ms. Lawler has extensive experience in 
conducting online mediations. An attorney 
for 40+ years, her legal experience has 
been diverse and international – ranging 
from insurance litigation to professional 
liability and complex commercial litigation 
to evolving risks such as data breach, 
cyber & privacy liability. she has a deep 
knowledge of the insurance industry, insurance policies and the various risks 
they insure against (primary, excess, reinsurance, program, surplus lines, 
London Market + international insurers). 

Ms. Lawler is CIPP/Us (Certified Information Privacy Professional) certified 
by IAPP, rated AV-Preeminent by Martindale-Hubbell, and has been a 
southern California “super Lawyer” for 16 years. Honored to be a Fellow 
and Founding Regent of the American College of Coverage Counsel, she 
is also a Past President of the FDCC and of the Insuralex global Insurance 
Lawyers group (Chambers-Band 1). she serves on several mediation panels, 
including the American Arbitration Association’s Commercial Panel.

Lawler ADR Services, LLC
106 standard street, el segundo, CA 90245

PH:  310-683-4332  |  jlawler@lawleradr.com  |  www.lawleradr.com
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DC Washington

Rachel TRindeR

Rachel Trinder has over three decades of experience as an aviation and 
aerospace advocate in Washington, DC, advising airports, air carriers, 

helicopter operators, financial institutions, governments, civil aviation authorities, 
manufacturers, suppliers, and other entities on an extensive range of domestic and 
international aviation and aerospace matters. she is a national and international 
leader in her field, with a very strong record of positive results for her clients.

Rachel has extensive, in-depth experience in the regulatory, government affairs, 
commercial and legislative issues affecting the aviation and aerospace industries, 
including a broad range of matters before the U.s. Departments of transportation, 
state and Commerce, the Federal aviation administration, and the U.s. 
Department of homeland security. this includes airport and air carrier licensing 
and operations matters, air services development and proceedings, international 
bilateral agreements, Faa audits, and airport facilitation.

Born in africa and educated in the U.K. and the U.s., with law degrees from 
oxford University and the University of Virginia, Rachel’s primary focus is on 
highly focused strategic thinking, problem solving and advocacy. she believes 
in a personalized, hands-on approach that involves analyzing client needs and 
concerns, and developing a plan designed to achieve a successful result as 
speedily and cost effectively as possible. this may involve addressing issues at 
the Federal agency or congressional level, or the solution may be commercial, 
operational, transactional, or based on a combination of approaches, including 
mediation, arbitration and/or litigation. Rachel has extensive experience in all 
these disciplines, including in the international arena. she brings to the table a 
deep well of knowledge about the aviation and aerospace industries that enables 
her to bring critical perspective to any problem. 

1455 Pennsylvania avenue, nW, suite 400, Washington, DC 20004
Phone: 703.927.5667  |  rachel@trinderaviationlaw.com

www.trinderaviationlaw.com

Melissa DorMan Matthews

M elissa is the firm’s Diversity and Inclusion 
Partner, and represents clients in professional 

liability, product liability, employment, personal injury, 
construction, commercial litigation and premises 
liability matters. She is Texas counsel for a drug and 
medical device manufacturer, and serves other clients 
as local counsel in Texas state and federal courts 
as well. She has extensive experience representing 
a broad spectrum of industries and clients in 
attorney-client disputes, business and employment 
disputes, personal injury cases, and product defect 
cases. Melissa has gained extensive first-chair trial 
experience over her 26 years of practice, and has tried 
cases all over Texas and beyond. She has always been 
a champion of retaining and promoting women in law, 
and is spearheading the firm’s diversity and inclusion 
program by focusing the firm’s efforts on hiring, 
training, and retention initiatives. 

8750 N. Central Expy., Suite 1600, Dallas, Texas 75231
Telephone: 214.346.3771  |  Fax: 214.267.4271

mmatthews@hartlinebarger.com  |  www.hartlinebarger.com

Texas DALLAS 
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New York New York

Ronni DaviDowitz 

r onni Davidowitz is the head of katten’s New York Private wealth practice. 
She focuses her practice on trust and estate pre- and postmortem 

planning and administration, family succession planning, private client 
services, estate and gift tax audits, formation and counsel to public charities 
and private foundations, and estate and trust litigation and family dispute 
resolution. with deep experience among clients including high-net-worth 
individuals, closely held businesses, entrepreneurs, artists and art collectors, 
ronni is well known for her keen planning skills and sympathetic ear, as well as 
close attention to her clients’ affairs. 

In the ever-changing landscape of wealth planning, ronni acts as a resource 
to help her client’s strategies keep pace, and to avoid litigation wherever 
possible, while also holding a successful track record advising clients on 
estate and gift tax audits, estate and gift tax litigation and Surrogate’s Court 
contested matters, including probate disputes and fiduciary accountings. 
Additionally, she creates and advises public charities and private foundations, 
providing her listening ability and responsiveness to a well-rounded practice.

Ronni DaviDowitz women LeaDeRs in Law

Katten mUCHin Rosenman LLP
575 Madison Avenue, New York, New York 10022

PH: 212.940.8554 | ronni.davidowitz@katten.com | katten.com

OklahOma OklahOma City

Sarah Lee GoSSett ParriSh, eSq.
S arah lee Gossett Parrish (www.slgparrishlaw.com) is a third-generation attorney. She has 

achieved martindale-hubbel’s highest aV Preeminent™ rating for peer and judicial review, 
and has been selected to the Bar Register of Preeminent Women lawyers™. the National law 
Journal named Sarah lee one of its 2019 Cannabis trailblazers, and her law firm was voted the 
top Cannabis Business law Firm in Oklahoma in the Journal Record’s 2020 Readers Choice 
awards. She is a member of lawyers of Distinction recognizing Excellence in Cannabis law, the 
american Bar association, international Cannabis Bar association, National Cannabis industry 
association, NORml, the Oklahoma Cannabis industry association, and Oklahoma Women 
Cann. She is admitted to practice in Oklahoma, texas, and Colorado (Single Client), and is also 
admitted to practice before the United States Court of appeals for the tenth Circuit and the 
United States Supreme Court. her clients include cannabis dispensaries, cultivators, processors, 
and ancillary businesses. 

Sarah lee received her B.a. in letters from the University of Oklahoma, graduating with the 
Silver leitzeiser award for Outstanding Senior, Phi Beta kappa, and Summa Cum laude. While 
chairing the Oklahoma Governor’s Commission on the Status of Women, she was instrumental 
in starting the Oklahoma Women’s hall of Fame. Often interviewed in print and digital media, 
Sarah lee has been quoted in marijuana Business Daily, los angeles times, the Denver Post, 
the Chicago tribune, and online publications of aBC News, Newsmax, inStyle, Food and Wine, 
the leaf, leafbuyer.com, Cannabis tech, CPa Practice advisor, Cooking light, and health.com 
magazines. She has been a guest on numerous radio shows, including Cannabis a to Z with 
Frankie Boyer, iheart Radio, andy hooser the Voice of Reason, the mike Siegel Show, the heidi 
Selexa Show, and ktOk. her legal thriller took second place in the New york law Journal’s 2006 
Fiction Writing Contest, and she has shown her fine art photography at art San Diego and during 
miami’s art Basel week at Spectrum miami. active in her community, she was elected President 
of the Oklahoma City Chapter of Phi Beta kappa and President of the Oklahoma City Pi Beta Phi 
alumna Club. She is also a Sustaining member of the Oklahoma City Junior league.

405.815.3434 
slgparrish@slgparrishlaw.com

www.sarahleegossettparrish.com
Sarah Lee GoSSett ParriSh, PLLc

exceLLence. efficiency. inteGrity.
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Mary alexander

Mary alexander & associates, P.c.

Mary Alexander was recognized as one 
of the Top 100 Attorneys in California 

in 2020 as a result of obtaining some of the 
largest verdicts and settlements in the state. 
Such cases include:

$305 Million Settlement in Lead Paint 
Case – Mary Alexander was a lead attorney 
working tirelessly to negotiate a $305 million 
settlement on behalf of ten California counties 
against several paint companies involved in 
the nearly 20-year lawsuit over lead paint in 
California. Ms. Alexander worked on this case 
for its entirety with the settlement ending two 
decades of litigation, which included a $1.15 
billion bench verdict.

$32.7 Million Settlement in Premises 
Liability Case – Three-and-a-half years after 
the Ghost Ship Fires occurred, costing the 
lives of 36 people and injuring several others, 
the lawsuit was resolved in the summer of 
2020 for $32.7 million against the City of 
Oakland. 32 families, along with a survivor who 
suffered brain damage and burns, agreed to 
the settlement. The City had 100’s of contacts 
with the Ghost Ship over more than two years, 
by police and firemen who knew that people 
lived there, but the City turned a blind eye. Ultimately, a fire occurred that cost dozens of lives, 
ruined numerous families and injured dozens of other people. Mary was Liaison Counsel for a 
team of highly skilled attorneys that obtained this tremendous result. The case also resolved 
against PG&E.

$21.4 Million Jury Verdict in Benzene Case – Mary Alexander obtained a $21.4 million jury 
verdict on behalf of the families of two brothers who died of cancer as a result of their exposure 
to the known cancer-causing chemical benzene. The trial lasted over four weeks with the jury 
deliberating for roughly 3 days. The families of Gary Eaves and his brother Randy Eaves filed 
a lawsuit against Union Oil which made the benzene-containing rubber solvent the brothers 
regularly worked with at their jobs in a tire manufacturing plant. The brothers were longtime 
employees of the plant and exposed to large amounts of benzene in their work. The jury sided 
with the plaintiffs who contended the oil company knew the solvents they sold contained 
benzene.

44 Montgomery Street, Suite 1303, San Francisco, CA 94104
Phone: 415.433.4440, Fax: 415.433.5440 • www.maryalexanderlaw.com

CALIFORNIA SAN FRANCISCO

TRL_TAL_April_2021_CS6.indd   105 3/15/2021   1:57:10 PM



A SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION A SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

Women Leaders in Law TOP  RATEDLAWYERS
2 0 2 1  E D I T I O N

T H E  D E F I N I T I V E  G U I D E  T O  L E G A L  R E P R E S E N T A T I O N

™

TOP  RATEDLAWYERS
2 0 2 1  E D I T I O N

T H E  D E F I N I T I V E  G U I D E  T O  L E G A L  R E P R E S E N T A T I O N

™

106   April 2021   |    americanlawyer.com/top-rated-lawyers

Patricia Kay Dube

P atricia Kay Dube has 42 years of experience in handling general civil complex 
litigation in federal and states courts and arbitration proceedings in areas that 

include commercial litigation, products liability, construction defect, professional 
malpractice, employment disputes, maritime and transportation, insurance 
disputes and subrogation litigation. Her practice includes handling of excess and 
reinsurance matters, negotiation of insurance contracts and manuscript provisions, 
negotiating complex cost sharing agreements, and related insurance matters on 
a domestic and international basis. She has experience in the London market and 
has represented foreign underwriters in evaluation and supervision of product 
liability claims of recognized international corporations throughout the world. In 
addition, Ms. Dube is a certified Mediator with certifications from the Harvard 
Law School Program on Negotiations and the A.A. White School of Alternative 
Dispute Resolution – University of Houston Law Center. She is also a member of 
the Texas Bar College. 

Ms. Dube has consistently been rated AV Preeminent – Peer Review by 
Martindale-Hubbell for ethical standards legal ability since 1986. She has been 
a member of the Bar Register of Preeminent Women Lawyers for over 15 years. 
Ms. Dube received a Bachelor of Science Degree from the University of Texas at 
Austin in 1972, a Master of Arts Degree from Sam Houston University in 1973, and 
earned her J. D. from South Texas College of Law in 1979, where she was assistant 
editor of Law Review. 

Ms. Dube currently practices throughout the state of Texas with the firm of Burt 
Barr & Associates, LLP out of the firm’s offices in Dallas and Houston, Texas.

GENERAL CIVIL LITIGATION AND INSURANCE MATTERS

203 East Colorado Blvd, Dallas, Texas 75203
Dallas Telephone: 214.943.0012  |  Houston Telephone: 713.225.2297

Facsimile: 214.943.0048
pkdube@bbarr.com  |  www.burtbarr.com

Patricia Kay Dube, P.c.

Texas DALLAS - HOUSTON

Mississippi Starkville

Lydia QuarLes

Lydia Quarles is a principal in the firm of 
Mozingo|Quarles PllC with offices in Jackson and 

Starkville, Mississippi. She and firm principal James r. 
Mozingo have established a boutique practice built 
around their motto: Creative solutions. Sound advice. 
With a spectrum of legal expertise and a breadth of 
personal talents, lydia has been able to offer her clients 
one-of-a-kind professional services. the firm is able to 
provide the skills, experience and resources of much 
larger firms, without sacrificing the personalized focus and 
attention that comes with its size. areas of practice include 
business and commercial litigation, business transactions 
and contracts, business formation and operation, public 
entity representation, labor and employment, real estate 
transactions, and a select domestic and family practice. 
the firm is also adept at representing professionals in 
professional board inquiries, and lydia is an experienced 
mediator. M|Q and its lawyers practice before all federal, 
state and local courts and many administrative bodies.

lydia is a Martindale-Hubbell av rated lawyer who is 
also recognized by Martindale as a Preeminent Woman 
lawyer in america.

1016 louisville Street, Suite e, Starkville, MS 39579
tel: 662.268.5096  |  Fax: 662.323.5256

lydia@mqlawoffices.com  |  www.mozingolaw.comMozingo | QuarLes PLLC
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Melinda S. Gentile

Melinda (“Mindy”) Gentile is partner in the Miami office of Peckar & Abramson, P.C., the 
nation’s largest construction law firm*. A Florida Bar Board Certified Construction Law 

Specialist and Certified Florida Supreme Court Circuit Civil Mediator and Qualified Arbitrator, 
she has extensive experience in construction law and dispute resolution. Leveraging more 
than 35 years as a construction lawyer and commercial litigator, Mindy is a highly qualified 
Construction Arbitrator, Mediator, Neutral Evaluator, Dispute Board Member, Special Master, 
Fee Expert, and Private Resolution Judge. 

Mindy is presently transitioning her practice to dispute resolution services, exclusively. 
Known as an insightful, practical problem solver, her commitment to providing cost-effective 
business solutions is paramount. Mindy’s expertise is built upon decades in the construction 
industry and she is among a small group of uniquely situated, highly qualified practitioners 
in this area. Put simply, Mindy’s understanding of the construction process – from the earliest 
stages of project documentation, through project administration, to completion – and her 
extensive construction litigation background, enables her to deliver creative, impartial dispute 
resolution services.

Mindy began her career as a rarity, a woman in two male-dominated fields – construction 
law and the construction industry. She is deeply committed to developing the careers of 
women and diverse individuals in both the industry and construction law. As Co-Founder and 
Co-Chair of the annual Groundbreaking Women in Construction conference, Mindy works 
alongside colleagues to change the dialog around diversity and inclusion in construction. 
Mindy also chairs P&A’s D&I Committee, driving forward the firm’s 42-year commitment to 
these ideals.

Mindy’s accolades include: Lifetime Achievement Award, Real Property, Probate & Trust 
Law Section of The Florida Bar, Construction Law Committee; Best Lawyers In America 
(Construction); Florida Super Lawyers (Construction Litigation); Chambers USA Band 2 
(Construction Law); and Martindale-Hubbell “AV Preeminent”.

*According to Construction Executive’s “Top 50 Construction Law Firms” rankings.

Florida MIAMI

One Southeast Third Avenue
Suite 2000, Miami, FL 33131

T 305.358.2600  |  F 305.375.0328
mgentile@pecklaw.com  |  www.pecklaw.com

CONSTRUCTION DISPUTE RESOLUTION

Massachusetts | california Boston | san Francisco

Berman tabacco is one of the country’s premier class action law firms focused 
on complex business and fraud litigation, with attorneys in Boston and san 

Francisco. Kathleen M. Donovan-Maher and nicole Lavallee are the Managing 
Partners of Berman tabacco’s Boston and san Francisco offices, respectively, and 
members of the firm’s Executive committee. 

Kathleen focuses her practice on prosecuting complex class actions, including 
rico, Erisa, securities and whistleblower cases, and has served as lead or co-lead 
counsel in large, complex cases in federal courts around the country. nicole focuses 
her practice on complex litigation, particularly securities litigation and has also served 
as lead counsel in numerous large securities fraud class actions and derivative actions. 

in addition to being ranked aV® Preeminent™ by Martindale-Hubbell®, Kathleen 
and nicole have each been recognized for their work by various organizations, 
including Benchmark Litigation, Lawdragon, super Lawyers and/or the Legal 500. 

www.bermantabacco.com  |  law@bermantabacco.com

san francisco
44 Montgomery st, ste 650 

san Francisco, ca 94104
Ph: 415.433.3200 

Boston
one Liberty square 
Boston, Ma 02109
Ph: 617.542.8300 

Kathleen M. Donovan-Maher nicole lavallee

CinCinnati OhiO

Janet GilliGan abaray 

Janet Abaray is the managing 
shareholder of Burg Simpson’s 

Ohio office. She has litigated 
extensively in the area of 
pharmaceutical products liability 
and represents plaintiffs in personal 
injury and many insurance and 
contract disputes. Ms. Abaray has 
achieved the highest rating from 
her peers for the quality of legal 
work, professionalism, and ethics 
by receiving an “AV” rating by 
Martindale-hubbell. Cincinnati 
Magazine has recognized her as one of the Cincinnati Area’s Top 25 
Women Lawyers and top Cincinnati attorneys. She has been named 
an Ohio Super Lawyer, 2005-2021, and has also met the standard of 
excellence for selection as one of The National Trial Lawyer’s Top 100 
Lawyers. Ms. Abaray has been selected by members of the national 
legal community as one of the Best Lawyers in America for Mass Tort 
Litigation since 2011. Ms. Abaray was also named by Best Lawyers® as 
“Lawyer of the Year” for 2014 and 2020 for Mass Tort Litigation/Class 
Actions – Plaintiffs, Cincinnati, and Best Lawyers® “Lawyer of the Year 
2020,” for Personal injury Litigation – Plaintiffs, Cincinnati.

PNC Center, 201 East 5th Street, Suite 1340, Cincinnati, Oh 45202
T. 513.852.5600  |  www.burgsimpsonohio.com

burG SimpSon eldredGe HerSH & Jardine, p.C.
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CA SAN MARCOS

Rhonda J. holmes, esq.

L icensed to practice law since 1991, Ms. 
Holmes concentrates on trial work in 

complex commercial matters. Ms. Holmes, 
after a 20-year practice in a firm she co-
founded (Gordon & Holmes), founded a 
solo trial practice in San Marcos, CA.
Ms. Holmes: Obtained her Juris Doctor 
degree from the University of San Diego 
School of Law; Became a National 
Football League Player Agent; Published 
various scholarly articles; Maintained 
the Martindale-Hubbell “AV Preeminent 
Rating” for the past two decades; Received the “San Diego’s Top 
Lawyers” award throughout her legal career; Received the “American 
Registry America’s Most Honored Lawyers” award throughout her 
legal career (awarded for continuous professional recognition, an 
accomplishment realized by only the top one percent of American 
lawyers); Received the Tribute to Women in Industry award; Received 
the “President’s Star” award (for going above and beyond and 
representing indigent clients on a pro bono basis); Received the 
“Outstanding Trial Lawyer” award throughout her legal career; and 
Received the “Trial Lawyer of the Year” award. Received the California 
Senate’s “Distinguished Leadership and Outstanding Contributions 
Ms. Holmes resides in San Marcos, CA with her husband and family.

holmes law GRoup ~ Civil TRial lawyeRs

Rhonda J. Holmes, Esq. 
HOLMES LAW GROUP Civil Trial Lawyers

1030 La Bonita Drive, Suite 314, San Marcos, CA 92078
T 760-539-7315 | rholmes@hlgtriallawyers.com

florida West Palm Beach

Brenda S. Fulmer

BReNDa s. FUlmeR is a shareholder with the 
law firm of searcy Denney scarola Barnhart & 

shipley, one of the largest personal injury law firms 
in Florida. For the past 26 years, her practice has 
focused on the areas of plaintiffs’ pharmaceutical 
and medical device mass tort litigation. ms. Fulmer 
graduated from the University of south Florida with 
a B.s. in Finance and received her Juris Doctor 
degree cum laude from stetson college of law. 
Brenda Fulmer has been named one of the top 
100 trial lawyers by the american trial lawyers 
association, selected as a super lawyer from 
Florida, listed as one of Florida trend’s Florida 
legal elite, included in the Best lawyers in america and selected as a leading 
Plaintiff consumer lawyer by lawdragon. she is aV rated by martindale-hubbell.
ms. Fulmer serves on the Board of Governors for the american association for 
Justice (aaJ) and the Florida Justice association (FJa) and is also active in the 
Palm Beach county Bar association, Palm Beach county Justice association, and 
the Florida Bar.
she currently co-leads several litigation groups, serves in leadership positions with 
multiple mDls, and is a frequent lecturer on drug and medical device litigation 
and consumer drug safety issues. she has received numerous awards from the 
FJa and aaJ for her efforts in membership, political fundraising, and lobbying. 
she is a graduate of aaJ’s leadership academy and received the prestigious 
marie lambert award for her exemplary leadership to the profession, her 
community, to aaJ and to the Women’s trial lawyer caucus. Brenda is active in 
many charities dedicated to serving the community.

2139 Palm Beach lakes Boulevard, West Palm Beach, Fl  33409
t: 561.686.6300 | www.searcylaw.com

Searcy denney Scarola Barnhart & Shipley, p.a.

E. MichEllE BohrEEr

109 N Post Oak Lane, Suite 425, Houston, Texas 77024
Ph: 832.856.3006  |  Fax: 832.856.2891

www.bohreerlaw.com

E. Michelle Bohreer is a founder 
and the managing partner of 

Bohreer Law Firm PLLC, an employment 
defense and commercial litigation 
boutique. Michelle brings over 30 years’ 
experience and a dynamic relationship 
approach to her legal practice. Michelle 
views the job of a lawyer from the 
perspective of counselor and strategic 
partner first, and then, after all proactive 
efforts have been taken to avoid 
litigation, as an advocate zealously 
representing the interests of the client. 
Michelle actively engages in preparing 
and training on employee policies 
including discrimination and harassment, providing investigation assistance, 
and defending charges of discrimination and unemployment claims. Prior 
to attending law school, Michelle received her CPA license and utilizes 
those skills in analyzing business issues disputes. Michelle believes that 
clients should be apprised of changes in the law before the client finds out 
the hard way. Through e-blast and Facebook updates, Bohreer Law Firm 
highlights potential “trouble spots”. Business and employment negotiations 
and litigation require a lawyer that understands business. Michelle does. 
Bohreer Law Firm stands at the intersection of business and law.

TExas HOuSTON

Like us on 

RANDY SUE POLLOCK

California Oakland

law Offices Of 
randy Sue PolloCk

286 santa clara avenue, Oakland, ca 94610  
T: 510.763.9967  |  e: rsp@rspollocklaw.com

randy sue Pollock is a highly experienced
federal criminal trial attorney who 

practices in the northern district of california 
as well as all federal courts in california and 
nationally. she has decades of experience 
in a broad range of complex white collar 
charges including mail and wire fraud, tax 
fraud, health care fraud, money laundering, 
economic espionage, and federal forfeitures. 
Randy sue has represented clients in 
numerous federal jury trials and has argued 
more than a dozen cases in the United states 
court of appeals for the ninth circuit. Most 
recently she spent the first two months of the pandemic in a drug conspiracy/
money laundering jury trial in the eastern district of kentucky that resulted in 
an acquittal.

Randy sue has been named to the northern california super lawyers list 
as one of the top attorneys in northern california for 2011-present and was 
recognized by the san francisco Recorder as one of the best attorneys in 
california in 2011.

Randy sue has served as a lawyer representative to the northern district of 
california and was just elected as Vice-President in Oakland of the northern 
district of california chapter of the federal Bar association. she is also a 
cofounder of the women attorneys advocacy Project in san francisco.
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California Los AngeLes

GinGer PiGott

Ginger Pigott provides critical product 
liability advice and litigation defense 

to emerging and established businesses. 
ginger has served as national and regional 
counsel defending manufacturers of 
medical device and pharmaceutical 
products in products liability litigation. 
she handles high-stakes, single-plaintiff 
cases and complex litigation, including 
MDLs, coordinated state and class actions. 
ginger is a trusted product liability 
business consultant helping businesses 
reduce and eliminate litigation risk 
through essential assessment and review 
of potential product liability exposure. 
ginger helps companies identify and 
understand exposure triggers and reduce those risks. 

ginger is Vice-Chair of greenberg Traurig’s Pharmaceutical, Medical Device 
and Health Care Litigation practice, helping lead the 100+-person team which 
The American Lawyer named 2018 “Product Liability Litigation Department of 
the Year”. ginger has been recognized as a “Life sciences star” by LMG Life 
Sciences, and she was named among Euromoney’s Expert Guides “Best of the 
Best” for Life sciences. Also, ginger has been listed in Who’s Who Legal for 
Product Liability Defence, The Legal 500 United States, and Chambers USA, 
including the Chambers USA “Women in Law Awards”.

Los Angeles
1840 Century Park east, suite 1900 

Los Angeles, CA 90067
United states

Tel: 310.586.7700  |  Fax: 310.586.7800
pigottg@gtlaw.com  |  www.gtlaw.com

2021 Women Leaders in LaW: GinGer PiGott

GeorGia AtlAntA

1180 West Peachtree Street, nW 
Suite 1650, Atlanta, GA 30309

404.400.3350 main | 404.400.3340 direct | 404.609.2504 fax

AllegrA lAwrence-HArdy 

a llegra lawrence-Hardy is 
the co-founding partner 

of lawrence & Bundy llC, a 
commercial litigation firm with 
a comprehensive breadth of 
experience representing and 
advising clients across a broad 
spectrum of industries. Allegra 
uses creativity and results-oriented 
strategic analysis to develop legal 
solutions that work for her clients.
Allegra focuses her practice on 
Crisis Management, Business 
and Commercial litigation, and labor and Employment law. 
She has successfully represented Fortune 100 companies 
throughout the United States and abroad in numerous trials, 
arbitrations, and other forms of alternative dispute resolution. 
Allegra is known for her skill in trying cases, negotiating 
complex settlements, conducting culturally sensitive 
investigations, and finding creative solutions. She helps 
develop processes and tools for improving the efficiency and 
delivery of legal services. 

We congratulate our Martindale-Hubbell AV 
Rated® shareholders for being selected as  

2021 Women Leaders in The Law.

Arlington
2200 Clarendon Blvd, Suite 1300

Arlington, VA 22201
703.528.4700 

Loudoun
1 East Market St, Suite 300

Leesburg, VA 20176
703.737.3633 

Prince William
4310 Prince William Pkwy, Suite 300 

Prince William, VA 22192
703.680.4664 
Winchester

204 South Loudoun St, Suite 100
Winchester, VA  22601

540.667.4912

We congratulate our Martindale-Hubbell AV 
Rated® shareholders for being selected as 

2019 Women Leaders in The Law.

T H E L A N D L AW Y E R S .C O M

A land use, business, litigation, and estate planning 
law firm serving its clients for over 35 years.

Nan Walsh Lynne Strobel Wendy Alexander Kathleen Smith

Marcia S. Wagner

MARCIA S. WAGNER is the 
founding and principal partner 

at The Wagner Law Group, a certified 
Woman-Owned Business established 
in 1996, and widely recognized as the 
country’s top ERISA and employee 
benefits law firm. Ms. Wagner is 
recognized as an expert in ERISA, 
employee benefits and executive 
compensation matters, including 
ERISA fiduciary law, qualified and 
non-qualified retirement plans, all 
forms of deferred compensation, and 
welfare benefit arrangements. 

Ms. Wagner has been inducted 
as a Fellow of the American College of Employee Benefits Counsel, 
an invitation-only organization of nationally-recognized employee 
benefits lawyers with 20 or more years of experience, is AV-rated by 
Martindale-Hubbell and has been listed in the Top 50 Women Lawyers 
in New England in New England Super Lawyers Magazine.

Ms. Wagner has written hundreds of articles and 23 books. She is 
commonly quoted in business publications such as The Wall Street 
Journal, Financial Times, Pension & Investments, and many more, as 
well as being a frequent guest on FOX, CNN, Bloomberg, NBC and 
other televised media outlets.

Massachusetts BOSTON

99 Summer Street, 13th Floor, Boston, MA 02110 
Tel: 617.357.5200  |  Fax: 617.357.5250

www.wagnerlawgroup.com

TRL_TAL_April_2021_CS6.indd   109 3/15/2021   2:32:34 PM



A SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION A SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

Women Leaders in Law TOP  RATEDLAWYERS
2 0 2 1  E D I T I O N

T H E  D E F I N I T I V E  G U I D E  T O  L E G A L  R E P R E S E N T A T I O N

™

TOP  RATEDLAWYERS
2 0 2 1  E D I T I O N

T H E  D E F I N I T I V E  G U I D E  T O  L E G A L  R E P R E S E N T A T I O N

™

110   April 2021   |    americanlawyer.com/top-rated-lawyers

L.A. Perkins

5301 North Federal Highway, Suite 110, Boca Raton, Florida 33487
P: 561.467.4001 | F: 561.467.4019

lperkins@brandprotection.law | www.brandprotection.law

M s. Perkins has more than 24 
years of experience successfully 

representing clients from individuals to 
Fortune 500 companies in a variety of 
industries in federal and state courts. 
She focuses her practice on counseling, 
litigation, and mediation in the areas 
of intellectual property law, including 
trademark infringement, copyright 
infringement, trade secret, unfair 
competition, promotion and marketing 
disputes, and employment matters. 
She is passionate about helping clients 
identify and protect their intellectual property assets and enforcing 
their intellectual property rights when necessary. Ms. Perkins has an AV® 
Preeminent™ rating from Martindale-Hubbell Law Directory; the rating 
indicates the highest level of skill, integrity and professional conduct and 
is awarded to less than eight percent of all United States lawyers.

Ms. Perkins is committed to giving back and making a positive impact. 
She is the President of the South Palm Beach County Bar Association 
and has been instrumental in the Bar Association’s Diversity & Inclusion 
initiatives. She is an inspirational speaker in a court intervention program 
for troubled teenagers and supports various charitable organizations.

Florida BoCA RAtoN CA South San FranciSco

Helena S. YounoSSi

P: 650.737.7600 | F: 650.737.7605 | helena@younossi.com 
www.younossi.com

Helena S. Younossi has extensive 
experience helping companies 

ranging from startups to Fortune 500 
multinationals with their u.S. business 
immigration matters, including 
employee work authorizations, i-9 irca 
compliance, M&a, Lca compliance, 
immigration Program and Policy 
development, as well as consular and 
Global work visa coordination. She 
also represents individuals and families 
in their immigration related needs. Prior to opening her own firm 
she was a partner at the largest u.S. corporate immigration firm. Ms. 
Younossi has been invited to speak on immigration and legal ethics 
by organizations such the american Bar association (aBa), the Public 
Law institute (PLi), the Sixth annual Statewide Ethics Symposium and 
the immigrant Legal resource center, to name a few. She is a Former 
Member of the State Bar Executive committee of the international 
Law Section, the aiLa national Ethics and Practice Management 
committee, has served as the aiLa norcal Ethics Liaison, and is the 
former Vice chair of the BaSF Ethics committee. Ms. Younossi has 
been peer selected for inclusion in the Best Lawyers in america and 
the northern california Super Lawyers every year since 2010. She is a 
three-time recipient of the Wiley W. Manuel award, is a native speaker 
of German and Farsi and is conversational in French.

New York New York

Karen artz ash

Fashion and beauty businesses 
seek karen Artz Ash, National 

Co-Chair of katten’s Intellectual 
Property Department, because of 
her unique industry expertise. She 
also serves as Chairman of VoLS 
serving indigent New Yorkers and 
is Chair of katten’s NY Pro Bono 
Committee. She is an Adjunct 
Professor at New York Law School, 
writes a monthly legal column, 
has contributed to several books on fashion law, served on the 
Federal Mediation Advisory Committee (SDNY), and is a Court 
appointed Mediator for the Federal Appellate Courts. She was 
honored by NYLS , MIP Magazine’s Lifetime Achievement Award, 
wTr 50 Best IP Attorneys, Crain’s Notable women  in Business 
and Law, and NY Super Lawyers for 15 consecutive years.

KATTEN MUCHIN ROSENMAN LLP
575 Madison Avenue, New York, New York 10022

PH: 212.940.8554  |  karen.ash@kattenlaw.com
https://katten.com/karen-Artz-Ash

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY AND FASHION LAW

TEXAS dallas

Tonya L. Johannsen

Tonya l. Johannsen has 35 years of experience in 
handling general civil litigation matters including 

complex financial institution contracts, real estate 
matters and business tort disputes as well as high 
profile construction negotiations and controversies. 
she engages with and educates her clients about best 
legal and business practices to identify potential issues 
early in the business process to avoid and resolve 
disputes. Ms. Johannsen provides highly focused 
strategic thinking, problem solving and advocacy delivered in a hands-on manner 
that involves analyzing client needs and concerns and developing a plan designed 
to achieve a successful result effectively and efficiently. during her eleven years 
as general counsel for a large construction company, Ms. Johannsen developed 
expertise in construction law and dispute resolution. Her representation begins 
at the earliest stages of negotiation and preparation of contract documents and 
continues through the construction process and any disputes that may arise with 
a goal of facilitating the delivery of projects on-time and within the budget. When 
early dispute resolution is impossible, Ms. Johannsen vigorously represents her 
clients in proceedings before state and federal courts and in mediation, arbitration 
and private negotiations.

Ms. Johannsen has achieved Martindale-Hubbell’s highest aV Preeminent 
rating for peer and judicial reviews every year since 1997. additionally, she has 
been named as one of the Best lawyers in dallas for commercial and construction 
litigation and is a Fellow of the Construction lawyers society of america. Ms. 
Johannsen has been named in Who’s Who from 2012 through 2021 and as the 
Outstanding alumni from Texas Tech University school of law in 2019. While serving 
as general counsel she was recognized as one of the dallas Bar association’s 
Inspiring Women and in 2017 was honored by the National diversity Counsel.

Ms. Johannsen currently practices with Estes Thorne & Carr, woman-owned firm 
located in dallas, Texas.

FinanciaL, ReaL esTaTe and consTRucTion negoTiaTion and LiTigaTion

3811 Turtle Creek Blvd., suite 2000, dallas, Texas 75219
P: 214-599-4000 | C: (972) 415-4417 | F: 214-599-4099  
tjohannsen@estesthornecarr.com | www.estesthornecarr.com
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