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The following section features attorneys who have demonstrated leadership qualities and have achieved  

the AV Preeminent rating by Martindale-Hubbell®. 

Martindale-Hubbell®, the company that has long set the standard for lawyer ratings, has supplied ALM with  

a list of Top Rated Lawyers who have achieved an AV® Preeminent® Peer Review Rating, the highest rating in  

legal ability and ethical standards. To create this section, Martindale-Hubbell® tapped its comprehensive 

database of Martindale-Hubbell® Peer Review Ratings™ to identify lawyers who have been rated by their peers to  

be AV® Preeminent™. 

Martindale Hubbell Peer Review Ratings are driven by the confidential opinions of lawyers and members of 

the judiciary who receive invitations from Martindale-Hubbell®, via an online survey or by mail, to provide reviews 

of lawyers of whom they have professional knowledge.

A complete directory of all AV® Preeminent™ lawyers can be found online at Lawyers.com® and Martindale.com, 

in the Martindale-Hubbell® Law Directory in print and CD-ROM formats, and online through the LexisNexis® 

services and at lexis.com. Attorneys shown do not constitute the full list of “Top Rated Lawyers” 
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Donna J. Jackson is a nationally recognized 
attorney, authority, speaker and educator 

in estate planning. Ms. Jackson is a CPA 
and holds a Master Degree (LL.M.) in Elder 
Law. Ms. Jackson has over 28 years of legal 
experience. She limits her practice to estate 
planning with an emphasis on Medicaid, 
VA Benefits and special needs planning, 
including trusts, special needs trusts, wills, 
durable power of attorneys and living wills. In 
addition, Ms. Jackson’s practice includes taxes, 
corporate, trust, individual, gift and estate, 
probates and business organizations, including 
corporations, limited partnerships and limited 
liability companies.

Ms. Jackson obtained a Bachelor of Science degree and a Master’s degree 
in Accounting from Oklahoma State University. She received her Juris Doctor 
degree from Oklahoma City University School of Law in 1988, and LL.M. 
in Elder Law from Stetson College of Law in Florida. She currently serves 
on the board of National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys. She has served 
on numerous committees of the American Bar Association, Oklahoma Bar 
Association, the Oklahoma Society of CPAs and National Academy of Elder 
Law Attorneys. 

Ms. Jackson has been a keynote speaker for the Oklahoma Bar 
Association, Strafford, and National Business Institute (NBI). She was honored 
as one of the 2011-2015 Five Star Wealth Managers in Estate Planning in the 
Oklahoma Magazine. In 2013, she received the Earl Sneed Award from the 
Oklahoma Bar Association for her contribution to continuing legal education.

OKLAHOMA

Donna J. Jackson 
OKLAHOMA CITY

10404 Vineyard Blvd, Ste E
Oklahoma City, Ok 73120

Ph: 405.840.1874  |  Fax: 405.840.1880

Donna J. Jackson  
attorney at Law

Darryl E. BakEr

Darryl E. “Chip” Baker is senior 
partner in the law firm of Baker 

Schulze Murphy Patterson in Little 
Rock, Arkansas. He has practiced 
in Arkansas since 1978 and tried 
approximately 300 jury trials to verdict. 
He is recognized as one of the most 
effective trial lawyers in the State of 
Arkansas, trying complex as well as 
simple cases. Most of his work has 
been for injured plaintiffs, but he has 
also defended criminal defendants, 
including many on a pro bono basis. 
He has enjoyed an AV Preeminent 
rating by Martindale-Hubbell for many years. He is a diplomate of the 
American Board of Trial Advocates (ABOTA), is a past president of the 
Arkansas chapter of ABOTA and currently serves on its national board. 
He served as president of the Southeast Regional division of ABOTA in 
2012. He is currently a delegate to the Arkansas Bar Association House 
of Delegates and past president of the William Overton chapter of the 
American Inns of Court. He is a member of the Arkansas and American 
Bar Associations and the American Association for Justice. He is a 
member and former board member of the Arkansas Trial Lawyers Assn. 
He has been named one of the Mid-South’s Super Lawyers by Memphis 
Magazine, one of the Top Lawyers in Arkansas by Arkansas Life Magazine, 
and one of the elite lawyers in the South by the National Law Journal.

2311 Biscayne Drive, Suite 300, Little Rock, AR 72227 
Ph: 501.537.1000  |  Fax: 501.537.1001

dbaker@bsmplawfirm.com  |  www.bsmplawfirm.com

ARKANSAS LITTLE ROCK

BakEr SchulzE Murphy & pattErSon
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SOUTH CAROLINA PAWLEYS ISLAND

Bill Hopkins has tried over 90 cases to jury verdict as first chair, in areas 
ranging from personal injury, wrongful death, business torts, trade secrets, 

employment, non-compete agreements, product liability, legal malpractice, 
fraud, premises liability, partnership and shareholder disputes to nuisance and 
consumer claims. Bill also has extensive class action experience, having been 
appointed Lead Counsel and Liaison Counsel in numerous class actions. In 
addition to representing plaintiffs and defendants in state and federal courts 
throughout the State of South Carolina, Bill also provides expert witness 
assistance in legal malpractice cases and is a certified mediator. As a result of 
his extensive experience in complex litigation and excellent track record in 
such cases, Bill frequently serves as local counsel for attorneys in other states 
representing clients in South Carolina looking to obtain the best possible result. 
Bill is admitted in South Carolina and the District of Columbia, as well as the 
district courts in both jurisdictions, the Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals and the 
Supreme Court. Bill has argued many appeals at the South Carolina Supreme 
Court and the Fourth Circuit, including an en banc argument in a seminal sexual 
harassment case before the Fourth Circuit in which he was also trial counsel. Bill 
has been AV rated for over 20 years and has been listed in The Best Lawyers 
in America under Plaintiff’s Personal Injury Litigation for over 15 years. Bill is a 
member of the American Board of Trial Advocates and has served on various 
committees of the South Carolina Bar, including the Professional Responsibility 
Committee for over 10 years. Bill is also active in his community, serving on the 
Board of two local non-profit charitable organizations.  

William E. Hopkins, Jr. (Bill)

12019 Ocean Highway, Pawleys Island, SC 29585
Tel: 843.314.4202  |  Fax: 843.314.9365

bill@hopkinsfirm.com  |  www.hopkinsfirm.com

James W. Lea

J im Lea has been practicing 
law for 37 years. He has 

tried virtually every type of 
case, from criminal to civil, 
but in the last 20 plus years 
he has concentrated primarily 
in domestic law. In 1996, he 
was named by Martindale-
Hubbell, the country’s leading 
legal rating service, as one 
of the preeminent lawyers in 
America, an AV rating that only 
approximately 10% of lawyers 
achieve. He has held that designation for 21 years. For the 
11th straight year, he has been named in “Best Lawyers in 
America,” “North Carolina Super Lawyers,” and recently 
in the American Registry as one of North Carolina’s Best 
Lawyers. Six years ago, U.S. News and World Report 
began electing “The Best Law Firms in America” and 
Mr. Lea’s firm has held that designation since its inception. 
He also recently received the Client Distinction Award from 
Martindale Hubbell, voted on by clients only.

1612 Military Cutoff Rd STE 300
Wilmington, North Carolina 28403

Phone: 910.239.5990 | Fax: 910.239.5992
www.theleaschultzlawfirm.com | jwl@theleaschultzlawfirm.com

NORTH CAROLINA WILMINGTON

The Lea/schuLTz LaW Firm, P.c

Mitchell J. howie

T he Law Office of Mitchell J. 
Howie has been serving clients 

since 2004 with effective and skilled 
legal representation. Mr. Howie is a 
skilled criminal defense lawyer and 
family lawyer who gets the best 
possible results for his clients and 
teaches trial advocacy worldwide 
for the military.

In 2017 Mitchell Howie was 
selected as an esteemed lawyer 
of America and one of the Best 
Attorneys in America. Between 
2015-2017, Huntsville Attorney 
Mitchell Howie was selected as 
a member of the Nation’s Top One Percent of attorneys by the 
National Association of Distinguished Counsel. One of the best 
family lawyers in Huntsville, he was recognized as Top 10 under 
40 of Alabama Family Lawyers by the National Academy of Family 
Law Attorneys.

Between 2014-2017 Attorney Mitchell Howie was recognized as 
one of the Top 100 lawyers by the National Trial Lawyers (NTL) and 
was recognized as one of the Top 40 Lawyers Under 40 by NTL and 
as one of the TOP TEN Criminal Defense attorneys in Alabama 
under 40 by the National Academy of Criminal Defense Attorneys.

107 North Side Square, Huntsville, Alabama 35801
Phone: 256.533.8074  |  Fax: 256.533.3488

info@mitchellhowie.com  |  www.mitchellhowie.com

ALABAMA HUNTSVILLE

law office of Mitchell J. howie
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James D. Williams

J ames D. “Butch” Williams was born 
and raised in Washington, D.C. He 

graduated from North Carolina Central 
University in 1976, and received his Juris 
Doctor degree from North Carolina 
Central University of Law in 1979. During 
law school, he received his commission 
into the United States Marine Corps as 
a Second Lieutenant. Within 2 years he 
attained the rank of Captain. 

He was admitted to the Bar in the 
North Carolina Bar in 1979. He is also 
admitted to practice as an attorney and 
counselor of the U.S. District Court, 
Middle, Eastern and Western Districts, 
the Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals, and 
the United States Supreme Court.

In 1983, he returned to Durham and became a partner in the law firm of 
Spaulding & Williams. He has built a thriving practice in criminal law over 
38 years, and began his present firm in 1996. 

He is also known in the sporting and entertainment world for his work as an 
agent. He represents NFL, NBA, actors and entertainers such as Greg Ellis, Alge 
Crumpler, Shirley Caesar and Wesley Snipes. 

He finds time to give back as an adjunct professor of law at North Carolina 
Central University. He serves on several boards and with groups such as 
100 Black Men as a mentor and an active alumni member of the Kappa Alpha 
Psi Fraternity. He believes in helping young black males by acting both as a role 
model and a mentor.

NORTH CAROLINA DURHAM

3200 Croasdaile Drive, Suite 604, Durham, North Carolina 27705
Ph: 919.382.8115  |  Fax: 919.382.7413

www.jdbutchwilliams.com

The laW Offices Of  
James D. Williams, Jr., P.a.

Lydia QuarLes

Lydia Quarles is a principal in 
the firm of Mozingo|Quarles 

PLLC with offices in Jackson and 
Starkville, Mississippi. She and firm 
principal James R. Mozingo have 
established a boutique practice 
built around their motto: Creative 
solutions. Sound advice. With a 
spectrum of legal expertise and a 
breadth of personal talents, Lydia 
has been able to offer her clients 
one-of-a-kind professional services. 
The firm is able to provide the skills, 
experience and resources of much 
larger firms, without sacrificing 
the personalized focus and attention that comes with its size. Areas 
of practice include business and commercial litigation, business 
transactions and contracts, business formation and operation, public 
entity representation, labor and employment, real estate transactions, 
and a select domestic and family practice. The firm is also adept at 
representing professionals in professional board inquiries, and Lydia 
is an experienced mediator. M|Q and its lawyers practice before all 
federal, state and local courts and many administrative bodies.

Lydia is a Martindale-Hubbell AV rated lawyer who is also 
recognized by Martindale as a Preeminent Woman Lawyer in America.

1016 Louisville Street, Suite E, Starkville, MS 39579
Tel: 662.268.5096  |  Fax: 662.323.5256

lydia@mqlawoffices.com  |  www.mozingolaw.com

MISSISSIPPI STARKVILLE

Mozingo | QuarLes PLLC

John P. Zelbst

J ohn P. Zelbst specializes in 
plaintiffs’ civil damage cases 

including medical malpractice, 
personal injuries, product design 
defects, and other related areas. He 
has obtained many record verdicts 
in Oklahoma, including the largest 
recorded verdict for personal injury 
in the amount of $24 million and 
the largest verdict in Oklahoma 
against the U.S. government, 
in the amount of $7 million. He 
practices in many state and federal 
courts, lectures and teaches. His 
legal career has focused solely 
on representing people who have been injured, wronged, falsely 
accused and mistreated. He is a former President of the Oklahoma 
Association for Justice, Board Member and Senior Faculty for Gerry 
Spence’s Trial Lawyers College, a member of ABOTA, AAJ and 
NACDL. He has been recognized by Oklahoma Super Lawyers and 
Best Lawyers, and various other legal and civil boards. 

411 Southwest 6th Street, PO Box 365, Lawton, OK 73502
Tel: 580.248.4844  |  Fax: 580.248.6916
zelbst@zelbst.com  |  www.zelbst.com

OKLAHOMA LAWTON

Zelbst, holmes & butler

PERSONAL INJURY GENERAL: PLAINTIFF
PERSONAL INJURY MEDICAL MALPRACTICE: PLAINTIFF
CRIMINAL DEFENSE

Stephen M. Kapral, Jr.

S tephen Kapral is a partner 
and shareholder in the 

Law Offices of Amos & Kapral, 
LLP, with offices in Boone and 
Hickory, North Carolina.  
Mr. Kapral has been a licensed 
attorney for more than 26 years 
and has represented numerous 
clients in all areas of personal 
injury law. Mr. Kapral takes 
tremendous pride in helping 
ordinary people who have 
been seriously injured by the 
negligence of others. He has 
obtained an excellent reputation and has achieved many 
high dollar verdicts and settlements during his distinguished 
legal career. He is a Litigation Counsel of America Fellow, 
member of The Million Dollar Advocate Forum and is 
recognized as having a “Preeminent” “AV” rating by 
Martindale-Hubbell. Mr. Kapral continues to concentrate 
his practice on providing quality representation to clients 
in personal injury matters, wrongful death, workers’ 
compensation and nursing home neglect cases throughout 
North Carolina.

164 South Depot Street, Boone, NC  28607
Phone: 828.264.4745  |  Fax: 828.265.5650

www.amoskapral.com  | steve@amoskapral.com

North CaroliNa BOONe

Personal injury law

law Office Of aMOS & Kapral, llp
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Marx DaviD Sterbcow

M arx Sterbcow is the Managing 
Attorney for the Sterbcow Law 

Group LLC and he is recognized as one 
of the leading RESPA attorneys in the 
country. His national practice focuses 
on residential real estate settlement 
service compliance involving the 
mortgage banking, title insurance, 
and real estate brokerage industries 
with a particular focus on RESPA, 
TILA, UDAAP, and administrative and 
regulatory compliance. 

Marx represents and defends 
mortgage lenders, banks, real estate 
brokerages, title insurance underwriters 
and agents, law firms, and other financial companies across the country in 
connection with CFPB administrative and regulatory compliance matters; 
designs, analyzes, and conducts audits involving affiliated business 
arrangements and vendor management compliance; provides marketing 
and promotional advertising guidance; and has litigated matters on 
behalf of national trade associations against the federal government and 
represented consumers involved in mortgage fraud and RESPA issues. 

Marx serves on the Regulatory & Policy Committee for RESPRO, 
ALTA’s Combined Mortgage Disclosure Task Force, MBA’s State 
Legislative & Regulatory Committee, and is the current Vice President of 
the LLTA and NOMATA.

1734 Prytania St., New Orleans, LA 70130 
Toll Free: 877.854.2182  |  Office: 504.523.4930 

www.respaattorneys.com  |  www.respalawyer.com

LOUISIANA NEW ORLEANS

the Sterbcow Law Group LLc

Gary H. Miller

Having practiced for 35 years 
as a transactional lawyer, 

Gary provides large firm 
experience at small town rates. 
Gary is licensed to practice 
in both North Carolina and 
Louisiana. He has been a 
Martindale-Hubbell AV rated 
lawyer for more than 20 years.

For two-thirds of his career, 
Gary practiced in New Orleans 
in the General Business section 
of Jones Walker LLP, one of the 
largest firms in the South. Following Hurricanes Katrina 
and Rita in 2005, Gary and his family relocated to the Town 
of Sylva in the mountains of Western North Carolina. 

Gary represents clients in a variety of transactional 
matters, including the sale, purchase and development 
of businesses and real estate projects and the formation, 
operation and dissolution of corporations, partnerships 
and limited liability companies. 

Gary takes pride in responding promptly to his clients’ 
needs.

10 East Main Street, Sylva, North Carolina 28779
Phone: 828.586.0020 Fax: 828.586.0107
www.gmillerlaw.com | gary@gmillerlaw.com

NORTH CAROLINA SYLVA

Gary H. Miller attorney at law

Jim Buxton

James T.H. Buxton, Sr. is the 
founding partner of Buxton & 

Collie, LLC, a boutique corporate law 
firm located in Mount Pleasant, South 
Carolina. A native of Charleston, Jim 
graduated from Princeton University 
and the University of South Carolina 
School of Law. He practiced in Atlanta 
with Alston & Bird LLP, and then in 
Richmond with Hunton & Williams LLP, 
prior to returning to his hometown. 
Buxton & Collie, LLC serves clients on 
a wide range of corporate matters as 
well as estate and tax planning, and 
real estate transactions. 

Jim’s practice focuses on private securities offerings, business 
purchase and sale agreements, and deal work involving high net worth 
individuals and family office clients who engage in private equity 
transactions. Buxton & Collie, LLC also serves as outside corporate 
counsel for middle market companies, small businesses, including 
closely-held family businesses in a variety of market segments. 

Jim is active in the Charleston community, volunteering his time on 
several boards and foundations. He lives in Mount Pleasant with his 
wife, Courtney, and their two sons. 

940 Johnnie Dodds Boulevard, Suite 205, Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464
Phone: 843.606.2397  |  Fax: 843.284.8917

jbuxton@buxtonandcollie.com  |  www.buxtonandcollie.com

South Carolina MoUnT PLeASAnT

Buxton & Collie, llC

James Falk

J ames K Falk received his 
Bachelor of Science degree, 

cum laude, in 1981 from 
Washington & Lee University 
in Lexington Virginia, and his 
law degree, cum laude, from 
Washington & Lee School 
of Law in 1984. James was 
licensed to practice law in 
Kentucky in 1984 and was 
admitted to the South Carolina 
Bar in 2010. Mr. Falk is also 
admitted to practice in the 
Federal District Courts in South 
Carolina and Kentucky as well 
as the United States Supreme Court.

Mr Falk has jury trial experience in both Federal and State 
courts where he represents both private and appointed 
clients. Mr Falk also represents private and appointed clients 
in Post-Conviction Relief applications and criminal appeals. 
Additionally Mr. Falk represents respondents against whom 
the State seeks a civil commitment under the Sexually 
Violent Predator Act. Mr. Falk taught South Carolina Criminal 
Trial Practice for several semesters at the South Carolina 
School of Law as an adjunct professor. 

38 Broad Street, 3rd Floor, PO Box 1058, Charleston, SC 29402
Ph: 843.606.6007  |  Fax: 843.972.9005

www.falklawfirm.com

SOUTH CAROLINA CHARLESTON

Falk law OFFice

Stephen M. Kapral, Jr.

S tephen Kapral is a partner 
and shareholder in the 

Law Offices of Amos & Kapral, 
LLP, with offices in Boone and 
Hickory, North Carolina.  
Mr. Kapral has been a licensed 
attorney for more than 26 years 
and has represented numerous 
clients in all areas of personal 
injury law. Mr. Kapral takes 
tremendous pride in helping 
ordinary people who have 
been seriously injured by the 
negligence of others. He has 
obtained an excellent reputation and has achieved many 
high dollar verdicts and settlements during his distinguished 
legal career. He is a Litigation Counsel of America Fellow, 
member of The Million Dollar Advocate Forum and is 
recognized as having a “Preeminent” “AV” rating by 
Martindale-Hubbell. Mr. Kapral continues to concentrate 
his practice on providing quality representation to clients 
in personal injury matters, wrongful death, workers’ 
compensation and nursing home neglect cases throughout 
North Carolina.

164 South Depot Street, Boone, NC  28607
Phone: 828.264.4745  |  Fax: 828.265.5650

www.amoskapral.com  | steve@amoskapral.com

North CaroliNa BOONe

Personal injury law

law Office Of aMOS & Kapral, llp
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Kieran J. Shanahan

K ieran Shanahan is a former federal 
prosecutor and experienced 

litigator with extensive trial court 
experience As Principal at Shanahan 
McDougal, Kieran handles a variety 
of cases including banking matters, 
business disputes, federal white collar 
defenses, corporate compliance, 
professional licensing, and internal 
investigations. His non-litigation 
experience includes general business, 
corporate, and banking.

Kieran spent five years as an 
Assistant United States Attorney, 
where he concentrated in the 
investigation and prosecution of white collar crime. In 1989, he received 
the Directors Award from the U.S. Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and 
Firearms and was recognized as one of the most outstanding federal 
prosecutors in the country. In 2013 Kieran served as Secretary of the NC 
Department of Public Safety overseeing law enforcement, emergency 
management, prison system, and NC National Guard.

Kieran was elected Chairman of the ECU Board of Trustees in 2017 
after serving two years as Vice Chair. He served four terms on the Raleigh 
City Council, was Finance Chair for the NC GOP, and was a delegate to 
three Republican National Conventions.

128 E. Hargett Street Suite 300, Raleigh, NC 27601
Phone: 919.856.9494  |  Fax: 919.856.9499

inquiry@shanahanmcdougal.com  |  www.shanahanmcdougal.com

NORTH CAROLINA RALEIGH

RobeRt C. Campbell, III
R obert Campbell has for over 

40 years been recognized as a 
premier litigator and one of the best 
educational lawyers in the United States. 
He has been selected by his peers from 
2007 through 2017 to be included in the 
Best Lawyers in America in five practice 
areas: Education Law, Commercial 
Litigation, Litigation - First Amendment, 
Litigation - Labor and Employment, 
and Litigation - Municipal. He has been 
recognized by Martindale-Hubbell with 
highest ratings, AV-Preeminate for over 
33 consecutive years and AV-Preeminate 
in the Judicial Edition Robert Campbell 
was the Asst. City Attorney for Mobile 
and  former Chief Asst. District Attorney for Mobile County as well as the 
President of the Al. Assoc. of School Board Attorneys. The firm represents 
numerous city and county school systems across the state of Alabama, the 
Mobile County Board of Equalization, the Town of Dauphin Island and various 
municipalities. Robert is the general counsel for the Alabama School of Math 
and Science since 1993 and Special Assistant Attorney General for the state 
of Alabama since 1977. Partner Nash Campbell represents Alabama’s first 
tuition free Public Charter School (ACCEL) in Mobile, Al. The firm has been 
included in US News-Best Lawyers “Best Law Firms”in the United States for 
years, and Robert has been recognized in Who’s Who in Law and Who’s Who 
in America. The firm is founded upon strong principles of integrity, hard work, 
and devotion to its clients.

851 East I-65 Service Road, Suite 700, Mobile, AL 36606 
Tel: 251.476.2400  |  Fax: 251.476.2647

www.campbelldukecampbell.com

ALABAMA MOBILE

Campbell, Duke & Campbell
Regions Tower 

Mr. LaBar’s practice concentrates 
on advising business and 

corporate clients on all manner of 
transactional, corporate and real 
estate law matters. Mr. LaBar also 
advises clients on employment law 
matters and represents them in both 
administrative matters as well as in 
litigation, including matters in State 
and Federal courts as well as before 
the EEOC, NLRB, and collective 
actions under the Fair Labor 
Standards Act.

Mr. LaBar also advises clients 
and business owners in implementing tax, business and estate 
planning strategies and, for the new business client, the choice of 
entity and incorporation of their business.

Mr. LaBar also assists clients and lending institutions in a 
variety of commercial finance, commercial real estate, leasing and 
commercial law matters.

TENNESSEE

John R. LaBaR

TULLAHOMA

300 North Jackson Street, Tullahoma, TN 37388
p: 931.455.9301

jlabar@henry-mccord.com • www.henry-mccord.com

D.HarDison WooD

The Law Office of D. Hardison 
Wood focuses on complex civil 

litigation throughout North Carolina. 
Mr. Wood is frequent lecturer on North 
Carolina products liability and the 
chapter editor for Products Liability 
in the North Carolina Prima Facie 
Torts treatise. In addition to products 
liability actions, Mr. Wood has deep 
trial experience in medical malpractice, 
tractor-trailer collisions, and excessive 
force cases. He is a proud member 
of the NCAJ where he has previously 
served on that organization’s Board 
of Governors. Currently the firm is 
engaged in multiple complex consumer products failure litigation.

Mr. Wood also represents small to medium-sized businesses in the 
RTP area. Matters include: successful dispositions of employee suits, 
contract/lease review and negotiation, wage and hour act defense, 
partnership disputes, regulatory compliance, representation before the 
NC DOL, insurance coverage disputes, lien resolution, and non-compete 
review and enforcement.

Mr. Wood is a 2018 Super Lawyer, and rated AV Preeminent by 
Martindale-Hubble, and a member of the Million Dollar Advocates Forum. 
His firm has been rated by US News as a “Best Law Firm”. 

1400 Crescent Green Drive, Suite 140, Cary, NC 27518
Raleigh Area: 919.233.0520  |  Triad Area: 336.285.6044 

Facsimile: 919.233.0521  |  www.hardisonwood.com

NORTH CAROLINA CARY
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Long, Ragsdale & Waters, P.C., founded in 1986, offers counsel across a 
wide spectrum of business law. The cornerstone of the firm is its strong 

and diversified commercial transaction and real estate practice, in which all of 
its 13 attorneys practice. The firm is active in new developments in all areas of 
conservation easements, partnership law and condominiums. Layered onto that 
expertise is an equally effective commercial litigation and dispute resolution 
practice. We also handle corporate, securities, franchise, entrepreneurial, 
employment, banking, wealth management and taxation, zoning, landlord-
tenant, construction and utility law. Long, Ragsdale & Waters represents clients 
that range from Fortune 500 firms, regional financial institutions and developers 
to small businesses, resorts and individuals throughout Tennessee and the 
Southeast. We are large enough to handle major matters, yet small enough to 
provide fast and personal service to each of our clients.

1111 N. Northshore Drive, Suite S-700, Knoxville, Tennessee 37919
Ph: 865.584.4040  |  www.lrwlaw.com 

TENNESSEE KNOXVILLE

Long, RagsdaLe & WateRs, P.C. Charlotte Christian

C harlotte Christian 
Law, P.C. is a well 

recognized North Alabama 
divorce law firm. The 
principal, Charlotte 
Christian, hold an L.L.M 
from Temple University, 
a J.D. from Jones School 
of Law in Montgomery, 
Alabama. Ms. Christian was 
also trained in litigation at 
the Gerry Spence Trial Lawyers College in Wyoming. 
The firm concentrates in Family Law matters and 
represents many professionals of North Alabama. 
The firm is known for empathy, negotiations and 
advocacy skill set.

107 Jefferson Street, Huntsville, AL 35801 
Office: 256.859.7277 

cchristian@charlottechristianlaw.com
www.charlottechristianlaw.com

ALABAMA HUNTSVILLE

Charlotte Christian law, P.C.

Cameron marshall

C ameron Marshall is a lifelong resident 
of Charleston, South Carolina. He 

graduated from Davidson College in 
1986 and received his law degree from 
the University of South Carolina in 1991. 
Mr. Marshall served as a state prosecutor 
in Charleston from 1991-2000, where 
he handled thousands of criminal cases 
ranging from larceny and drug offenses 
to armed robbery and murder. He now 
represents people accused of criminal 
acts in magistrate, municipal, circuit and 
federal courts in Charleston, Berkeley 
and Dorchester counties, as well as other 
areas of South Carolina. He has been in 
private practice since 2000. 

Mr. Marshall has extensive criminal and civil trial experience. His major 
practice areas are wrongful death, serious personal injury, medical malpractice 
and criminal defense. Mr. Marshall’s personal injury practice has produced 
excellent results for hundreds of clients who have been injured or lost a loved 
one due to someone else’s negligence. Regardless of the potential recovery 
amount, clients’ cases receive meticulous attention to detail.

Cameron Marshall has been practicing law in the Lowcountry for over 
twenty-five years. He is determined, experienced and focused on his  
clients’ needs.

7 Gamecock Ave., Suite 707, Charleston, SC 29407
Ph: 843.795.2298  |  Fax: 843.795.5081

www.attorneymarshall.com

SOUTH CAROLINA CHARLESTON

Joel Waltzer

A firm borne of idealism and the 
civil rights struggles of the 1960’s, 

Waltzer Wiygul & Garside continues 
a proud heritage of providing quality 
community based representation to 
traditionally under-served communities 
and causes. Together, we represent 
private and public interest groups 
nationwide, individuals, and communities 
with environmental and legal challenges.

WWG genuinely cares about 
defending the environment. We strive to 
take on socially significant cases whose 
outcomes will have a lasting impact in 
regards to environmental protection 
and reform.

For over 20 years, the attorneys at Waltzer Wiygul & Garside have 
represented citizens, landowners, and conservation groups in every aspect of 
protecting public health and the environment. We have litigated hundreds of 
cases under all of the major state and federal environmental laws. We’ve made 
corporate polluters clean up their act, government agencies obey the law, and 
even helped one entire community move out of harm’s way. Our environmental 
law expertise includes:

•  Toxic Torts 
•  Clean Water Act 
•  Endangered Species Act 

•  Fisheries Law 
•  Public Lands Management 
•  National Environmental Policy Act

1000 Behrman Highway, Gretna, LA 70056
Off: 504.539.4348  |  Fax: 504.340.6330 | Cell: 504.312.2412

www.wwglaw.com

LOUISIANA GRETNA

PROTECTING THE PEOPLE & PLACES WE LOVE

D.HarDison WooD

The Law Office of D. Hardison 
Wood focuses on complex civil 

litigation throughout North Carolina. 
Mr. Wood is frequent lecturer on North 
Carolina products liability and the 
chapter editor for Products Liability 
in the North Carolina Prima Facie 
Torts treatise. In addition to products 
liability actions, Mr. Wood has deep 
trial experience in medical malpractice, 
tractor-trailer collisions, and excessive 
force cases. He is a proud member 
of the NCAJ where he has previously 
served on that organization’s Board 
of Governors. Currently the firm is 
engaged in multiple complex consumer products failure litigation.

Mr. Wood also represents small to medium-sized businesses in the 
RTP area. Matters include: successful dispositions of employee suits, 
contract/lease review and negotiation, wage and hour act defense, 
partnership disputes, regulatory compliance, representation before the 
NC DOL, insurance coverage disputes, lien resolution, and non-compete 
review and enforcement.

Mr. Wood is a 2018 Super Lawyer, and rated AV Preeminent by 
Martindale-Hubble, and a member of the Million Dollar Advocates Forum. 
His firm has been rated by US News as a “Best Law Firm”. 

1400 Crescent Green Drive, Suite 140, Cary, NC 27518
Raleigh Area: 919.233.0520  |  Triad Area: 336.285.6044 

Facsimile: 919.233.0521  |  www.hardisonwood.com

NORTH CAROLINA CARY
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South

Lynn Tarpy

L ynn began practicing law 
full time in 1982 after eight 

years in the warehousing and 
distribution world. In 2013, he 
and his partners formed their 
firm and opened their office in 
west Knoxville to better serve 
their clients throughout the 
area. They are a full-service law 
firm, dedicated to serving each 
client’s particular needs.

Lynn represents a wide variety 
of business and personal clients. 
His practice has evolved into 
commercial litigation, business law, bankruptcy, mediation, 
and general practice.

The Firm represents clients throughout Tennessee and the 
Southeast in both Federal and State courts. It is especially 
proud of its participation in the Pro Bono Project for Legal 
Aid of East Tennessee and its Pillar Law Firm Model. All of the 
firm’s attorneys are actively involved in the community through 
their churches, schools, and numerous charities.

1111 N. Northshore Drive, Landmark Center North Tower, Suite N-290
Knoxville, Tennessee 37919

Tel:  865.588.1096  |  Fax:  865.588.1171
ltarpy@tcflattorneys.com  |  www.tcflattorneys.com

TENNESSEE KNOXVILLE

Tarpy, Cox, FLeishman & 
LeveiLLe, pLLC

Mark r. Dunn

As a senior business and 
litigation attorney, Mark 

Dunn brings over 25 years of 
success and experience in 
representing major corporations, 
product manufacturers and 
sellers, healthcare concerns, 
professionals, and individuals 
in a wide range of critical 
legal matters. Mark earned 
his undergraduate degree at 
Carleton College, and his JD from 
the University of Minnesota Law 
School. He began his legal career 
at Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher 
in Dallas, Texas, where he did toxic tort, environmental, and 
commercial litigation. Mark later joined Jones Day, also in Dallas, 
where his practice focused on toxic tort and products liability 
litigation. In 2006, Mark was recruited to join an extraordinary 
group of attorneys in Southeast Missouri. Osburn, Hine & Yates, 
LLC, is recognized as one of the elite firms in Southeast Missouri. 
Osburn, Hine & Yates represents clients throughout Missouri, 
Illinois, and Arkansas in litigation and transactional matters. 

3071 Lexington Ave., Cape Girardeau, MO 63701
Ph: 573.651.9000

mdunn@ohylaw.com | www.semolaw.com 

MISSOURI CAPE GIRARDEAU

PRODUCT LIABILITY; TOXIC TORT; MEDICAL MALPRACTICE; 
HEALTHCARE; AND COMMERCIAL LITIGATION

Osburn, Hine & Yates, LLC

GeorGe Pivach, ii
G eorge Pivach, II has spent over 

three decades providing high 
quality legal services to the people 
and businesses of Louisiana, earning 
him a valued reputation as both a 
professional and honorable advocate. 
As a founding partner of the law 
firm of Pivach Pivach Hufft Thriffiley, 
& Dunbar, he has successfully 
appeared in both Louisiana state 
and federal courts with a litigation 
practice that spans a variety of areas 
including commercial and business 
litigation, personal injury, and 
local government representation. 
Outside of the courtroom, George excels in the area of commercial, 
business, and real estate transactions, having represented a variety of 
businesses in complex negotiations within the Southeast United States. 
George also assists clients with their estate planning and succession 
needs and is a Licensed Title Insurance Producer. He believes strongly 
in the importance of community, having served as President of the 
Plaquemines Parish Bar Association and as an active board member 
of several local community organizations. Under George’s leadership, 
Pivach Law has established itself as one of the premier general practice 
law firms in the New Orleans metropolitan area.

8311 Highway 23, Suite 104, Belle Chasse, LA 70037
Tel: 504.394.1870  |  Fax: 504.393.2553

gpivach@pivachlaw.com  |  www.pivachlaw.com

LOUISIANA BELLE CHASSE

Pivach, Pivach, hufft,  
thriffiley & Dunbar, llc

SuSan E. WilliamS

A fter prosecuting cases 
in state, municipal and 

magistrate criminal courts 
for years, Susan E. Williams 
was driven to open her own 
criminal defense practice and 
never takes a single day of it for 
granted. Susan is driven to fight 
for each of her clients while 
upholding the highest ethical 
standards. She has worked 
hard to obtain and maintain 
outstanding rapport among 
the legal community. With honest hard work and the help of 
mentors, Susan paved her way to success. Susan is licensed in 
State and Federal Court for the District of South Carolina. In 
her free time she enjoys volunteering for the SC Department 
of Natural Resources, playing the piano, and painting.

For more information, please visit www.swilliams-law.net 
or call 843-607-9800 to speak with Susan.

SOUTH CAROLINA SUMMERVILLE

Federal and State Criminal Defense

207 East Third North Street
Summerville, South Carolina 29483

Ph: 843.607.9800
susan@swilliams-law.net  |  www.swilliams-law.net

laW OfficE Of SuSan E. WilliamS
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Dan Mordarski worked for a commercial litigation law 
firm for 12 years and represented some of the largest 

international companies. In 2006, he resigned as a partner 
and started his own firm. Mordarski represents plaintiffs 
and defendants in civil litigation matters including 
wrongful death, serious personal injury, sexual abuse, civil 
rights, employment, legal malpractice, product liability 
and all types of commercial litigation. His practice also 
includes e-discovery consulting services, attorney ethics 
and expert witness assistance in legal malpractice and 
attorney fee matters. Mordarski has appeared on the 
Today Show, Anderson Cooper, Dr. Drew and other local 
television and radio programs. He also lectures on civil 
litigation matters, attorney ethics and professionalism. 
As a result of his extensive experience with complex 
litigation as well as his record of successfully trying cases 
for both defendants and plaintiffs, Mordarski has become 
a top choice mediator and arbitrator for sophisticated, 
complex and high value claims. 

Daniel R. MoRDaRski

5 E. Long St., Suite 1100, Columbus, OH 43215
p: 614.221.3200  |  f: 614.221.3201

www.mordarskilaw.com

OHIO COLUMBUS

law offices of  
Daniel R. MoRDaRski llc
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Attorney and Managing Partner Robert 
Brown received his Juris Doctorate 

from the Cleveland Marshall School of 
Law and is admitted to practice law in the 
State of Ohio and District of Columbia. 
He is also accepted to practice before the 
Executive Office of Immigration Review, 
Board of Immigration Appeals, and all 
Homeland Security offices throughout the 
US, the US District Court for the Northern 
District of Ohio, Federal Court for the 
District of Columbia and the Sixth Circuit 
Court of Appeals.

As Managing Partner, Robert 
oversees all of the firm’s offices 
in Ohio, North Carolina and Florida, and practice areas including 
employment-based immigration, family-based immigration, naturalization 
and citizenship, removal defense and employer compliance. His 
career spanned five decades in the immigration field, including over 
twenty-five years of employment with the legacy US Department of 
Justice, Immigration and Naturalization Service (“INS”). With the INS, 
Robert held varying field and leadership positions, including, Special 
Agent, NYC, Deputy Chief of Investigations, Washington, D.C., Cleveland 
District Director, acting Regional Commissioner, Burlington, Vermont and 
Chairman of the Immigration Director’s Association. He served under 
Presidents Nixon, Ford, Carter, Reagan, Bush and Clinton.

OHIO

RobeRt L. bRown

1468 West Ninth Street, Suite 705, Cleveland, OH 44113
p: 888.861.4414, f: 216.861.4408

rbrown@rbrownllc.com • www.brown-immigration.com

CLEVELAND

Brian Cummings

B rian Cummings has 
18 years of litigation 

experience, including 
successfully handling and 
trying scores of medical 
malpractice and personal 
injury cases. Brian has 
multiple jury trial successes, 
and he has obtained 
strong settlements for his 
clients. He makes a point 
to develop themes and exhibits to share with 
juries to complement the concise, jury-friendly, 
and story-telling style he uses at trial. Brian speaks 
frequently at litigation seminars by invitation, with 
the most common request being that he share with 
other lawyers his insight and experience regarding 
how to prepare and present the best arguments and 
stories to persuade juries.

45 Music Square West, Nashville, TN 37203
Tel: 615.266.3333  |  Fax: 615.266.0250

bcummings@cummingsmanookian.com  |  www.cmtriallawyers.com

NASHVILLETENNESSEE

Cummings manookian PLC
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