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The following section features attorneys who have demonstrated leadership qualities and have 
achieved the AV Preeminent rating by Martindale-Hubbell®. 

Martindale-Hubbell®, the company that has long set the standard for lawyer ratings, has supplied ALM 
with a list of Top Rated Lawyers who have achieved an AV® Preeminent® Peer Review Rating, the highest 
rating in legal ability and ethical standards. To create this section, Martindale-Hubbell® tapped its com-
prehensive database of Martindale-Hubbell® Peer Review Ratings™ to identify lawyers who have been 
rated by their peers to be AV® Preeminent™. 

Martindale Hubbell Peer Review Ratings are driven by the confidential opinions of lawyers and 
members of the judiciary who receive invitations from Martindale-Hubbell®, via an online survey or by 
mail, to provide reviews of lawyers of whom they have professional knowledge.

A complete directory of all AV® Preeminent™ lawyers can be found online at Lawyers.com® and 
Martindale.com, in the Martindale-Hubbell® Law Directory in print and CD-ROM formats, and online 
through the LexisNexis® services and at lexis.com. Attorneys shown do not constitute the full list of  
“Top Rated Lawyers” 
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When litigating or managing disputes in California, knowing 
the insurance coverage situation for your case is critical. 

For more than 24 years, Peter Schulz has represented clients and 
consulted with their legal counsel on insurance coverage issues 
involving claims presented in the state of California. He has served 
as coverage counsel, Cumis counsel, and has testified as an expert 
witness on issues relating to insurance and coverage. He has 
litigated bad faith and coverage cases involving multi-million-dollar 
claims and maintains an excellent reputation with both the State 
and Federal Bench and Bar. Over his career, he has represented 
both insureds and carriers – he knows how both sides think.

Insurance drives litigation, as the carriers often control the 
defense and control the settlement. Knowing what the carriers need 
to take care of their insureds is key. 

Peter Schulz has worked with clients from around the country on 
their West Coast cases. He and his firm have litigated cases in every 
major county in the State of California. He is “AV” rated by the 
Martindale-Hubbell law-rating organization and has received that 
organization’s Platinum Client Champion award. 

He prides himself on providing personal small firm representation 
with big firm results.

Peter J. Schulz

CALIFORNIA SAN DIEGO

California Insurance Coverage Consulting

One America Plaza
600 West Broadway, Suite 960, San Diego, CA 92101

Tel: 619.234.3660  |  Fax: 619.234.0626
pjs@gtsblaw.com  |  www.gtsblaw.com
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Highly skilled professionals face unique insurance claim 
challenges when a disability threatens their livelihood.

As the top disability lawyer in America, founding partner 
Frank N. Darras and his legal team represent elite 
executives in all types of disability insurance litigation. 
 
The Darras �rms have recovered nearly a billion dollars 
in wrongfully denied insurance bene�ts for clients 
worldwide. Put DarrasLaw’s century of collective 
litigation and claims experience to work for you.
 
DarrasLaw is proud to o�er free consultations on all 
disability insurance matters. Contact us today for a 
free policy analysis or claim help.

Toll-free 800.458.4577   |   www.DarrasLaw.com

In A Disability League Of Our Own
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Tom Lacy

T he law firm of Lindsey & Lacy, PC is 
dedicated to serving the legal needs of 

individuals and businesses throughout all of 
Georgia. We take pride in helping our clients 
get through difficult times in a caring and 
cost-effective manner. As a former Army officer, 
I am dedicated to the highest levels of integrity 
and professionalism.

I represent corporations, corporate 
directors and officers, small businesses, and 
individuals in their disputes with insurance 
companies. Over the last 20 years, I have 
recovered millions of dollars for policyholders 
when insurance companies wrongfully denied 
claims in all types of insurance disputes. I 
primarily sue insurance companies when they 
do not honor their coverage obligations or deny claims in bad faith. I also handle 
most other business litigation matters including claims for breach of contract, 
breach of fiduciary duty, and related business torts. My clients have routinely 
recovered six figure settlements on commercial and personal property losses. Also, 
I have represented many directors and officers after bank failures here in Georgia.

Some law firms focus on representing businesses. Other law firms devote their 
efforts to serving individuals. At Lindsey & Lacy, PC, we offer a combination of legal 
practice areas you won’t find at many other law firms. Areas of Practice include: 
Business Law, Litigation, Insurance Law, Government & Administrative Agencies, 
Estate Planning and Adoptions. I look forward to assisting you and your clients.

2002 Commerce Drive, North, Peachtree City, GA 30269
P: 770.486.8445  |  F: 770.486.8889

tlacy@llptc.com  |  www.lindseylacy.com

GEORGIA PEACHTREE CITY

Hillary B. Cassel

H illary B. Cassel, partner and 
co-founder of Cassel & Cassel, P.A., 

is a dedicated advocate for residential 
and commercial property policyholders 
throughout the State of Florida. 

Mrs. Cassel began her legal career 
practicing as an Assistant State Attorney 
in Broward County, Florida, trying over 40 
cases to verdict. Upon entering private 
practice, she represented insurance 
carriers with a focus on multimillion dollar 
commercial property claims in both State 
and Federal Court obtaining favorable 
opinions from the Southern District of 
Florida and 11th Circuit Court of Appeals.

Mrs. Cassel then shifted her practice solely to the representation 
policyholders against their property insurance carriers. Her passion for 
helping those in need is evident through her litigation as she has time 
and time again obtained favorable resolutions for her clients alleviating 
otherwise disastrous circumstances. 

Mrs. Cassel has been named a Florida Rising Star by Super Lawyers 
Magazine (2015-2018) and has received the highest possible ratings of AV 
Preeminent and Client Champion Platinum from her peers and clients, 
respectively, through Martindale-Hubbell. She has also presented to 
the Florida Association of Public Insurance Adjusters regarding newly 
released legal opinions.

FLORIDA HOLLYWOOD

4000 Hollywood Blvd., Suite 685-S, Hollywood, FL 33021
Phone: 954.589.5504  |  Fax: 954.951.0475

hcassel@cassel.law  |  www.cassel.law
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Ted A. Corless

6812 W. Linebaugh Ave., Tampa, FL 33625
p: 813.258.4998, f: 813.258.4988

www.corlessbarfield.com

More than twenty-three million dollars. 
That’s the figure Corless Barfield Trial 

Group, a trial-centered law team recently 
secured for a client following one of the 
largest verdicts against a state-run insurer in 
its history. Our law firm recovered hundreds 
of millions of dollars in compensation for 
Florida property owners and community 
management associations, cementing 
our successful approach to representing 
residential and commercial policyholders 
involved in complex, high stakes disputes 
with insurance companies. Ted A. Corless 
formerly served the most powerful 
insurance companies, and today he uses 
that decade of insider experience to 
protect the rights of property owners for their losses, either as individuals or as 
entire communities.

Our attorneys cogently mine the headlines to analyze legal developments 
on www.corlessbarfield.com. Mr. Corless is widely known in the media, 
regularly appearing on Fox News, PBS and Al Jazeera to provide property 
damage and insurance analysis. The Tampa Bay Times and Miami Herald 
frequently interview Mr. Corless to discuss court cases. He is licensed to 
practice law in Florida and Missouri, and he is a member of the American 
Society of Trial Consultants. Mr. Corless has earned the AV Preeminent rating 
from Martindale-Hubbell for highest ethical standards and legal ability.

FLORIDA TAMPA

Personal Injury

TEXAS HOUSTON

Tom STilwell

3131 Eastside Street, Suite 440, Houston, Texas 77098
tom@tstilwell.com  |  www.stilwelltriallaw.com

The Stilwell Law Firm possesses 
the experience you can lean on. 

In the past, we tried cases at big law 
firms for corporate clients, but now we 
are a plaintiff’s trial firm with select 
clients. When we accept your case 
against large corporations, we know 
exactly how the other side thinks. We 
use this experience to obtain the full 
compensation that you deserve. 

When you hire the Stilwell Law 
Firm, you become part of our family 
and get a dedicated team that makes 
time for you, listens to you, fights for 
you, and keeps you informed every 
step of the way. We correct the injustice you experienced, seek finality 
for your suffering, and facilitate resolution by recovering the full value 
due for your loss. 

The Stilwell Law Firm specializes in serious personal injury and 
general negligence cases involving aircraft, airports and aviation; 
oil & gas drilling and exploration; highway and truck crashes; 
bicycle collisions; and complex commercial claims. Call Us Today 
at 713-931-1111 or 844-931-3111 for a free evaluation of your case.

Denman Heard is a passionate advocate on behalf of those who have been injured by 
dangerous products, pharmaceutical products, occupational disease, toxic exposure, 

and more. His verdicts totaling nearly half a billion dollars have been highly publicized by 
the media, including The Los Angeles Times, The Houston Chronicle, The Austin American 
Statesmen, The Corpus Christi Caller Times, The Dallas Morning News, Lawyer’s Weekly USA, 
American Lawyer, Texas Monthly, Bloomberg News, Law 360, and other publications. Lawyers 
Weekly USA has recognized Denham Heard as one of the “Nation’s Top Trial Lawyers.”

Over the past two decades, he has led trial teams in the following:
•	 	The	first	(and	only)	Sulzer	hip	implant	defect	case	in	the	United	States
•	 The	first	foundry	respirator	defect	silicosis	case	tried	in	Texas
•	 	One	of	the	first	combined	permanent	nuisance,	intentional	trespass,	and	punitive	

damage awards in Texas in a groundwater contamination case against a municipal solid 
waste disposal operation

•	 Numerous	mesothelioma	and	asbestos	verdicts
•	 Commercial	and	insurance	coverage	litigation
•	 Tobacco	Litigation
•	 De-Puy	ASR
In addition, Denman has served as a lead member of trial and discovery teams in national 

product liability litigation that has resolved many thousands of cases throughout the United 
States	for	victims	of	ASR,	Avandia,	Fen-Phen,	Sulzer,	and	DePuy	ASR.	

He has tried over 100 plaintiffs’ claims to verdict, amassing nearly half billion dollars in jury 
verdicts and well over a billion dollars in settlements.

Denman HearD

TEXAS HOUSTON

Houston, TX 
Tel: 713.665.1100

www.heardlawfirm.com

HearD Law Firm, PLLC
Trial Lawyers
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