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The following section features attorneys who have demonstrated leadership qualities and have 
achieved the AV Preeminent rating by Martindale-Hubbell®. 

Martindale-Hubbell®, the company that has long set the standard for lawyer ratings, has supplied ALM 
with a list of Top Rated Lawyers who have achieved an AV® Preeminent® Peer Review Rating, the highest 
rating in legal ability and ethical standards. To create this section, Martindale-Hubbell® tapped its com-
prehensive database of Martindale-Hubbell® Peer Review Ratings™ to identify lawyers who have been 
rated by their peers to be AV® Preeminent™. 

Martindale Hubbell Peer Review Ratings are driven by the confidential opinions of lawyers and 
members of the judiciary who receive invitations from Martindale-Hubbell®, via an online survey or by 
mail, to provide reviews of lawyers of whom they have professional knowledge.

A complete directory of all AV® Preeminent™ lawyers can be found online at Lawyers.com® and 
Martindale.com, in the Martindale-Hubbell® Law Directory in print and CD-ROM formats, and online 
through the LexisNexis® services and at lexis.com. Attorneys shown do not constitute the full list of  
“Top Rated Lawyers” 
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New England’s Top Rated

MASSACHUSETTS BOSTON

Advocating For Victims Of Mesothelioma And Asbestos Disease
Thornton Law Firm is New England’s first and largest dedicated
mesothelioma law firm. In more than 40 years of practice by our
experienced trial teams, we have represented thousands of victims of
mesothelioma and their families.

Leading The Fight For Children With Serious Birth Defects
Thornton Law Firm represents children and families across the country in
cases where parental chemical exposure led to a child’s birth defects.
The firm was one of the first to bring birth defect cases involving
exposure to toxic substances.

Experienced, Results-Driven Securities Class Action Attorneys
Thornton Law Firm’s securities litigation attorneys have significant
experience bringing lawsuits against public companies, aggressively
pursuing recoveries on behalf of defrauded investors.

Representing Whistleblowers In SEC And False Claims Cases
Federal and state whistleblowing laws are powerful tools against
corporate wrongdoing and fraud and may provide a substantial reward to
whistleblowers. Our experienced and successful whistleblower team
helps bring fraud to light.

Standing Up For Victims Of Financial Fraud
Thornton Law Firm represents individual investors, public and private
pension funds, employees, and unions in many areas of financial fraud
litigation.

Helping Those Injured By Defective Products, Drugs, And
Medical Devices
Thornton Law Firm has decades of experience representing those
injured by products, drugs, and medical devices. We represent clients
in nearly all such multidistrict litigations in the United States.

Celebrating our Fifth Decade Fighting For Our Clients
Founded in 1978 by Michael P. Thornton, Thornton Law Firm has a

tradition of excellence when it comes to representing victims.

THORNTON LAW FIRM LLP

One Lincoln Street ◆ Boston, MA 02111 ◆ Phone: 617-720-1333 ◆ Toll Free: 888-491-9726
Fax: 617-720-2445 ◆ www.tenlaw.com
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Midwest’s Top Rated

ILLINOIS WAUKEGAN

325 Washington St., Suite 400, Waukegan, IL 60085
p: 847.336.7888

Jstone@jedstone.com • www.jedstone.com

Jed Stone

S tone & Associates, Ltd. is a leader 
in the field of criminal defense. Jed 

Stone has defended persons charged 
with serious crime in both federal and 
state courts. He has argued criminal 
causes in the supreme courts of Illinois, 
Louisiana, Wisconsin and before the 
Supreme Court of the United States. 
Stone is a Leading Lawyer in criminal 
defense and a respected advocate on 
appeal. He is a Fellow of the American 
Board of Criminal Lawyers. The Chicago 
Bar Association has declared him a 
Master Advocate. The American Society 
of Legal Advocates lists Jed Stone as 
one of their top 100 lawyers. With 43 years of experience at the bar, Jed 
Stone and his team of lawyers, investigators, paralegals and staff stand 
ready to defend you or a loved one charged with a serious crime.

Jed Stone is a past president of the Illinois Association of Criminal 
Defense Lawyers and former chair of the Illinois Coalition to Abolish the 
Death Penalty. He has held a faculty appointment at Lake Forest College 
where he taught courses in criminal law and procedure. Stone was 
recently inducted in the NAACP Civil Rights Hall of Fame in Lake County, 
Illinois Chicago-Kent College of Law awarded Stone the Abraham Lincoln 
Marovitz Public Interest Law Award in 2008.

If you only get one phone call, make it count: Call Stone & Assoicates.

MICHIGAN TROY

Erika a. riggs

A ttorney Erika A. Riggs graduated from 
Wayne State University where she 

earned her bachelor’s and law degree. 
During law school, Erika co-founded a 
non-profit, The 313 Project, providing 
scholarships for at-risk youth, pro-bono 
legal advice as well as volunteer work 
in Detroit. She is a co-founding partner 
of Disability Law Group – a boutique 
disability law firm helping the disabled win 
the benefits they deserve.

Mrs. Riggs has devoted her entire career 
to assisting the disabled before the Social 
Security Administration and the Department of Veterans Affairs. Erika 
can regularly be found in her community engaging non-profits and 
volunteering at community events. She also serves as a volunteer 
civil court mediator and as a council member of the State Bar of 
Michigan Young Lawyer Section. Her compassion and commitment 
to under-served populations are as notable as her skilled and unique 
legal arguments. Mrs. Riggs received the inaugural Crain’s Detroit 
Business ‘Notable Women Lawyers’ award in 2017, Avvo’s Client 
Choice award for the fourth consecutive year, and the Rising Star 
award by Super Lawyers for the third consecutive year.

625 E. Big Beaver Road, Suite 204, Troy, MI 48083
Toll-Free: 800.838.1100

erika@attorneysDLG.com  |  www.disabilitylawgroup.com

MASSACHUSETTS BOSTON

Kathleen M. Donovan-Maher 

One Liberty Square, Boston, MA 02109
Ph: 617.542.8300 | kdonovanmaher@bermantabacco.com | www.bermantabacco.com

Kathleen M. Donovan-Maher is the 
Managing Partner of Berman Tabacco’s 

Boston office and a member of the firm’s 
Executive Committee. Kathleen focuses 
her practice on prosecuting complex class 
actions, including RICO, ERISA, securities and 
whistleblower cases. Kathleen has served as 
lead or co-lead counsel in large, complex cases 
in federal courts around the country.

As co-lead counsel, Kathleen leads the 
litigation team in Solomon v. American Web 
Loan, Inc., No. 4:17-cv-145 (E.D. Va.), a case 
against online lenders who allegedly attempt 
to hide behind the “tribal immunity” doctrine 
when loaning monies and charging interest rates in excess of 400%, and in 
some cases over 700%, in violation of RICO, which recently settled for $141 
million (comprised of $65 million in cash and $76 million in loan forgiveness). 
Kathleen also leads an ERISA class action against pharmacy benefit 
managers in connection with the skyrocketing price of the EpiPen. 

Kathleen has a passion for advocating on behalf of the little guy and 
holding wrongdoers accountable. Through all stages of litigation, including 
trial, Kathleen has helped recover billions of dollars for consumers, investors 
and institutions.

Kathleen is ranked AV® Preeminent™ by Martindale-Hubbell® and was 
selected for their Bar Register of Preeminent Women Lawyers, and has been 
recognized among the Benchmark Plaintiff Top 150 Women in Litigation, 
designated a Local Litigation Star by Benchmark Litigation, named a Super 
Lawyer by New England Super Lawyers Magazine and, most recently, 
selected by Lawdragon in its 500 Leading Plaintiff Financial Lawyers guide.

This practical guide provides a fresh linear approach to due diligence 

procedures. Chivers delivers the right mix of real-life examples and 

practical tools to help you move more quickly and intelligently.

Visit: lawcatalog.com or Call 877-807-8076

LawJournalPress.com

Due Diligence in Securities Offerings 
by Corey R. Chivers

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Corey R. Chivers is a partner in Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP’s Capital Markets practice. He has represented 

corporations, investment banks, national governments and multinational financial institutions in a wide range 

of public and private securities offerings, including initial public offerings, major high-yield transactions and 

investment grade debt offerings.

NEW BOOK

Print eBook Online
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