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Expert Witness
CALIFORNIA SAN FRANCISCO

A versatile, highly experienced, complex case trial lawyer, 
John O’Connor has for over 25 years devoted a significant 

portion of his practice to attorneys and attorney fee disputes, both 
as an expert witness and as a litigator. From years of evaluating, 
assessing, and litigating fees, O’Connor brings a depth of expertise 
and context as an expert witness that only an experienced litigator 
can offer in fee disputes.
 O’Connor has tried a wide variety of cases in federal, state 
and arbitration courts throughout the country, including not only 
professional liability, attorney fee, and law firm buy-out cases, but 
also patent, anti-trust, civil RICO, ADA/disability discrimination, civil 
rights, employment, insurance coverage and bad faith, construction, 
product liability, toxic tort, defamation, fraud and contract, real 
estate, white collar criminal, and sports management, among others. 
This experience allows him to distinguish between efficiency and 
inefficiency in litigation management.
 He has frequently associated with other firms to provide trial and 
deposition assistance, either on behalf of a separate co-party or as 
co-counsel, and often serves as local counsel. O’Connor and Associates 
prides itself on being cooperative, responsive, and efficient.

John o’Connor 

o’Connor and assoCiates
201 Mission Street, Suite 710, San Francisco, CA  94105

p: 415.693.9960  |  f: 415.692.6537
www.joclaw.com

“Nation’s Top Attorney Fee Expert” – TheNALFA.org

Steinbrecher & Span LLP is a preeminent litigation, transactional, 
and regulatory firm with offices in Los Angeles, Houston, and 

Washington, D.C. Our attorneys have practiced for decades in  
large national and international law firms and served as in-house 
counsel for corporations and trade associations.  We bring that  
experience and knowledge to our clients while providing them  
with the personal attention and responsiveness that come with  
a boutique firm. Whether clients are individuals or Fortune 500  
companies, we listen, work to find the best strategy for their case  
or transaction, and keep them informed every step of the way.

Steinbrecher & Span LLP is as committed to serving its profession 
and community as it is to providing excellent legal services  
to its clients. We are proud to include among our attorneys:

•   Current Vice Chair of the Board of Trustees for the  
State Bar of California

•   Former President, Los Angeles County Bar Association
•   Former President, Association of Business Trial Lawyers
•   Current Board Member, Association of Business Trial Lawyers
•   Recipient, Jim Robie award for LA trial attorney who best exemplifies professionalism and civility
•   Current or recent past Board members of spcaLA, Inner City Law Center, Library Foundation of Los Angeles, Los Angeles County Museum  

of Natural History Foundation
•  Former Chair, ABA Forum on Air and Space Law

445 S. Figueroa Street, Suite 2350, Los Angeles, CA 90071  •  p: 213.891.1400
1155 F St. N.W., Suite 1050, Washington, DC 20004  •  p: 202.559.8680
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CALIFORNIA, TEXAS, AND WASHINGTON, D.C. 

Steinbrecher & Span LLp
www.steinbrecherspan.com
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Expert Witness Litigation
CALIFORNIA SAN FRANCISCO

A versatile, highly experienced, complex case trial lawyer, 
John O’Connor has for over 25 years devoted a significant 

portion of his practice to attorneys and attorney fee disputes, both 
as an expert witness and as a litigator. From years of evaluating, 
assessing, and litigating fees, O’Connor brings a depth of expertise 
and context as an expert witness that only an experienced litigator 
can offer in fee disputes.
 O’Connor has tried a wide variety of cases in federal, state 
and arbitration courts throughout the country, including not only 
professional liability, attorney fee, and law firm buy-out cases, but 
also patent, anti-trust, civil RICO, ADA/disability discrimination, civil 
rights, employment, insurance coverage and bad faith, construction, 
product liability, toxic tort, defamation, fraud and contract, real 
estate, white collar criminal, and sports management, among others. 
This experience allows him to distinguish between efficiency and 
inefficiency in litigation management.
 He has frequently associated with other firms to provide trial and 
deposition assistance, either on behalf of a separate co-party or as 
co-counsel, and often serves as local counsel. O’Connor and Associates 
prides itself on being cooperative, responsive, and efficient.

John o’Connor 
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“Nation’s Top Attorney Fee Expert” – TheNALFA.org

Steinbrecher & Span LLP is a preeminent litigation, transactional, 
and regulatory firm with offices in Los Angeles, Houston, and 

Washington, D.C. Our attorneys have practiced for decades in  
large national and international law firms and served as in-house 
counsel for corporations and trade associations.  We bring that  
experience and knowledge to our clients while providing them  
with the personal attention and responsiveness that come with  
a boutique firm. Whether clients are individuals or Fortune 500  
companies, we listen, work to find the best strategy for their case  
or transaction, and keep them informed every step of the way.

Steinbrecher & Span LLP is as committed to serving its profession 
and community as it is to providing excellent legal services  
to its clients. We are proud to include among our attorneys:

•   Current Vice Chair of the Board of Trustees for the  
State Bar of California

•   Former President, Los Angeles County Bar Association
•   Former President, Association of Business Trial Lawyers
•   Current Board Member, Association of Business Trial Lawyers
•   Recipient, Jim Robie award for LA trial attorney who best exemplifies professionalism and civility
•   Current or recent past Board members of spcaLA, Inner City Law Center, Library Foundation of Los Angeles, Los Angeles County Museum  

of Natural History Foundation
•  Former Chair, ABA Forum on Air and Space Law
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CALIFORNIA SAN FRANCISCO

Mary alexander

Mary alexander & associates, P.c.

T his was a survival and wrongful 
death action brought by Sarah 

Ingebritsen, her daughter, Eden Ricci 
and son, Charles (“Charlie”) Ricci for 
the loss of their husband and father, 
Christopher (“Chris”) Ricci, age 53, 
on April 23, 2016, and for personal 
injuries to Sarah and Charlie. Causes 
of action were for dangerous condition 
of public property, negligence and 
negligent infliction of emotional 
distress. Chris was struck and injured 
by a vehicle driven by Randall Rubingh 
while walking westbound along the 
north side of San Carlos Avenue in San 
Carlos, California. Rubingh was driving 
under the influence of alcohol at the 
time. The City was represented by 
Gregg A. Thornton of Selman Breitman 
LLP and Rubingh was represented by 
Timonty W. Workman of Case & Fedor. 

Chris subsequently died as a result of his injuries. Sarah was walking with Chris 
at the time and suffered significant emotional distress. Charlie had just seen his 
parents walking behind him, and heard the accident from inside their home just 
yards away. Sarah and Chris had been at a neighbor’s house, just a block and a 
half away from their home. Charlie had been playing basketball with his friends at 
a neighborhood school.

44 Montgomery Street, Suite 1303, San Francisco, CA 94104
Phone: 415.966.0776, Fax: 415.433.5440 • www.maryalexanderlaw.com

Ingebritsen v. City of San Carlos – A $6,000,000 Dangerous 
Condition Victory
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The following section features attorneys who have demonstrated 
leadership qualities and have achieved the AV Preeminent rating 

by Martindale-Hubbell®. 
Martindale-Hubbell®, the company that has long set the standard 

for lawyer ratings, has supplied ALM with a list of Top Rated Lawyers 
who have achieved an AV® Preeminent® Peer Review Rating, the 
highest rating in legal ability and ethical standards. To create this 
section, Martindale-Hubbell® tapped its comprehensive database of 
Martindale-Hubbell® Peer Review Ratings™ to identify lawyers who 
have been rated by their peers to be AV® Preeminent™. 

Martindale Hubbell Peer Review Ratings are driven by the 
confidential opinions of lawyers and members of the judiciary who 
receive invitations from Martindale-Hubbell®, via an online survey or 
by mail, to provide reviews of lawyers of whom they have professional 
knowledge.

A complete directory of all AV® Preeminent™ lawyers can be 
found online at Lawyers.com® and Martindale.com, in the Martindale-
Hubbell® Law Directory in print and CD-ROM formats, and online 
through the LexisNexis® services and at lexis.com. Attorneys shown 
do not constitute the full list of “Top Rated Lawyers” 
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GEORGIA ATLANTA

Patrick Dicarlo

Patrick DiCarlo has over 24 years’ 
experience litigating in federal 

district and appellate courts, 
including representing some of 
America’s largest employers in over 
a dozen appeals. He has extensive 
oral advocacy and trial experience. 
Mr. DiCarlo represents clients in 
all aspects of employee benefits, 
executive compensation and 
securities litigation. His combination 
of litigation expertise and deep 
knowledge of ERISA and securities 
regulatory compliance issues provides 
unique insight into ERISA and related 
securities compliance issues and disputes, including fiduciary and 
prohibited transaction concerns, service provider fees, investments 
in employer securities, the prudence of particular investments and 
investment policies, executive compensation disputes, disclosure 
issues and challenges to benefit claim review procedures and 
decisions. Mr. DiCarlo received his J.D. degree, cum laude, from the 
University of Georgia School of Law in 1994, and his B.A. from the 
University of Georgia in 1991. He is admitted to practice in Georgia 
and in federal courts throughout the country. 

1230 Peachtree Street, Suite 1900, Atlanta, Georgia 30309
Tel: 404.942.3737  |  pat@dicarlolawfirm.com

www.dicarlolawfirm.com
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Immigration

Litigation

Appellate
MISSOURI KANSAS CITY

M r. Leon Versfeld serves as the United States Managing Partner of the Global 
Immigration Law Firm of Versfeld & Hugo, LLC. He represents a variety of clients 

from startup businesses to Fortune Companies, both nationally and internationally, 
on the hiring of Foreign National Workers, Executives and Specialized Workers in 
the L1, H1B, TN, E3, O and H2B visa categories; and advises clients on strategies 
to obtain permanent residency. Additionally, he provides counsel on all issues related 
to Immigration Employment Compliance and HR best hiring practices, including 
Form I-9 and ICE audits. 
 Mr. Versfeld represents entrepreneurs with the EB-5 green card investment process as 
well as treaty investment visas.
 He serves as the immigration counsel to the Major League Soccer team, Sporting 
Kansas City, and has assisted similar athletic organizations with visas for coaches, 
players and staff, as well as individual athletes and artists seeking to obtain green cards 
through their extra-ordinary accomplishments. 
 Mr. Versfeld often speaks at national and international Continuing Legal Education 
events where he educates other lawyers on the topic of U.S. Immigration and has 
testified before the Missouri Legislator on proposed Employment-based Immigration 
legislation. He has served in numerous criminal and civil cases as an immigration expert 
witness and authored the Missouri Bar’s Administrative Law Book on Immigration and 
published numerous articles on U.S. Immigration Law. 
 Mr. Versfeld has been recognized by his peers as one of the “Best of the Bar” 
(featured in the Kansas City Business Journal), featured in Thomson Reuters’ “Super 
Lawyers”, and he has the highest professional rating with Martindale Hubble and AVVO. 
 He obtained his law degrees from the University of Pretoria (South Africa) and is 
licensed to practice law in the United States (MO), South Africa, England and Wales. 

Leon VersfeLd

4740 Grand Blvd., Suite 200, Kansas City, MO 64112
Toll Free: 866.565.7127 • p: 816.891.8600, f: 816.505.0194

lv@versfeldlaw.com • www.versfeldlaw.com
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Litigation Banking and Finance
TEXAS HOUSTON

Nicolas M. BazaN

N icolas M. Bazan represents 
corporations, financial 

institutions and individuals 
in commercial litigation and 
business transactions. As former 
outside counsel for Resolution 
Trust Corporation, he has 
experience with loan workouts, 
collection and assignments of 
all types of collateral and debt 
instruments. For over 36 years, he 
has counseled and represented 
entities in litigation on business and 
construction matters, corporate 
governance, general and product liability acting as lead counsel 
for both plaintiffs and defendants. He is a former chairman of 
State Bar of Texas 4H-22 Grievance Committee. He is a former 
President of the Harris County Bar Association, past member of 
the College of the State Bar of Texas and Pro Bono College of 
the State Bar of Texas. He works with referral and joint venture 
counsel under (SBOT compliant) fee-sharing arrangements.

14614 Falling Creek, Suite 150, Houston, Texas 77068
Ph: 281.444.3600 | Fax: 281.444.3670

notify@nmblaw.com

Nicolas M. BazaN, P.c.

Civil Litigation, Banking & Finance, Construction

FLORIDA CORAL GABLES

Daniel Diaz leyva 
Daniel Diaz Leyva is a co-founder 

of Diaz Leyva & Gil PLLC where 
he focuses his practice on real estate, 
banking and finance, business, 
government and public policy. He has 
extensive experience representing 
lenders in loan transactions secured 
by real estate and owners, investors 
and developers in the structuring, 
acquiring, financing, leasing, 
developing and selling of real estate. 
He also serves as outside general 
counsel to companies advising them 
on their daily business affairs and 
counseling them with issues before local 
and state government. He currently serves as counsel to a publicly-
traded homebuilder, commercial banks, private lenders, family 
offices and investor groups including foreign nationals, real estate 
management and development companies, small and mid-size 
operating companies, and disruptive technology companies. He is 
Martindale-Hubbell Peer Review rated AV Preeminent, a significant 
rating accomplishment testament to the fact that a lawyer’s peers 
rank him at the highest levels of professional excellence. He has also 
received various recognitions for his service to his community. He 
was formerly with Foley & Lardner LLP.

999 Ponce De Leon Blvd., Suite PH-1120, Coral Gables, Florida 33134
Office: 305.203.0673  |  Fax: 305.676.8994

ddl@dlgpllc.com  |  www.dlgpllc.com

Diaz leyva & Gil, PllC
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