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The following section features attorneys who have demonstrated leadership qualities and have 
achieved the AV Preeminent rating by Martindale-Hubbell®. 

Martindale-Hubbell®, the company that has long set the standard for lawyer ratings, has supplied ALM 
with a list of Top Rated Lawyers who have achieved an AV® Preeminent® Peer Review Rating, the highest 
rating in legal ability and ethical standards. To create this section, Martindale-Hubbell® tapped its com-
prehensive database of Martindale-Hubbell® Peer Review Ratings™ to identify lawyers who have been 
rated by their peers to be AV® Preeminent™. 

Martindale Hubbell Peer Review Ratings are driven by the confidential opinions of lawyers and 
members of the judiciary who receive invitations from Martindale-Hubbell®, via an online survey or by 
mail, to provide reviews of lawyers of whom they have professional knowledge.

A complete directory of all AV® Preeminent™ lawyers can be found online at Lawyers.com® and 
Martindale.com, in the Martindale-Hubbell® Law Directory in print and CD-ROM formats, and online 
through the LexisNexis® services and at lexis.com. Attorneys shown do not constitute the full list of  
“Top Rated Lawyers” 
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Appellate

illinois Waukegan

415 Washington Street, Suite 107, Waukegan, IL 60085
p: 847.336.7888

Jstone@jedstone.com • www.jedstone.com

stone & associates, Ltd. is a leader in the field of criminal defense. Jed 
Stone has defended persons charged with serious crime in both federal 

and state courts. He has argued criminal causes in the supreme courts of 
Illinois, Louisiana, Wisconsin and before the Supreme Court of the United 
States. Stone is a Leading Lawyer in criminal defense and a respected 
advocate on appeal. He is a Fellow of the American Board of Criminal 
Lawyers. The Chicago Bar Association has declared him a Master Advocate. 
The American Society of Legal Advocates lists Jed Stone as one of their top 
100 lawyers. With 42 years of experience at the bar, Jed Stone and his team 
of lawyers, investigators, paralegals and staff stand ready to defend you or a 
loved one charged with a serious crime.

Jed Stone is a past president of the Illinois Association of Criminal 
Defense Lawyers and former chair of the Illinois Coalition to Abolish the 
Death Penalty. He has held a faculty appointment at Lake Forest College 
where he taught courses in criminal law and procedure. Stone was recently 
inducted in the NAACP Civil Rights Hall of Fame in Lake County, Illinois 
Chicago-Kent College of Law awarded Stone the Abraham Lincoln Marovitz 
Public Interest Law Award in 2008.

If you only get one phone call, make it count: Call Stone & Assoicates.

Jed Stone
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GEORGIA ATLANTA

Patrick Dicarlo

Patrick DiCarlo has over 24 years’ 
experience litigating in federal 

district and appellate courts, 
including representing some of 
America’s largest employers in over 
a dozen appeals. He has extensive 
oral advocacy and trial experience. 
Mr. DiCarlo represents clients in 
all aspects of employee benefits, 
executive compensation and 
securities litigation. His combination 
of litigation expertise and deep 
knowledge of ERISA and securities 
regulatory compliance issues provides 
unique insight into ERISA and related 
securities compliance issues and disputes, including fiduciary and 
prohibited transaction concerns, service provider fees, investments 
in employer securities, the prudence of particular investments and 
investment policies, executive compensation disputes, disclosure 
issues and challenges to benefit claim review procedures and 
decisions. Mr. DiCarlo received his J.D. degree, cum laude, from the 
University of Georgia School of Law in 1994, and his B.A. from the 
University of Georgia in 1991. He is admitted to practice in Georgia 
and in federal courts throughout the country. 

1230 Peachtree Street, Suite 1900, Atlanta, Georgia 30309
Tel: 404.942.3737  |  pat@dicarlolawfirm.com

www.dicarlolawfirm.com

TEXAS HOUSTON

Nicolas M. BazaN

N icolas M. Bazan represents 
corporations, financial 

institutions and individuals 
in commercial litigation and 
business transactions. As former 
outside counsel for Resolution 
Trust Corporation, he has 
experience with loan workouts, 
collection and assignments of 
all types of collateral and debt 
instruments. For over 36 years, he 
has counseled and represented 
entities in litigation on business and 
construction matters, corporate 
governance, general and product liability acting as lead counsel 
for both plaintiffs and defendants. He is a former chairman of 
State Bar of Texas 4H-22 Grievance Committee. He is a former 
President of the Harris County Bar Association, past member of 
the College of the State Bar of Texas and Pro Bono College of 
the State Bar of Texas. He works with referral and joint venture 
counsel under (SBOT compliant) fee-sharing arrangements.

14614 Falling Creek, Suite 150, Houston, Texas 77068
Ph: 281.444.3600 | Fax: 281.444.3670

notify@nmblaw.com

Nicolas M. BazaN, P.c.

Civil Litigation, Banking & Finance, Construction
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FLORIDA CORAL GABLES

Daniel Diaz leyva 
Daniel Diaz Leyva is a co-founder 

of Diaz Leyva & Gil PLLC where 
he focuses his practice on real estate, 
banking and finance, business, 
government and public policy. He has 
extensive experience representing 
lenders in loan transactions secured 
by real estate and owners, investors 
and developers in the structuring, 
acquiring, financing, leasing, 
developing and selling of real estate. 
He also serves as outside general 
counsel to companies advising them 
on their daily business affairs and 
counseling them with issues before local 
and state government. He currently serves as counsel to a publicly-
traded homebuilder, commercial banks, private lenders, family 
offices and investor groups including foreign nationals, real estate 
management and development companies, small and mid-size 
operating companies, and disruptive technology companies. He is 
Martindale-Hubbell Peer Review rated AV Preeminent, a significant 
rating accomplishment testament to the fact that a lawyer’s peers 
rank him at the highest levels of professional excellence. He has also 
received various recognitions for his service to his community. He 
was formerly with Foley & Lardner LLP.

999 Ponce De Leon Blvd., Suite PH-1120, Coral Gables, Florida 33134
Office: 305.203.0673  |  Fax: 305.676.8994

ddl@dlgpllc.com  |  www.dlgpllc.com

Diaz leyva & Gil, PllC

This practical guide provides a fresh linear approach to due diligence 

procedures. Chivers delivers the right mix of real-life examples and 

practical tools to help you move more quickly and intelligently.

SAVE 25% with Promo Code 534637
Visit: at.law.com/dd2015 or Call 877-807-8076

LawJournalPress.com

Due Diligence in Securities Offerings 
by Corey R. Chivers

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Corey R. Chivers is a partner in Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP’s Capital Markets practice. He has represented 

corporations, investment banks, national governments and multinational financial institutions in a wide range 

of public and private securities offerings, including initial public offerings, major high-yield transactions and 

investment grade debt offerings.

NEW BOOK

New Subscribers Only

Print eBook Online

Banking and Finance
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