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The following section features attorneys who have demonstrated leadership qualities and have 
achieved the AV Preeminent rating by Martindale-Hubbell®. 

Martindale-Hubbell®, the company that has long set the standard for lawyer ratings, has supplied ALM 
with a list of Top Rated Lawyers who have achieved an AV® Preeminent® Peer Review Rating, the highest 
rating in legal ability and ethical standards. To create this section, Martindale-Hubbell® tapped its com-
prehensive database of Martindale-Hubbell® Peer Review Ratings™ to identify lawyers who have been 
rated by their peers to be AV® Preeminent™. 

Martindale Hubbell Peer Review Ratings are driven by the confidential opinions of lawyers and 
members of the judiciary who receive invitations from Martindale-Hubbell®, via an online survey or by 
mail, to provide reviews of lawyers of whom they have professional knowledge.

A complete directory of all AV® Preeminent™ lawyers can be found online at Lawyers.com® and 
Martindale.com, in the Martindale-Hubbell® Law Directory in print and CD-ROM formats, and online 
through the LexisNexis® services and at lexis.com. Attorneys shown do not constitute the full list of  
“Top Rated Lawyers” 

TOP  RATEDLAWYERS
2 0 1 9  E D I T I O N

T H E  D E F I N I T I V E  G U I D E  T O  L E G A L  R E P R E S E N T A T I O N

™

DC
DC WASHINGTON

Sudow Kohlhagen llP

S udow Kohlhagen LLP is a transactional law firm representing clientele 
locally in the District of Columbia, Virginia and Maryland, as well as 

nationally and internationally, in all aspects of complex commercial real 
estate transactions, including financing, construction, development, joint 
ventures, property management and leasing. William Sudow and Tron 
Kohlhagen founded the firm in 2012 after working together at Sidley 
Austin LLP for more than 10 years. Since inception, the firm has grown to 
five attorneys, all of whom bring significant large law firm experience to 
the practice. We are a solution-oriented firm committed to supporting 
and enhancing our clients’ business objectives with excellent legal 
services at competitive, small-firm rates.

1000 Maine Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C., 20024

P: (202) 769 – 5790
www.sklawpartners.com

Tron S. Kohlhagen
tkohlhagen@sklawpartners.com

William E. Sudow
wsudow@sklawpartners.com
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Congratulations to Our Washington, DC 
Attorneys on Being Selected as 2019 Top 
Rated Lawyers
Sanford Heisler Sharp is the leading law  firm in the country representing women lawyers  

in lawsuits against their law firms seeking pay equity, equal promotion and leadership 

opportunity and in  pregnancy discrimination claims.

sanfordheisler.com
New York   Washington, DC   San Francisco   San Diego   Nashville   Baltimore

From Left: H. Vincent McKnight Jr., DC Managing Partner; David Sanford, Chairman; Altomease R. Kennedy, DC Of Counsel; Thomas J. Henderson, Senior Litigation Counsel

Sanford Heisler Sharp is the leading law firm in the nation representing women lawyers 

in lawsuits against their law firms. When these women face unequal pay, unequal 

promotion and leadership opportunities, or pregnancy discrimination, they call Sanford 

Heisler Sharp.
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DC WASHINGTON

Rachel TRindeR

Rachel Trinder has over three decades of experience as an aviation and 
aerospace advocate in Washington, DC, advising airports, air carriers, 

helicopter operators, financial institutions, governments, civil aviation authorities, 
manufacturers, suppliers, and other entities on an extensive range of domestic and 
international aviation and aerospace matters. She is a national and international 
leader in her field, with a very strong record of positive results for her clients.

Rachel has extensive, in-depth experience in the regulatory, government affairs, 
commercial and legislative issues affecting the aviation and aerospace industries, 
including a broad range of matters before the U.S. Departments of Transportation, 
State and Commerce, the Federal Aviation Administration, and the U.S. 
Department of Homeland Security. This includes airport and air carrier licensing 
and operations matters, air services development and proceedings, international 
bilateral agreements, FAA audits, and airport facilitation.

Born in Africa and educated in the U.K. and the U.S., with law degrees from 
Oxford University and the University of Virginia, Rachel’s primary focus is on 
highly focused strategic thinking, problem solving and advocacy. She believes 
in a personalized, hands-on approach that involves analyzing client needs and 
concerns, and developing a plan designed to achieve a successful result as 
speedily and cost effectively as possible. This may involve addressing issues at 
the Federal agency or congressional level, or the solution may be commercial, 
operational, transactional, or based on a combination of approaches, including 
mediation, arbitration and/or litigation. Rachel has extensive experience in all 
these disciplines, including in the international arena. She brings to the table a 
deep well of knowledge about the aviation and aerospace industries that enables 
her to bring critical perspective to any problem. 

1455 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 400, Washington, DC 20004
Phone: 703.927.5667  |  rachel@trinderaviationlaw.com

www.trinderaviationlaw.com

MARYLAND ROCKVILLE

Stuart KnottS SKoK

2275 Research Blvd., Suite 500, Rockville, MD 20850
Ph: 301.296.4512

sskok@stuartskoklaw.com  |  www.stuartskoklaw.com

S tuart Skok is owner and principal of Stuart Skok Law LLC, a matrimonial and 
family law firm in Maryland and Washington D.C. 

She was President of Collaborative Divorce Association, Inc., President of the 
Montgomery County Women’s Bar Association, and twice served as Co-Chair of 
the Family Law Section for Montgomery County Bar Association. She recently 
published the Fourth Edition of her book, Handbook on Separation & Divorce in 
Maryland, available on Amazon. 

She is rated “AV Preeminent” by Martindale-Hubbel. She is named by 
SuperLawyers as a Top Lawyer, including Top 25 Family Law Attorneys in Maryland 
and Top 50 Family Law Attorneys in D.C. Bethesda Magazine named her Top 
Family Law Attorney. Baltimore Magazine named her Top 50 Women Attorneys in 
Maryland and Top 100 Attorneys in Maryland. Washington Lawyer named her Top 
50 Women Attorneys in D.C. Ten Leaders Cooperative named her Top 10 Leaders 
in Collaborative Divorce. The National Advocate Top 100 Lawyers named her Top 
100 Matrimonial Attorneys in Maryland. Marquis Whose Who awarded her the 
Albert Nelson Lifetime Achievement Award. Stuart is a Fellow in Litigation Counsel 
of America. She is a Lifetime Charter Member of the Best Attorneys of America, 
limited to 100 attorneys per state. The American Bar Association (ABA) invited her 
to its Lawyers of Distinction in family law. BestLawyers named her among the Best 
Family Law Lawyers, Best Lawyers in America and Top 100 Lawyers in Maryland. 
The Best Lawyers-US News Best Law Firms ranked her firm, Stuart Skok Law LLC, 
among the Best Law Firms in family law.

Her inspiration comes from her late father, L. Manning Muntzing, who was a nuclear 
energy lawyer in D.C. He always encouraged her to do “something that matters” to 
her and others in a way that makes a difference, wise words she strives to live by. Innovative approaches to the challenges that matter most.
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Recognized as one of the top trial firms in our nation’s capital, Paulson & Nace has fought for individuals who have been 
injured through the negligence of others for over 40 years. Founding partner Barry J. Nace has tried over 100 complex jury 
trials and has secured the two largest individual verdicts in Washington, D.C. history. Christopher T. Nace and Matthew A. 
Nace are carrying on their father’s legacy by fighting for those who have been wronged. With a history steeped in achiev-
ing outstanding results, Paulson & Nace remains dedicated to taking even the most challenging cases to jury verdict to 
secure justice for their clients.
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Jonathan W. Emord, Esq.

JONATHAN W. EMORD is 
an attorney who practices 

constitutional and administrative 
law before the federal courts 
and agencies and general 
civil litigation in the federal 
courts. He is “AV” rated by the 
Martindale-Hubbel law rating 
organization, highest in legal 
ability and ethics. Emord has 
defeated the Food and Drug 
Administration a remarkable 
eight times in federal court, 
more than any other attorney in 
American history. He was lead 
counsel in the landmark Pearson v. Shalala decision, holding 
FDA censorship of nutrient-disease claims unconstitutional 
under the First Amendment. He is the author of five critically 
acclaimed books on law and government, including 
Freedom Technology and the First Amendment; The Rise of 
Tyranny; and Restore the Republic. He is a Guest Lecturer 
at Georgetown University Medical School and Georgetown 
University Law Center. He is also the American Justice 
columnist for USA Today Magazine.

VIRGINIA CLIFTON

11808 Wolf Run Lane, Clifton, VA 20124
Firm: 202.466.6937  |  Direct: 703.543.8292

Facsimile: 602.393.4361  |  www.emord.com

Emord & associatEs, P.c. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA WASHINGTON

James H. Falk, sr.
James H. Falk, Sr., is the President of the 

Falk Law Firm, a Virginia professional 
limited liability company and an adjunct 
faculty member at George Washington 
University Law School. Mr. Falk has served in 
the Federal Government in several capacities 
including Staff Assistant to the President of 
the United States, Assistant Director of the 
President’s Domestic Council and Director of 
the Office of Intergovernmental Relations in 
The White House serving as the President’s 
primary point of contact with State and Local 
Government officials. He also served as the 
President’s Diplomatic representative with 
a Delegation of U.S. Governors visiting the 
Peoples Republic of China.

He is listed in Who’s Who in America, Who’s Who in the World, and Who’s 
Who in American Law. He is ranked AV Preeminent – The Highest Possible 
Rating in the fields of Arbitration, Government Contracts and Product Liability 
Law by Martindale-Hubbell. He has served as the Chairman of the Liability Panel 
advising the Department of Justice on law enforcement issues and has served 
on the Judicial Evaluation Panel of the DC Bar. He is a member of the Bar of the 
District of Columbia, the State of Arizona, the United States District Court of 
Maryland, the United States Tax Court and the United States Supreme Court. 

His representative clients have included the American Shipbuilding 
Company, (US), The American Locomotive Company, (US), Alsthom, (FR), British 
Airways, (UK), British Maritime Technology, (UK), FN Herstal, (Belgium), Lloyds 
of London, (UK), Paxman Diesels, (UK), European Gas Turbines, (UK), GEC, 
(UK), and Veolia International (FR). Mr Falk is currently and has for the past 15 
years taught a Masters level class at the George WASHINGTON University Law 
School, and is available for Arbitration and Mediation.

Falk law Firm PllC
Ph: 202.833.8700 

falklaw@verizon.net

Michelle cohen 
M ichelle Cohen is a leading 

authority on data privacy, advising 
companies on security and compliance 
matters that apply to virtually every 
business today. As practice leader of 
the Data Privacy & Cyber Security group 
at Ifrah Law, Michelle provides legal 
counsel to clients in industries ranging 
from payment processing to online 
gaming, and assists them in creating 
compliant digital policies and practices 
for online terms and conditions, 
advertising, contests / sweepstakes, social 
media, and customer communications 
through the use of various mediums, 
including emails, texts, and 
telemarketing. She also provides clients with legal opinions and analyses to 
support product launches and business development. 

Michelle has extensive experience defending individual and class 
actions in the consumer protection context, including dozens of Telephone 
Consumer Protection Act cases, beginning from the time the TCPA was first 
implemented. Her litigation background helps clients avoid enforcement 
actions and minimize civil litigation through the foresighted implementation 
of policies and procedures which demonstrate good faith compliance efforts. 
Her counsel is also critical when those clients face enforcement proceedings 
by the FTC, FCC, or state agencies.

1717 Pennsylvania Ave, N.W., Suite 650, Washington, DC 20006
p: 202.524.4140  |  www.ifrahlaw.com

DC WASHINGTON

3233 P Street NW, Washington, DC 20007
Phone: 202.342.6980  |  Fax: 202.342.6984  |  www.kkc.com

S tephen M. Kohn is a partner at Kohn, Kohn & Colapinto, a top firm of 
whistleblower lawyers. He dedicated his entire 35-year legal career 

to protecting whistleblowers, setting numerous precedents that help 
defined modern whistleblower law. Mr. Kohn is skilled qui tam lawyer. 
He obtained the largest monetary reward ever paid to an individual 
($104 million) and also represents the Danske Bank whistleblower 
who exposed a $230 billion international money laundering scandal. 
The New Whistleblower’s Handbook: A Step-by-Step Guide to Doing 
What’s Right and Protecting Yourself (Lyons Press, 2017) is Mr. Kohn’s 
eighth book on whistleblowing. His practice currently focuses on 
representing whistleblowers under the IR.

D.C. WASHINGTON

From left to right: Michael Kohn, Stephen Kohn 
and David Colapinto

Kohn, Kohn & Colapinto, llp

Stephen M. Kohn | partner
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DC

LEADING WITH 
KNOWLEDGE, WISDOM 

AND CONFIDENCE

Robert J. Beagan 

Joel M. Birken

John F. Boland 

Jonathan J. Broome

Juan R. Cardenas

Stephen D. Charnoff 

Andrew N. Felice

Robert F. Flinn 

Erik W. Fox

Joseph H. Kasimer

James M. Lewis

John F. McCabe

John E. Ritzert

Mariam W. Tadros

Bruce E. Titus

Rees Broome Congratulates Our Attorneys Named
To NLJ’s 2019 Top-Rated Lawyers, DC Metro Area:

Bethesda 
7101 Wisconsin Avenue, Suite 1201 
Bethesda, Maryland 20814 
301.222.0152

Tysons Corner 
1900 Gallows Road, Suite 700 
Tysons Corner, Virginia 22182 
703.790.1911

reesbroome.com
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“He wins the unwinnable 
cases. I’ve never seen 
anyone more committed to 
the interests of his clients.”
—Chambers USA

American College of Trial Lawyers, 
Fellow

Nationally Recognized Trial Lawyer
—Chambers USA

“Incredibly talented trial lawyer”
—Chambers USA

Washington’s Top Lawyers
—Washingtonian Magazine

Tier 1 – Criminal Defense: White-Collar 
Litigation
—Best Lawyers in America® by U.S. News & 
World Report

Top 100 Lawyers in Washington, DC
—Super Lawyers®

Steven J. Mccool

WASHINGTON, DC

1776 K Street, N.W., Suite 200
Washington, D.C. 20006

Telephone:  202-680-2440
smccool@mccoollawpllc.com

 www.mccoollawpllc.com

DC WASHINGTON

John P. Mahoney, esq.

John Mahoney, Founding and 
Managing Partner of the Firm, is a 

Top-Rated, Washington, D.C., federal 
employment lawyer, former federal 
executive, and administrative judge, who, 
along with the Firm’s other attorneys, 
specializes in aggressively and effectively 
representing federal employees, unions, 
employee associations, contractors, and 
agencies in federal employment law 
cases and security clearance appeals, 
throughout the country and around 
the world, for over 25 years. Attorney 
Mahoney has served as an expert witness, 
frequent public speaker, commentator, 
and book author on federal employment law. An award-winning Co-Chair 
of the DC Bar’s Labor & Employment Law Section, John served on the 
EEOC’s and the MSPB’s stakeholder working groups that substantially 
revised their regulations at 29 C.F.R. Part 1614 and 5 C.F.R. Part 1201. 
He has effectively represented thousands of federal employees, as well 
as numerous federal unions, contractors, and agencies in federal court 
and EEOC employment discrimination cases, MSPB adverse action and 
whistleblower retaliation appeals, OSC and OIG prohibited personnel 
practice complaints, as well as misconduct, EEO, and security clearance 
investigations and appeals. For more, visit www.AttorneyMahoney.com.

Federal Employment Law

1300 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 700, Washington, DC 20004
Toll Free: 877.771.2231  |  Phone: 202.204.3018  |  Direct: 703.328.0127

john@attorneymahoney.com  |  www.AttorneyMahoney.com

MARYLAND BALTIMORE

Catherine a. Potthast

For more than thirty years, 
Catherine Potthast has 

represented clients in civil litigation 
in Maryland state and federal 
courts. She focuses her practice 
on helping individuals and small 
businesses, with a goal of keeping 
litigation affordable through early 
case assessments and evaluation. 
She has defended suits involving 
lead poisoning, mold, toxic torts, 
premises liability, property damage, 
and handles insurance coverage 
disputes and lost policy issues for 
insurers and policyholders. Ms. Potthast also represents owners 
of single and multi-family rental properties in litigation matters, 
and handles regulatory compliance issues, administrative 
hearings, mediations and arbitrations. She received her 
Bachelors’ degree in Environmental Science from Saint Michael’s 
College in Colchester, Vermont (and is a former trustee of the 
college) and her law degree from the University of Baltimore 
School of Law. Ms. Potthast is admitted to practice in Maryland 
and the District of Columbia. 

2324 West Joppa Road, Suite 425, Lutherville MD 21093
Ph: 410.823.7805  |  Fax: 443.652.3998

capotthast@capotthastlaw.com  |  www.capotthastlaw.com

Catherine a. Potthast, P.a.

This practical guide provides a fresh linear approach to due diligence 

procedures. Chivers delivers the right mix of real-life examples and 

practical tools to help you move more quickly and intelligently.

SAVE 25% with Promo Code 534637
Visit: at.law.com/dd2015 or Call 877-807-8076

LawJournalPress.com

Due Diligence in Securities Offerings 
by Corey R. Chivers

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Corey R. Chivers is a partner in Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP’s Capital Markets practice. He has represented 

corporations, investment banks, national governments and multinational financial institutions in a wide range 

of public and private securities offerings, including initial public offerings, major high-yield transactions and 

investment grade debt offerings.

NEW BOOK

New Subscribers Only

Print eBook Online
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