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The following section features attorneys who have demonstrated 
leadership qualities and have achieved the AV Preeminent rating 

by Martindale-Hubbell®. 

Martindale-Hubbell®, the company that has long set the standard 

for lawyer ratings, has supplied ALM with a list of Top Rated Lawyers 

who have achieved an AV® Preeminent® Peer Review Rating, the 

highest rating in legal ability and ethical standards. To create this 

section, Martindale-Hubbell® tapped its comprehensive database of 

Martindale-Hubbell® Peer Review Ratings™ to identify lawyers who 

have been rated by their peers to be AV® Preeminent™. 

Martindale Hubbell Peer Review Ratings are driven by the 

confidential opinions of lawyers and members of the judiciary who 

receive invitations from Martindale-Hubbell®, via an online survey or 

by mail, to provide reviews of lawyers of whom they have professional 

knowledge.

A complete directory of all AV® Preeminent™ lawyers can be 

found online at Lawyers.com® and Martindale.com, in the Martindale-

Hubbell® Law Directory in print and CD-ROM formats, and online 

through the LexisNexis® services and at lexis.com. Attorneys shown 

do not constitute the full list of “Top Rated Lawyers” 
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VIRGINIA FALLS CHURCH

RogeR MccluRe

W ashington Wealth 
Counsellors PC provides 

business and personal legal 
counselling in the fields of 
business, estate, tax and asset 
protection planning. We are 
able to coordinate your business 
and personal planning for you, 
your future, your family and 
loved ones. We have over 40 
years of experience in business 
and real estate structures, sales 
and purchases and tax deferred 
exchanges. We concentrate in 
Virginia, DC and Maryland and through Wealth Counsel, we 
have attorney contacts in every state. We are often the go to 
company for effective tax planning by referrals from CPAs. 
We have successfully assisted clients in IRS audits, estate 
administration and resolution of litigated cases. Roger McClure 
is a sought-after speaker on a variety of topics and has had 
substantial experience in government as a former member of 
the Virginia legislature and is top rated for decades by fellow 
lawyers for competence and integrity.

400 S. Maple Avenue, Suite 210, Falls Church, Virginia 22046
Office: 571.633.0330  |  Fax: 571.633.0660

www.wealthcounsellors.com

Washington Wealth counselloRs ® Pc

Courtney Quist

Courtney Quist has been practicing family law for 16 years in Grand 
Rapids, Michigan. She is currently the Co-Chair of Collaborative Divorce 

Professionals of West Michigan Rapids (CDP) as well as a Trustee of the 
Family Law Section of the Grand Rapids Bar Association (GRBA). Courtney is a 
recipient of the President’s Award from the GRBA, as well as a former Trustee 
of the GRBA. 

“When I first started practicing family law, almost all of the cases were 
litigated. Many of the attorneys were old school, scorched earth types.”

Times change, people change. “There has been a paradigm shift the over 
the years, from position based litigation, to option based Collaborative Law 
and Mediation. Michigan now has a statute addressing Collaborative Divorce 
(MCL 691.1332), as well as Court Rules governing the practice.”

“As family law attorneys, we have been on the front lines of conflict, and 
witnessed the unnecessary destruction of family ties, trauma to children, and 
the drain of resources from litigation.”

The Collaborative approach to divorce preserves family ties and conserves 
resources. “Through the Collaborative approach we are able to reach a 
resolution specifically tailored to meet the needs of a particular family.” 

“The bottom line is that divorce is painful, but it doesn’t need to be a war. 
I am proud to be an attorney committed to the Collaborative Process, and I 
encourage all family law attorneys to consider this process as an option.”

MICHIGAN GRAND RAPIDS

29 Pearl Street NW, Suite 421, Grand Rapids, MI 49503
Phone: 616.454.9008

courtneyquist@quistlawfirm.com  |  www.quistlawfirm.com
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Leaders in Gender Discrimination
Cases Against BigLaw

New York
Washington, DC
San Francisco
San Diego
Nashville
Baltimore sanfordheisler.com

From Left: David Sanford, Chairman; H. Vincent McKnight Jr., DC Managing Partner; Altomease R. 
Kennedy, Of Counsel; Thomas J. Henderson, Senior Litigation Counsel

Sanford Heisler Sharp, LLP represents employees nationwide in employment 
discrimination matters, wage and hour cases, whistleblower actions, and 
financial fraud.

Our attorneys fight for those whose voice is silenced - from the female law 
partner who is being discriminated against to the college student who was 
sexually assaulted on campus. We level the playing field so that your voice is 
heard.
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Rachel TRindeR

Rachel Trinder has over three decades of experience as an aviation and 
aerospace advocate in Washington, DC, advising airports, air carriers, 

helicopter operators, financial institutions, governments, civil aviation authorities, 
manufacturers, suppliers, and other entities on an extensive range of domestic and 
international aviation and aerospace matters. She is a national and international 
leader in her field, with a very strong record of positive results for her clients.

Rachel has extensive, in-depth experience in the regulatory, government affairs, 
commercial and legislative issues affecting the aviation and aerospace industries, 
including a broad range of matters before the U.S. Departments of Transportation, 
State and Commerce, the Federal Aviation Administration, and the U.S. 
Department of Homeland Security. This includes airport and air carrier licensing 
and operations matters, air services development and proceedings, international 
bilateral agreements, FAA audits, and airport facilitation.

Born in Africa and educated in the U.K. and the U.S., with law degrees from 
Oxford University and the University of Virginia, Rachel’s primary focus is on 
highly focused strategic thinking, problem solving and advocacy. She believes 
in a personalized, hands-on approach that involves analyzing client needs and 
concerns, and developing a plan designed to achieve a successful result as 
speedily and cost effectively as possible. This may involve addressing issues at 
the Federal agency or congressional level, or the solution may be commercial, 
operational, transactional, or based on a combination of approaches, including 
mediation, arbitration and/or litigation. Rachel has extensive experience in all 
these disciplines, including in the international arena. She brings to the table a 
deep well of knowledge about the aviation and aerospace industries that enables 
her to bring critical perspective to any problem. 

1455 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 400, Washington, DC 20004
Phone: 703.927.5667  |  rachel@trinderaviationlaw.com

www.trinderaviationlaw.com

DC WASHINGTON

Sudow Kohlhagen llP

S udow Kohlhagen LLP is a transactional law firm representing clientele 
locally in the District of Columbia, Virginia and Maryland, as well as 

nationally and internationally, in all aspects of complex commercial real 
estate transactions, including financing, construction, development, joint 
ventures, property management and leasing. William Sudow and Tron 
Kohlhagen founded the firm in 2012 after working together at Sidley 
Austin LLP for more than 10 years. Since inception, the firm has grown to 
five attorneys, all of whom bring significant large law firm experience to 
the practice. We are a solution-oriented firm committed to supporting 
and enhancing our clients’ business objectives with excellent legal 
services at competitive, small-firm rates.

1000 Maine Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C., 20024

P: (202) 769 – 5790
www.sklawpartners.com

Tron S. Kohlhagen
tkohlhagen@sklawpartners.com

William E. Sudow
wsudow@sklawpartners.com
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Pate, Johnson & Church is a client-focused law firm with offices in Washington, DC and Atlanta, Georgia. Our firm is dedicated to 
helping people fight for what’s fair. Whether it’s defending someone in a federal criminal case or standing up for a courageous 

whistleblower who is reporting multi-million dollar fraud, we fight for our clients every step of the way.
Page Pate is our Senior Trial Attorney with over 25 years of experience representing people in federal district courts all over the 

United States in both criminal and civil cases, as well as in international legal disputes. Trial Attorney Jess Johnson has over a decade 
of experience practicing criminal defense and civil litigation in courts across the country at both the trial and appellate levels, and 
holds bar licenses in both Washington, DC and Georgia. Trial Attorney Tom Church is bilingual and assists our Spanish-speaking 
clients in both criminal and civil matters and has gotten successful results in criminal cases and personal injury litigation throughout 
Georgia and the country. 

Atlanta, GA 
101 Marietta Street NW, Suite 3300 
Atlanta, GA 30303  |  Ph: 404.223.3310

Washington, DC
1155 F Street NW, Suite 1050 

Washington, DC 20004  |  PH: 202.660.0727

DC WASHINGTON

John P. Mahoney, esq.

John Mahoney, Founding and 
Managing Partner of the Firm, is a 

Top-Rated, Washington, D.C., federal 
employment lawyer, former federal 
executive, and administrative judge, who, 
along with the Firm’s other attorneys, 
specializes in aggressively and effectively 
representing federal employees, unions, 
employee associations, contractors, and 
agencies in federal employment law 
cases and security clearance appeals, 
throughout the country and around 
the world, for over 25 years. Attorney 
Mahoney has served as an expert witness, 
frequent public speaker, commentator, and book author on federal 
employment law. An award-winning Co-Chair of the DC Bar’s Labor & 
Employment Law Section, John served on the EEOC’s and the MSPB’s 
stakeholder working groups that substantially revised their regulations at 
29 C.F.R. Part 1614 and 5 C.F.R. Part 1201. He has effectively represented 
thousands of federal employees, as well as numerous federal unions, 
contractors, and agencies in federal court and EEOC employment 
discrimination cases, MSPB adverse action and whistleblower retaliation 
appeals, OSC and OIG prohibited personnel practice complaints, as well 
as misconduct, EEO, and security clearance investigations and appeals. 
For more, visit www.AttorneyMahoney.com.

Federal Employment Law

1300 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 700, Washington, DC 20004
Toll Free: 877.771.2231  |  Phone: 202.204.3018  |  Direct: 703.328.0127

john@attorneymahoney.com  |  www.AttorneyMahoney.com

“He wins the unwinnable 
cases. I’ve never seen 
anyone more committed to 
the interests of his clients.”
—Chambers USA

American College of Trial Lawyers, 
Fellow

Nationally Recognized Trial Lawyer
—Chambers USA

“Incredibly talented trial lawyer”
—Chambers USA

Washington’s Top Lawyers
—Washingtonian Magazine

Tier 1 – Criminal Defense: White-Collar 
Litigation
—Best Lawyers in America® by U.S. News & 
World Report

Top 100 Lawyers in Washington, DC
—Super Lawyers®

Steven J. Mccool

WASHINGTON, DC

1776 K Street, N.W., Suite 200
Washington, D.C. 20006

Telephone:  202-680-2440
smccool@mccoollawpllc.com

 www.mccoollawpllc.com
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LEADING WITH

KNOWLEDGE, WISDOM

AND CONFIDENCE

Rees Broome Congratulates Our Attorneys Named 
To NLJ’s 2020 Top-Rated Lawyers, DC Metro Area:

Joel M. Birken

John F. Boland

Jonathan J. Broome

Ursula K. Burgess

Juan R. Cardenas

Stephen D. Charnoff

Andrew N. Felice

Erik W. Fox

Joseph H. Kasimer

John E. Ritzert

Mariam W. Tadros

reesbroome.com

Tysons Corner
1900 Gallows Road, Suite 700
Tysons Corner, Virginia 22182
703.790.1911

Bethesda
7101 Wisconsin Avenue, Suite 1201
Bethesda, Maryland 20814
301.222.0152

Leesburg
1602 Village Market Blvd SE, 
Leesburg, VA 20175
703.443.6605
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Stuart E. EizEnStat

Ambassador Eizenstat is senior 
counsel to Covington’s international 

policy practice. He focuses on resolving 
international trade and business problems 
for US and companies around the world 
with the US and foreign governments.

 During a decade and a half of public 
service in three US administrations, 

Ambassador Eizenstat has held a number 
of key senior positions, including chief 
White House domestic policy adviser to 
President Jimmy Carter); U.S. Ambassador 
to the European Union, Under Secretary 
of Commerce, Under Secretary of State, 
and Deputy Secretary of the Treasury in the Clinton Administration. 
He has headed Holocaust-Era negotiations for the Clinton and Obama 
administrations.

During the Clinton Administration, he negotiated the Transatlantic 
Agenda with the EU; the Transatlantic Business Dialogue among 
European and US companies; Cuba and Iran-Libya sanction agreements 
with the EU the Japan Port Agreement; and the Kyoto Protocol on global 
warming. He has received nine honorary doctorate degrees and is author 
of President Carter: The White House Years.

Senior Counsel

One City Center 
850 Tenth Street, NW, Washington, DC  20001-4956

Ph: +1 202 662 5519
seizenstat@cov.com  |  www.Cov.com

Stuart EizEnStat
Covington

MARYLAND BALTIMORE

Catherine a. Potthast

For more than thirty years, 
Catherine Potthast has 

represented clients in civil litigation 
in Maryland state and federal 
courts. She focuses her practice 
on helping individuals and small 
businesses, with a goal of keeping 
litigation affordable through early 
case assessments and evaluation. 
She has defended suits involving 
lead poisoning, mold, toxic torts, 
premises liability, property damage, 
and handles insurance coverage 
disputes and lost policy issues for 
insurers and policyholders. Ms. Potthast also represents owners 
of single and multi-family rental properties in litigation matters, 
and handles regulatory compliance issues, administrative 
hearings, mediations and arbitrations. She received her 
Bachelors’ degree in Environmental Science from Saint Michael’s 
College in Colchester, Vermont (and is a former trustee of the 
college) and her law degree from the University of Baltimore 
School of Law. Ms. Potthast is admitted to practice in Maryland 
and the District of Columbia. 

2324 West Joppa Road, Suite 425, Lutherville MD 21093
Ph: 410.823.7805  |  Fax: 443.652.3998

capotthast@capotthastlaw.com  |  www.capotthastlaw.com

Catherine a. Potthast, P.a.

ElainE l. Fitch

E laine L. Fitch is the Managing Partner 
at Kalijarvi, Chuzi, Newman & Fitch., 

P.C. She is a fierce advocate for civil rights 
in the workplace and has spent her career 
fighting for federal and private sector 
employees confronted with disability 
issues, all types of discrimination and 
harassment, and federal disciplinary 
matters. Additionally, she leads the firm’s 
security clearance practice, representing 
federal employees and contractors 
whose clearances have been threatened 
or suspended, or whose suitability for 
federal employment has been challenged. 
As Managing Partner of this woman-owned firm, she understands 
the intricacies of the law and counsels clients with equal measures of 
compassion and determination to help them achieve the best outcome. 
Ms. Fitch has been rated an AV Preeminent attorney by her peers, and 
has been selected as a Washington, DC Super Lawyer and one of the 
District’s “Top Lawyers,” in the Employment area. Additionally, she is a 
member of The Fellows of the American Bar Foundation, demonstrating 
her outstanding achievements and dedication to the welfare of the 
community and the legal profession. 

818 Connecticut Ave., NW, Suite 1000, Washington, D.C. 20006
Phone: 202.331.9260  |  Fax: 866.452.5789

efitch@kcnlaw.com  |  www.kcnfdc.com

DC WASHINGTON

Jonathan W. Emord, Esq.

JONATHAN W. EMORD is 
an attorney who practices 

constitutional and administrative 
law before the federal courts 
and agencies and general 
civil litigation in the federal 
courts. He is “AV” rated by the 
Martindale-Hubbel law rating 
organization, highest in legal 
ability and ethics. Emord has 
defeated the Food and Drug 
Administration a remarkable 
eight times in federal court, 
more than any other attorney in 
American history. He was lead 
counsel in the landmark Pearson v. Shalala decision, holding 
FDA censorship of nutrient-disease claims unconstitutional 
under the First Amendment. He is the author of five critically 
acclaimed books on law and government, including 
Freedom Technology and the First Amendment; The Rise of 
Tyranny; and Restore the Republic. He is a Guest Lecturer 
at Georgetown University Medical School and Georgetown 
University Law Center. He is also the American Justice 
columnist for USA Today Magazine.

VIRGINIA CLIFTON

11808 Wolf Run Lane, Clifton, VA 20124
Firm: 202.466.6937  |  Direct: 703.543.8292

Facsimile: 602.393.4361  |  www.emord.com

Emord & associatEs, P.c. 
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