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The following section features attorneys who have demonstrated leadership qualities and have achieved 
the AV Preeminent rating by Martindale-Hubbell®. 

Martindale-Hubbell®, the company that has long set the standard for lawyer ratings, has supplied 
ALM with a list of Top Rated Lawyers who have achieved an AV® Preeminent® Peer Review Rating, the 
highest rating in legal ability and ethical standards. To create this section, Martindale-Hubbell® tapped its 
comprehensive database of Martindale-Hubbell® Peer Review Ratings™ to identify lawyers who have been 
rated by their peers to be AV® Preeminent™. 

Martindale Hubbell Peer Review Ratings are driven by the confidential opinions of lawyers and members 
of the judiciary who receive invitations from Martindale-Hubbell®, via an online survey or by mail, to provide 
reviews of lawyers of whom they have professional knowledge.

A complete directory of all AV® Preeminent™ lawyers can be found online at Lawyers.com® and 
Martindale.com, in the Martindale-Hubbell® Law Directory in print and CD-ROM formats, and online 
through the LexisNexis® services and at lexis.com. Attorneys shown do not constitute the full list of  
“Top Rated Lawyers” 

CALIFORNIA LOS ANGELES

June D. Coleman

5901 W Century Blvd, #1200 
Los Angeles, CA 90045

Ph: 916.287.4212
colemanj@cmtlaw.com  |  www.cmtlaw.com

June Coleman is a litigator with more than 20 years of experience 
representing clients in complex civil cases before state and federal courts 

throughout California. She has recently joined Carlson & Messer to provide 
a presence in Northern California. She is also a seasoned appellate attorney 
in both California Courts of Appeal and in the United States Court of Appeal 
for the Ninth Circuit and has authored amicus briefs for the US Supreme 
Court. Ms. Coleman effectively and thoroughly litigates cases in a cost 
effective manner to obtain the best result for clients.

Ms. Coleman represents the financial services industry in individual and 
class actions involving the FDCPA, the FCRA, the TCPA, and state laws. Ms. 
Coleman is recognized as one of the most powerful women in collections 
and one of the top defense attorneys in the financial services arena. 
Additionally, Ms. Coleman has extensive experience handling other types of 
litigation, including professional malpractice claims, and represents attorneys 
before the California State Bar. Ms. Coleman is recognized as an expert in 
attorney fee matters and arbitrates fee matters. 

For 10 years, Ms. Coleman has been voted by her peers for inclusion on 
the Northern California Super Lawyers list; the “Best of the Bar” list by the 
Sacramento Business Journal and the “Top of the Bar” list by Sacramento 
Magazine. Ms. Coleman is a Martindale Hubbell AV Preeminent rated attorney.
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Mary alexander

Mary alexander & associates, P.c.

This was a survival and 
wrongful death action 

brought by Sarah Ingebritsen, 
her daughter, Eden Ricci and 
son, Charles (“Charlie”) Ricci for 
the loss of their husband and 
father, Christopher (“Chris”) 
Ricci, age 53, on April 23, 2016, 
and for personal injuries to Sarah 
and Charlie. Causes of action 
were for dangerous condition of 
public property, negligence and 
negligent infliction of emotional 
distress. Chris was struck and 
injured by a vehicle driven by 
Randall Rubingh while walking 
westbound along the north side 
of San Carlos Avenue in San 
Carlos, California. Rubingh was 
driving under the influence of 
alcohol at the time. The City 
was represented by Gregg A. 
Thornton of Selman Breitman LLP 
and Rubingh was represented by Timonty W. Workman of Case & Fedor. 

Chris subsequently died as a result of his injuries. Sarah was walking with Chris 
at the time and suffered significant emotional distress. Charlie had just seen his 
parents walking behind him, and heard the accident from inside their home just 
yards away. Sarah and Chris had been at a neighbor’s house, just a block and a 
half away from their home. Charlie had been playing basketball with his friends at 
a neighborhood school.

CALIFORNIA SAN FRANCISCO

44 Montgomery Street, Suite 1303, San Francisco, CA 94104
Phone: 415.966.0776, Fax: 415.433.5440 • www.maryalexanderlaw.com

Ingebritsen v. City of San Carlos – A $6,000,000 Dangerous 
Condition Victory
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CALIFORNIA OAKLAND | STOCKTON

For more than 45 years, The Van Blois Law Firm has 
served as a powerful advocate in Northern California 

for persons who have been seriously injured, disabled, 
or killed as a result of someone else’s wrongdoing. With 
offices in Oakland and Stockton, the firm effectively 
represents persons throughout Northern & Central 
California as well as the San Francisco Bay Area. The 
firm’s experienced legal team is led by R. Lewis Van 
Blois, whose more than 150 jury trials in California have 
earned him a reputation as one of the state’s most 
knowledgeable and revered injury attorneys. Certified 
as a civil trial specialist by The National Board of Trial 
Advocacy for more than 30 years, Mr. Van Blois has 
achieved millions of dollars in awards and settlements on 
behalf of clients in various areas of personal injury and 
wrongful death. He has been selected by Best Lawyers 
as the Product Liability Litigation-Plaintiffs “Lawyer of the 
Year” in Oakland, California for 2018.
Thomas C. Knowles, who has been practicing in 
California for more than 40 years and is rated AV 
Preeminent by Martindale Hubbell, specializes in 
product liability, construction site accident, and trucking 
accident cases. His experience as a former defense 
lawyer representing an auto manufacturer has provided 
the knowledge to effectively represent injured persons 
against manufacturers in product liability cases.
Michael Gatto is an experienced trial attorney 
specializing in catastrophic injury cases with complex 
medical issues. He has tried over 200 cases and recently 
achieved one of the largest medical malpractice awards 
in Contra Costa County. He has been selected by Best 
Lawyers as the 2018 Personal Injury Litigation-Plaintiffs 
“Lawyer of the Year” in Oakland, California.
The firm’s seasoned attorneys have several decades of 
injury law experience and know how to effectively settle 
as well as fight and win in court.

Thomas C. Knowles

R. Lewis Van Blois

Michael E. Gatto

7677 Oakport Street, Suite 565, Oakland, California 94621 
Phone: 510.635.1284  |  Fax: 510.635.1516

Stockton: 209.478.2400
www.vanbloislaw.com

Van Blois law
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Daniel Bergeson

Bergeson, llP

Daniel Bergeson is the founding 
partner of Bergeson, LLP, 

Silicon Valley’s leading business 
litigation law firm. His practice 
encompasses all aspects of 
complex business litigation 
and trial work for technology 
companies and individuals. 
Mr. Bergeson has represented 
companies and individuals in 
a wide variety of significant 
litigation matters and trials. He is 
among an elite group repeatedly 
selected for inclusion in The 
Best Lawyers in America. Mr. 
Bergeson consistently is listed 
among Silicon Valley’s Top 
Attorneys in San Jose Magazine, 
as well as Northern California 
Super Lawyers, as compiled in 
Law & Politics Magazine. He also 
has been named as one of the 
Best Lawyers in the Bay Area 
by Bay Area Lawyer Magazine. 
Mr. Bergeson has received the highest peer-review rating for ethical 
standards and legal ability from Martindale-Hubbell.

CALIFORNIA SAN JOSE | SAN FRANCISCO

dbergeson@be-law.com • www.be-law.com

111 N Market Street, Suite 600
San Jose, CA 95113

p: 408.291.6200, f: 408.297.6000

101 California St., Suite 2710
San Francisco, CA 94111
p: 415.365.9586
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JOHN P. HANNA:
• J.D. from Stanford Law School ‘59
•  Recognized by Best Lawyers of America & 

Northern CA Land Use Lawyer of the Year – 2018
Specialization:
• Entitlements
• Land Use
• Real Estate Development
• Subdivisions
• Common Interest Developments
• Community Associations
• Mixed-Use Developments
• Purchase, Sale, Leasing

DAVID M. VAN ATTA:
•  J.D. from University of CA  

Hastings College of Law ‘69
•  Recognized as Real Estate Lawyer of the Year – 

Northern CA 2018 in Wall Street Journal
Specialization:
• Real Estate Law
• Land Use
• Development
• Finance
• Community Association Law
• Mixed-Use Developments

WILLIAM R. GARRETT:
•  J.D. from University of San Francisco 

School of Law ‘87
Specialization:
• Real Estate Transactions
• Finance
• Leasing
• Real Estate Litigation
• Business and Commercial Litigation
• Construction Defect Litigation

Recognized in Best Lawyers in America 
Recognized in Best Law Firms in California

REAL ESTATE AND LAND USE LAWYERS

HANNA & VAN ATTA

525 University Avenue, Suite 600 
Palo Alto, CA 94301
Tel: 650.321.5700
www.hanvan.com 

J ack S. Johal has over 36 years of experience in the areas of tax (income, 
estate, gift, charitable, and property tax), estate planning, probate, trust 

administration and trust litigation. He has extensive experience in business 
transactions and organizations and real estate. His estate planning practice 
includes the preparation of wills, trusts, family limited partnerships / LLCs, 
planned gifting, powers of attorney, medical directives, and probate and 
post-mortem planning. He formulates comprehensive strategies to address 
tax aspects, asset protection, and business succession. Mr. Johal received his 
undergraduate degree in English and Economics from Occidental College, his 
law degree from Duquesne University School of Law, and his Masters of Law in 
Taxation from New York University.

Jack is AV Peer Review Rated Preeminent by Martindale-Hubbell and has a 
rating of 10.0 out of 10.0 by AVVO, a rating service for lawyers. He has been 
a five-year recipient (2010-2014) of Sacramento Magazine’s Five Star Wealth 
Management Award and ranked as a Top Business / Corporate Lawyer by 
Sacramento Magazine for two years (2015-2016). He is a regular speaker and 
author on topics of tax, estate planning, and business entities. He was a member 
of the California State Bar Partnership Committee and was involved in the 
drafting of California’s Limited Liability Company Act, General Partnership Act, 
and Limited Partnership Act. Johal was selected as one of Northern California’s 
Top Rated Lawyers for 2018. Johal was also accepted by The Lawyers of 
Distinction, which recognizes an attorney within the top 10% of attorneys in their 
respective field in the United States.

CALIFORNIA SACRAMENTO

Jack S. Johal

720 Howe Avenue, Suite 112, Sacramento, CA 95825
Phone: 916.569.8111 

www.johallawoffices.com

The law officeS of 
Jack S. Johal
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Michael P. Mallery is a distinguished civil litigator based in 
Fresno, California. In more than 30 years of practice, Mr. 

Mallery has developed a breadth of legal expertise. He is best 
known for his laudable achievements in labor and business law over 
the past 10 years as General Counsel for Gerawan Farming, Inc.

In his first 24 years of litigation, Mallery defended catastrophic 
personal injury matters and medical malpractice actions for Fresno 
hospitals. He also taught civil litigation and remedies as an Adjunct 
Professor, and served as a Judge Pro-Tem for the Fresno County 
Superior Court in Juvenile Court.

In his practice with Gerawan Farming, the nation’s largest 
growers of peaches, plums and nectarines, Mallery works to protect 
Gerawan workers’ rights. Balancing optimism with pragmatism, he 
understands the hurdles involved in the complex pursuit of labor 
equality. Gerawan Farming is renowned throughout the agriculture 
industry for its high-quality treatment of its employees.

Michael and his wife of 39 years, Rebeca, reside in Clovis, 
California. They have three sons, Michael, Neil, and Mark, and two 
grandsons, Rowan Michael and Callan Manuel. 

Michael P. Mallery 
CALIFORNIA FRESNO

7108 North Fresno Street, 
Suite 450, Fresno, CA 93720

Tel: 559.341.4217  |  Fax: 559.500.1289 
Email: m.mallery@gerawan.com  |  www.gerawan.com

Gerawan FarMinG, inc

Barbara Monty is a highly skilled and uniquely 
creative mediator and trial attorney. Her clients 

include Fortune Five Hundred Companies and private 
individuals. She has an unbeaten trial record. Barbara’s 
over thirty year legal career is enhanced by her 
specialized training in handling high conflict matters 
and difficult personalities. She is one of the few lawyers 
in the United States certified as a Forgiveness Coach 
and as one of the leaders in this movement she has 
published and taught lawyers and mediators on ways to 
bring elements of forgiveness to the legal profession, 
while obtaining great results for ones clients. A principal 
in the law firm of MontyWhite LLP, Barbara works in the 
San Rafael, Santa Rosa and Palm Desert Offices.

BarBara S. Monty

CALIFORNIA SAN RAFAEL, SANTA ROSA, PALM DESERT

San Rafael Office 
1000 Fourth Street, Suite 425, San Rafael, CA 94901

Tel: 415.453.1010  |  Fax: 888.831.5842
Direct dial: 415.226.4049

bmonty@montywhitelaw.com 
www.montywhitelaw.com
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CALIFORNIA SAN FRANCISCO

Solomon B. Cera

595 Market Street - Suite 2300, 
San Francisco, CA 94105-2835

p: 415.777.2230, f: 415.777.5189
www.cerallp.com

M r. Cera, the managing partner, has been litigating complex 
cases with the Firm for more than thirty years. He has been at 

the forefront of the Firm’s nationwide practice in litigating complex 
class action and individual cases on behalf of plaintiffs. The Firm’s 
principal areas of practice are securities and antitrust litigation. Many 
of the Firm’s cases are class actions. With unwavering commitment to 
its clients’ interests, the Firm establishes a close working relationship 
from initial investigation through successful resolution. The Firm’s 
nationwide class action practice, run from its San Francisco and Boston 
offices, covers a wide range of businesses and industries. The Firm’s 
cases often involve alleged accounting manipulations, misstated 
financial results, price fixing, monopolization, and/or other restraints 
of trade. In addition to its class action cases, the Firm also represents 
individuals and small businesses in high stakes litigation in a variety of 
areas including ERISA litigation, qui tam and whistleblower litigation, 
churning and unsuitability claims, and for breaches of fiduciary duty by 
officers and directors and general partners. The Firm also undertakes 
representation of individuals and businesses in arbitration, and has 
vast experience in obtaining mediated resolutions of disputes.

Cera llP

Steven A. Fabbro has over 30 years of experience specializing in 
personal injury, product liability, traumatic brain injury, premises 

liability and wrongful death cases involving individuals who have suffered 
catastrophic, life-changing injuries. 

He works with highly experienced forensic experts in the fields of 
accident reconstruction, economic evaluation, mechanical engineering, 
medical care and physical rehabilitation to prepare and prove cases 
on behalf of his clients who are victims of tractor-trailer collisions, 
construction accidents, automobile accidents, or defective machinery and 
industrial equipment. 

Mr. Fabbro has also handled several large mass tort cases involving 
hundreds of claims of toxic exposure, contaminated food products, 
defective medical devices, pharmaceutical products and vaccines, and 
food supplements.

His client base is comprised of individuals from across the Americas, 
Asia, and Europe. Mr. Fabbro is admitted to practice before the United 
States Supreme Court, the California Supreme Court, the United States 
Court of Appeals, the United District Courts for the Northern, Southern 
and Eastern Districts of California. 

Mr. Fabbro accepts cases on a contingency fee basis. Office locations 
in San Francisco and Modesto serve the San Francisco Bay Area and 
Central Valley, California.

Steven A. FAbbro

601 Montgomery Street, Suite 2000, San Francisco, CA 94111 
p: 415.391.6850  •  f: 415.391.6856

www.fabbrolaw.comlaw

CALIFORNIA SAN FRANCISCO

LAw oFFiceS oF Steven A. FAbbro
Experience and Proven Results 
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CALIFORNIA SAN FRANCISCO

Brooke oliver

50 Balmy Alley, San Francisco, CA 94110
Ph: 415.641.1116 | Fax: 415.695.1116

brooke@50Balmy.com | www.50Balmy.com

Internationally respected, Brooke Oliver is a creative, rigorous, and 
scholarly IP, art, and entertainment lawyer. Admitted to the U.S. 

Supreme Court, she is rated: A-V “Preeminent” (since 1998), among the 
top 5% Intellectual Property lawyers nationally (American Lawyer, National 
Law Journal), and Northern California’s SuperLawyers, Top Attorneys, and 
Top Women Attorneys. Brooke has been described as “legendary”, a 
“copyright folk hero”, and practicing “law in service of soul”. A strategic 
thinker, Brooke is outside General Counsel for clients who produce 
entertainment events. She helps iconic clients secure their legacies with 
effective business and nonprofit structures and IP enforcement. She was 
the legal architect of Burning Man’s for-profit to nonprofit transition with 
multiple subsidiaries. She helped the Cesar E. Chavez Foundation and 
Dolores Huerta Foundation create lasting infrastructures. 

Brooke successfully prosecuted the Dykes on Bikes’ trademark registration 
to the U.S. Supreme Court twice. Her copyright and trademark litigation in 
District Courts and 9th and Federal Circuits informs her transactional work. 
She is a foremost expert on the Visual Artists’ Rights Act, murals, and  
public art law.
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Brooks Cutter

CALIFORNIA SACRAMENTO, OAKLAND

Brooks is a founding partner of Cutter Law 
PC, with offices in Oakland and Sacramento. 

Brooks represents a variety of clients -- people 
with significant personal injuries, corporate 
whistleblowers, and victims of fraud and insurance 
bad faith among them.

He is recognized nationally for his experience 
and skillful prosecution of complex consumer 
class action litigation and multidistrict mass tort 
cases, including lead or co lead roles in MDL and 
California coordinated proceedings. He also has an 
outstanding record of verdicts and settlements in 
individual cases.

Brooks is on the faculty at Trial Lawyers College, a 
member of the American Board of Trial Advocates 
(ABOTA), and board member and past president of 
the Capital City Trial Lawyers Association.

401 Watt Avenue  Suite 100 | Sacramento, CA 95864 
4179 Piedmont Avenue, 3rd Floor, Oakland, CA 94611

Ph: 888.285.3333  |  Fax: 916.588.9330 
www.cutterlaw.com
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Minami Tamaki LLP is a San Francisco-based 
law firm serving clients in the areas of 

Consumer and Employment Rights, Corporate 
and Nonprofit Counseling, Immigration 
and Nationality Law, Personal Injury, and 
Entertainment.

Our attorneys serve clients by applying award-
winning legal expertise, competitive rates, 
and personalized service. Minami Tamaki LLP 
was named as one of California’s Top Ranked 
Law Firms by LexisNexis Martindale-Hubbell. 
Our attorneys are recognized annually by 
Super Lawyers, have been named to the Top 
500 lawyers in the country list by LawDragon 
magazine, and as some of the best attorneys 
in the Bay Area by Bay Area Lawyer Magazine.

Minami Tamaki LLP combines small firm 
service with large firm legal expertise. Our 
attorneys have won historic and precedent-
setting legal cases and have served as leaders 
in their respective areas of the law.

Partners have served as presidents or chairs 
of the Northern California Chapter of the 

American Immigration Lawyers Association, 
Workplace Fairness, and Civil Liberties Public 
Education Fund. Our attorneys currently serve 
as, or have been, members of the board of 
directors or board of advisors of the American 
Immigration Council, National Employment 
Lawyers Association, the American Civil 
Liberties Union, Glide Foundation, the Lawyers’ 

Committee for Civil Rights, and many other 
organizations.

Our attorneys are regularly called upon to 
serve on committees for the selection of state and 
federal judges and as commissioners on state 
and federal commissions and have volunteered 
services, time, and effort to improving our local, 
state, and national communities.

MinaMi TaMaki LLP
CALIFORNIA SAN FRANCISCO

360 Post Street, 8th Floor, San Francisco, CA 94108
Ph: 415.788.9000

MinamiTamaki.com  |  @MinamiTamaki

A versatile, highly experienced, complex case trial lawyer, John O’Connor 
has for over 25 years devoted a significant portion of his practice to 

attorneys and attorney fee disputes, both as an expert witness and as a 
litigator. From years of evaluating, assessing, and litigating fees, O’Connor 
brings a depth of expertise and context as an expert witness that only an 
experienced litigator can offer in fee disputes.
 O’Connor has tried a wide variety of cases in federal, state and arbitration 
courts throughout the country, including not only professional liability, 
attorney fee, and law firm buy-out cases, but also patent, anti-trust, civil 
RICO, ADA/disability discrimination, civil rights, employment, insurance 
coverage and bad faith, construction, product liability, toxic tort, 
defamation, fraud and contract, real estate, white collar criminal, and sports 
management, among others. This experience allows him to distinguish 
between efficiency and inefficiency in litigation management.
 He has frequently associated with other firms to provide trial and 
deposition assistance, either on behalf of a separate co-party or as 
co-counsel, and often serves as local counsel. O’Connor and Associates 
prides itself on being cooperative, responsive, and efficient.

John o’Connor 

201 Mission Street, Suite 710, San Francisco, CA  94105
p: 415.693.9960  |  f: 415.692.6537

www.joclaw.com

CALIFORNIA SAN FRANCISCO

o’Connor and assoCiates

“Nation’s Top Attorney Fee Expert” – TheNALFA.org
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