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The following section features attorneys who have demonstrated leadership qualities and have achieved  

the AV Preeminent rating by Martindale-Hubbell®. 

Martindale-Hubbell®, the company that has long set the standard for lawyer ratings, has supplied ALM with  

a list of Top Rated Lawyers who have achieved an AV® Preeminent® Peer Review Rating, the highest rating in  

legal ability and ethical standards. To create this section, Martindale-Hubbell® tapped its comprehensive data-

base of Martindale-Hubbell® Peer Review Ratings™ to identify lawyers who have been rated by their peers to  

be AV® Preeminent™. 

Martindale Hubbell Peer Review Ratings are driven by the confidential opinions of lawyers and members of 

the judiciary who receive invitations from Martindale-Hubbell®, via an online survey or by mail, to provide reviews 

of lawyers of whom they have professional knowledge.

A complete directory of all AV® Preeminent™ lawyers can be found online at Lawyers.com® and Martindale.

com, in the Martindale-Hubbell® Law Directory in print and CD-ROM formats, and online through the LexisNexis® 

services and at lexis.com. Attorneys shown do not constitute the full list of “Top Rated Lawyers” 

TOP  RATEDLAWYERS
2 0 1 7  E D I T I O N

T H E  D E F I N I T I V E  G U I D E  T O  L E G A L  R E P R E S E N T A T I O N

™

As founded by Gary Elliston in 1992, integrity, professionalism and dedication to its clients are guiding principles at DeHay & Elliston, L.L.P. With 
unwavering loyalty to such principles, the attorneys and professional staff of DE diligently pursue the fulfillment of every client’s litigation objective. 
Each case is valued as an opportunity to uphold and elevate the standard of excellence by which the legal profession should be judged.

DE is recognized for its expertise in the defense of toxic tort, products liability, premises liability, medical/legal malpractice, professional negligence, 
general negligence and commercial litigation. The experience gained by defending complex medical and scientific issues often promotes DE 
attorneys to leadership positions at the trials of large multi-party litigation. This ever expanding knowledge gained from defending complex medical/
legal issues allows the firm to provide a more cost-effective defense as education and preparation time is significantly reduced.

DE earned its reputation for excellence in the defense of lawsuits involving personal injury, wrongful death, products liability, premises liability, 
medical and legal malpractice, toxic tort and insurance defense. 

The attorneys of DE are joined by the common goals and beliefs about the art of trial advocacy and the practice of law.

Bank of America Plaza Building, 901 Main Street,  
Suite 3500, Dallas, Texas 75202  

Ph: (214) 210-2400  |  Fax: (214) 210-2500  |  www.dehay.com

Todd Suddleson,  
Gary Elliston and  
Christopher Manning.

JIM MUELLER
Managing Partner

2017 Texas Lawyer | Top Rated
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Partner

2017 Texas Lawyer | Top Rated

JIMMY L. VERNER
Partner
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Partner
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Partner
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Congratulations 
to our 2017

Texas Lawyers
honorees

“We are very proud that our 6 
attorneys below have been Top 

Rated by Texas Lawyer 
(ALM Media Properties) for 2017.

Our attorneys work tirelessly to 
advocate for our clients and we are 

delighted that Texas Lawyer has 
recognized us for our good work.

Managing Partner, Jim Mueller

Highland Park
4311 Oak Lawn Avenue, 

Suite 450 
Dallas, TX 75219 

214.526.5234

Downtown McKinney
121 S. Tennessee Street 

McKinney, TX 75069 
972.562.2212

vernerbrumley.com
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Mack Ray Hernandez bleeds 
orange, with 2 degrees from 

U.T.-Austin. As an undergraduate, he 
was a Plan II Honors graduate and 
in law school he was elected Senior 
Class President, graduating as a Phi 
Alpha Delta member. Hernandez has 
practiced 40+ years in Austin and 
focuses in 3 major areas: Wills, Estate 
Planning & Probate; Real Estate and 
Business Law. His client base is large 
and diverse. He has represented 
clients from all over the world and is 
fully bilingual in English and Spanish with a smattering of other 
languages. He and his wife are world travelers, having been to 
many countries on 5 continents. He brings this exposure to his 
practice of law, assisting clients, individuals and entities, with 
a sharp and personal focus on client needs giving each his 
personal attention. Hernandez has been an AV© rated lawyer by 
Martindale-Hubbell for 22 consecutive years. An AV© rating is 
the highest rating given by this global company which addresses 
both legal skills and professional integrity.

Texas

Mack Ray HeRnandez

901 South MoPac Expwy
Plaza One, Ste. 300, Austin, TX 78746
Tel: 512.477.9433 | Fax: 737.717.0554

MackRay@HernandezLaw.com | www.hernandezlaw.com

AUSTIn

Mack Ray HeRnandez

Steven W. Bruneman

W ith more than thirty six years as a 
practicing trial attorney and Board 

Certified in Family Law by the Texas 
Board of Legal Specialization, Steve 
Bruneman is a compassionate advocate 
for his clients. He has learned over his 
lengthy career how to effectively guide 
his clients through the difficult process 
of divorce at one of the worst times in 
their lives. Law is not an exact science 
and Family Law has the added element of 
emotion, and managing client’s emotions 
is something Steve has become very 
good at doing. 

Steve also has personal experience 
with divorce himself which, combined with his professional experience, 
enables him to better analyze both sides of a case. Such analysis can help put 
his clients in position to achieve the best possible results, while not seeking 
unachievable goals. He has also acquired the skills to artfully negotiate 
settlements whenever possible, as well as extensive trial experience required 
for even the most highly contested cases and Steve has handled his fair 
share of those. Steve continues to be a very active member of the Dallas 
Bar Association serving on several committees each year, and is the author 
of his first book, Winning the Marriage Gamble, published in 2012 which he 
considers to be the ultimate marriage owner’s manual. His book has helped 
many couples avoid divorce which Steve takes great pride in doing.

One Lincoln Centre, 5400 LBJ Freeway, 
Suite 1200, Dallas, TX 75240 

Phone: 214.744.4440  |  Fax: 214.744.4441 
steve@brunemanlaw.com  |  www.brunemanlaw.com

Texas DALLAS

BrunemanLaW, P.C.

N. DeaN HawkiNs

N. Dean Hawkins, sole shareholder 
of N. Dean Hawkins & Assoc., Inc., 

has more than 30 years of experience 
and has a full range tax practice, 
including tax, business and estate 
planning, probate, tax controversy and 
litigation and foreign tax compliance. 
Mr. Hawkins is an AV Preeminent rated 
attorney, a member of the Texas State 
Bar College, a published author on 
revocable trusts and a frequent speaker 
on estate planning topics. 

As part of his practice, Mr. Hawkins:
•   Forms, dissolves and merges 

business entities; represents clients 
pertaining to purchases and sales of businesses; advises clients of 
the business and tax consequences of contemplated transactions; 
and drafts documents to complete these transactions.

•   Develops estate plans for clients; drafts documents, including wills, 
trusts (revocable and irrevocable), powers of attorney (durable and 
medical), living wills and HIPAA disclosures, to implement the estate 
plan; probates wills; and administers estates.

•   Represents clients before the IRS (offers, appeals & foreign tax 
compliance), in federal tax litigation and in state tax disputes 
(before Texas Comptroller and in district court). 

12801 N. Central Expressway, Suite 540, Dallas, TX 75243
Ph: 972.934.2830  |  Fax: 972.934.2825

ndh@ndeanhawkins.com  |  www.ndeanhawkins.com

Texas DAllAS

RichaRd L. RothfeLdeR

R ichard L. Rothfelder is the 
founding partner in Rothfelder & 

Falick, L.L.P., a 25 year old Houston 
business litigation and government 
regulation firm. He has been board 
certified in civil trial law by the Texas 
Board of Legal Specialization since 
1989, and has handled over 100 trials 
and appeals in state, administrative, 
and federal courts. 

Mr. Rothfelder possesses an “AV” 
Prominent Attorney rating from 
Martindale-Hubbell Law Directory, 
and has received numerous other 
recognitions and awards, including “Top Rated Lawyer” from the 
Dallas Morning News, “America’s Most Honored Professionals” 
from Martindale-Hubbell, and “Resolution” recognition by the 
Texas Senate. 

Mr. Rothfelder served 12 years as the Mayor of the City of 
Southside Place, four more years as a Councilman, and is currently 
its City Attorney. He is also a Trustee of the Houston Realty Business 
Coalition, a member of the Board of Advisors of the University of 
Kansas College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, and past president of 
the Harris County Mayors and Councils Association and of the West 
University Elementary School Foundation.

1201 Louisiana St., Suite 550, Houston, TX 77002
Phone: 713.220.2288  |  Fax: 713.658.8211 

rrothfelder@rothfelderfalick.com  |  www.rothfelderfalick.com

Texas HoUSToN
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Alison White hAynes

A lison White Haynes 
maintains an active and 

diversified litigation practice 
along the Texas, Mexico 
border. She routinely litigates 
in state and federal district 
courts as well as bankruptcy 
court. Her client base 
includes financial institutions, 
insurance carriers, oil and 
gas companies, architects, 
engineers, residential 
and commercial builders, 
transportation carriers and 
stevedores. She is a graduate of Texas A&M University 
and St. Mary’s University Law School. Licensed to 
practice in all state courts and all four federal district 
courts in Texas, she is a member of various professional 
organizations such as the Texas Association of Defense 
Counsel and Trucking Industry Defense Association. She 
is also a Texas Bar Foundation Fellow and a Litigation 
Counsel of America Trial Lawyer Honorary Society Fellow.

6909 Springfield Avenue, Suite 200, Laredo, Texas 78041 
Ph: 956.722.1417, 956.722.1418  |  Fax: 956.791.0220 

ahaynes@tvhlawfirm.com  |  www.tvhlawfirm.com 

TexAs LAreDo

Treviño Valls & Haynes LLP

Texas

Gordon Arnold

4900 Woodway, suite 900, houston, tx 77056
Ph: 713.972.1150 | Fax: 713.972.1180

garnold@arnold-iplaw.com | www.arnold-iplaw.com

Founder of Arnold & saunders, 
LLP, Mr. Arnold represents 

plaintiffs and defendants in 
litigation and assists clients in 
Intellectual Property strategy. 
Neutral in many arbitrations and 
mediations. Intellectual Property 
Fellowships: American Bar 
Foundation, texas Bar Foundation, 
American Intellectual Property law 
Association. Founding Master of 
the houston Intellectual Property 
Inn of Court. Past Chair, 2008-2009, 
American Bar Association section of Intellectual Property 
Law. Past Board Member, American Intellectual Property 
Law Association (Past Chair of Patent Law Committee). Past 
President, houston Intellectual Property Law Association. 
Member by examination, Chartered Institute of Arbitrators. 
B.s.E.E., University of texas. J.D., University of houston. 
Associate Editor, houston Journal of International Law.  
Intern – honorable Norman Black, s.D. texas.

hOUstON
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Medical Malpractice Law

  

Les Weisbrod 
TEXAS DALLAS

Dubbed the “pit bull” of the Texas medical malpractice  

bar and recognized nationally and internationally as one  

of the top plaintiff’s medical malpractice trial lawyers in the  

United States, Les Weisbrod is a leader in personal injury law  

with a strong history of results. 

Les Weisbrod gets results. His $31 million verdict against Baylor 

University Medical Center in Dallas in 2003 was one of the top 100 

verdicts in the United States that year. More recently in August 

2014, Mr. Weisbrod successfully obtained a summary jury trial 

verdict in Dallas Country Court At Law No. 1 for $3.7 million on 

behalf of an injured 79-year-old client, which included $2 million 

in punitive damages. Cumulatively, since May 1986, Mr. Weisbrod 

has tried or settled over 179 medical malpractice and medical 

product cases that have each resulted in verdicts or settlements  

of $1 million or more for his clients. According to Michael Rustad, 

a Professor of Law at Suffolk University Law School in Boston,  

who has done extensive research of punitive damage awards, 

“Les Weisbrod has obtained more medical malpractice punitive 

damage jury verdicts for his clients than any other attorney in  

the United States.” 

Mr. Weisbrod has served as President, President-Elect, Vice 

President, Secretary, Treasurer and Parliamentarian of the Ameri-

can Association for Justice (AAJ). AAJ (formerly known as the 

Association of Trial Lawyers of America) is the world’s largest trial 

lawyer association.  He has also served on the AAJ Board of Gov-

ernors since 1998 and on the 17-member Executive Committee of 

AAJ since 2001. Mr. Weisbrod was the founding Co-Chair of AAJ’s 

Birth Trauma Litigation Group (1991), founding Co-Chair of AAJ’s 

Medical Negligence Litigation Group (1999), and Chair of AAJ’s 

Professional Negligence Section (1996).  He is a past president of 

the Dallas Trial Lawyers Association (1993) and has been a mem-

ber of the Texas Trial Lawyers Association Board of Directors since 

1990.He is Board Certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specializa-

tion in Personal Injury Trial Law and Civil Trial Law. He has lectured 

to lawyers groups across the US, Canada, England and Australia, 

and has written extensively on medical malpractice and medical 

product topics. Les received his bachelor’s degree magna cum 

laude in 1975 from Claremont Men’s College and his law degree 

in 1978 from Southern Methodist University. 

A founding partner of Miller Weisbrod LLP, Les Weisbrod is 

uniquely qualified to handle the intricacies of cases involving 

medical malpractice, personal injury or wrongful death. With 

his tenacity and relentless pursuit of discovery, Mr. Weisbrod 

continually exceeds client expectations. Simply stated, Les 

Weisbrod has more experience, more expertise and more of 

what it takes to win. 

11551 Forest Central Drive, Forest Central II, Suite 300, Dallas, TX 75243
p: 214.987.0005, f: 214.987.2545

www.millerweisbrod.com
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Lewis R. siffoRd

L ewis R. Sifford has represented 
clients in complex commercial 

and personal injury litigation 
for more than 40 years. He was 
the 2007 National President of 
the prestigious American Board 
of Trial Advocates (ABOTA). In 
2000, the Texas Chapter of ABOTA 
named him the Texas Trial Lawyer 
of the Year. Mr. Sifford is a Fellow 
of the International Academy of 
Trial Lawyers and of the American 
College of Trial Lawyers. He is also 
a Board Certified Civil Trial Advocate by the National Board of 
Trial Advocacy and a Board Certified Personal Injury Trial Law 
Specialist by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization. 

In 2012, he was awarded the Mark P. Robinson Lifetime 
Achievement Award from the Foundation of ABOTA and was 
a member of the faculty and ethics lecturer of ABOTA Trial 
College at Harvard Law School.

texas DALLAS

siffoRd, AndeRson & Co., P.C.
3838 Oak Lawn Avenue, Suite 510, Dallas, TX 75219

p: 214.742.1200 | f: 214.220.0206 
www.sifford.com

Over his career, Alton Todd has tried 
hundreds of cases to verdict. He has 

been recognized by his peers by being 
admitted to the American College of 
Trial Lawyers, Fellow of the International 
Academy of Trial Lawyers and Diplomate 
of the American Board of Trial Advocates. 
He is board certified by the Texas Board 
of Legal Specialization in the areas of 
Personal Injury and Civil Trial law. 

While building a solid practice in 
general civil trial law, personal injury, 
negligence, products liability and 
premises liability law, Alton Todd has 
remained actively involved in numerous other professional organizations 
that allow him to contribute to his profession while continuing his 
legal education in order to serve clients to the best of his ability. These 
affiliations include - American Bar Association; Texas Bar Association; 
Brazoria County Bar Association; Galveston County Bar Association; 
Georgia Bar Association; Bar Association of the Fifth Federal Circuit, 
Federal Bar Association, American Association for Justice. He is a 
member of the Million Dollar Advocates Forum; Texas Association of Civil 
Trial & Appellate Specialists; Texas Bar Foundation; The Association of 
Trial Lawyers of America; National Board of Trial Advocacy, Fellow and 
U.S. Supreme Court Historical Society. In addition, he serves on the board 
of directors of the Texas Board of Legal Specialization. 

TEXAS

Alton C. todd

312 South Friendswood Drive, Friendswood, TX 77546
Ph: 281.992.8633 | Fax: 281.648.8633 | www.altontodd.com

FRIENDSWOOD

the lAw Firm oF 
Alton C. todd
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Over his career, Alton Todd has tried 
hundreds of cases to verdict. He has 

been recognized by his peers by being 
admitted to the American College of 
Trial Lawyers, Fellow of the International 
Academy of Trial Lawyers and Diplomate 
of the American Board of Trial Advocates. 
He is board certified by the Texas Board 
of Legal Specialization in the areas of 
Personal Injury and Civil Trial law. 

While building a solid practice in 
general civil trial law, personal injury, 
negligence, products liability and 
premises liability law, Alton Todd has 
remained actively involved in numerous other professional organizations 
that allow him to contribute to his profession while continuing his 
legal education in order to serve clients to the best of his ability. These 
affiliations include - American Bar Association; Texas Bar Association; 
Brazoria County Bar Association; Galveston County Bar Association; 
Georgia Bar Association; Bar Association of the Fifth Federal Circuit, 
Federal Bar Association, American Association for Justice. He is a 
member of the Million Dollar Advocates Forum; Texas Association of Civil 
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Trial Lawyers of America; National Board of Trial Advocacy, Fellow and 
U.S. Supreme Court Historical Society. In addition, he serves on the board 
of directors of the Texas Board of Legal Specialization. 

TEXAS

Alton C. todd

312 South Friendswood Drive, Friendswood, TX 77546
Ph: 281.992.8633 | Fax: 281.648.8633 | www.altontodd.com

FRIENDSWOOD

the lAw Firm oF 
Alton C. todd

Okon Hannagan, PLLC builds long-term client relationships through 
excellent legal service and tenacious representation for our clients. 

Our attorneys have decades of experience in handling and trying to juries 
commercial litigation, employment, construction, real estate, energy, and 
personal injury defense matters. We represent a wide variety of clients, 
from Fortune 500 companies to small businesses. Melanie Okon is a 
Martindale-Hubbell AV Preeminent rated attorney and has been selected 
to the 2012 and 2015-2017 Texas Super Lawyers list, The Best Lawyers in 
America© 2017 list, Texas Lawyer Magazine’s 2011 Winning Women trial 
attorney list, among other accolades. Susan Hannagan has been included 
on the 2014-2017 Texas Rising Star list, the DAYL - One to Watch list, and 
the Up-and-Coming 50: 2017 Women Texas Rising Stars List.

One Galleria Tower, 13355 Noel Road, Suite 1900, Dallas, TX 75240
Ph: 214.396.9650  |  Fax: 469.909.6115

www.okonhannagan.com

Texas

sarika Patel, Melanie Okon, susan Hannagan

DALLAS

OkOn Hannagan, PLLC

The Webb Family Law Firm, P.C., is a 
nationally recognized law firm led by 

Brian L. Webb, who was recently inducted 
into the Texas Family Law Section Hall 
of Legends. The firm serves clients in 
all areas of Family Law. Brian has been 
Board Certified in Family Law since 1980 
and has been listed in The Best Lawyers 
in America continuously since 1989. He 
is also a Founding Diplomate of The 
American College of Family Trial Lawyers, 
an organization with membership limited 
to 100 distinguished Family Lawyers 
nationwide.

For more than 40 years Brian has 
represented clients from all walks of life as they faced the stress and 
uncertainty of divorce and related Family Law matters. He believes that, 
in addition to their legal rights, clients are entitled to the protection 
of their dignity and privacy. As a result, the firm favors discreet 
representation over publicity and self-promotion. Brian is a leader in 
the Family Law Bar, having been President or Chair of Texas’ largest 
and most influential Family Law organizations, as well as being honored 
with the Judge Sam Emison Award and the Dan H. Price Award, the two 
most prestigious awards in Texas Family Law. Brian is a frequent author 
and speaker on Family Law topics, locally and nationally.

TEXAS

Brian L. WeBB

325 North St. Paul Street, Suite 4450, Dallas, TX 75201
Ph: 214.871.2730 | Fax: 214.871.9339 | www.webbfamilylaw.com

DALLAS

The WeBB FamiLy 
LaW Firm, PC
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BROUSSEAU NAFTIS  
& MASSINGILL, P.C.

 

Personal, yet powerful, Brousseau Naftis & Massingill, P.C. concentrates on helping individuals, small businesses, and 
entrepreneurs with their legal needs inside or outside of the courtroom. The firm offers a high level of personal service and 
strategic thinking that are unmatched, and its attorneys are unarguably the “go-to” attorneys for small business owners, 
families, and individuals. The award-winning attorneys provide their clients with a notable edge, as the firm assists clients 
not only with family law issues, but also with real estate matters, estate planning and probate, and fiduciary and commercial 
litigation. They treat their clients’ issues as their own and offer solutions based on cost and achievable benefit. The firm’s 
attorneys are consistently sought after for their ability and success in crisis management and for a creative, pragmatic 
approach in achieving client objectives, whether by the aggressive pursuit of a courtroom victory or innovative thinking 

that results in the settlement of the most challenging disputes.
 

 

300 Knox Place  |  4645 North Central Expressway  |  Dallas, Texas 75205  |  214.220.1220

bnmdallas.com

They partner. They protect. They deliver.

Left to Right: Madhvi Patel, Stephanie Hynes, Matthew Naftis, Maryann Brousseau, Ron Massingill, Elayna Erick

319 W. Oak, Denton, Texas 76201
Ph: 940.891.0003  |  www.dentonlaw.com

Texas DenTOn

We are a highly 
respected Texas 

law firm which has 
earned a reputation for 
representing our clients in 
a professional and practical 
manner. R. Scott Alagood, 
Brian T. Cartwright, and 
Samuel B. Burke are AV 
Peer Review Rated in 
both Legal and ethical 
Standards by Martindale-
Hubbell. Scott is board 
certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization in 
Commercial and Residential Real estate Law and has been 
selected as a Texas Super Lawyer in 2003-04 and 2012-17. Scott 
has also earned a 10.0 Superb AVVO rating. Brian is board 
certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization in Personal 
Injury Trial Law and has been selected as a Texas Super Lawyer 
in 2016-17. Sam is board certified by the Texas Board of Legal 
Specialization in Civil Trial Law and has been selected as a 
Texas Rising Star in 2008-13. Associate Ryan Webster has been 
selected as a Texas Rising Star in 2017. 

AlAgood CArtwright Burke PC

Lawjobs.com

Lawjobs.com is the #1 Legal recruitment 
site with 100,000+ resumes* and 20,000 
active job seekers to help you find the 
industry’s top talent. Learn how Lawjobs.com 
will help you find your next perfect employee.

Find your next (perfect) 
employee.

Contact us today

Call (866)969-5297 or email 
lawjobshelp@alm.com

*Based on internal reports of Lawjobs.com
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Larry W. Hicks

I t is an honor to be 
selected once again 

as a Texas Super Lawyer. 
I started the firm in 1984 
when I recognized the 
need to provide the 
communities we serve with 
competent and efficient 
legal services. Contributing 
to my success year after year is our great team of 
dedicated legal professionals. Now, more than 30 years 
since our founding, our reputation continues to be 
earned one day and one case at a time through our 
diligent efforts on our clients’ behalf. 

If we can be of service to you, feel free to contact us 
or learn more at www.HandL-Law.com. 

     Larry 

124 W. Castellano Drive Suite 100, El Paso, TX 79912
Ph: 915.834.8400

Texas EL PaSo

Civil Litigation: Defense
Personal Injury and Medical Tort
Professional Liability Defense
General Litigation

Hicks & LLamas, P.c.
319 W. Oak, Denton, Texas 76201
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Top Rated Lawyers

Experience.  Compassion.  Determination.
Simon Greenstone Panatier Bartlett, PC (SGPB) is a trial law firm experienced in representing 
victims in complex legal disputes, including  severe injuries and death from hazardous 
substances, dangerous products, and catastrophic accidents. SGPB also handles serious 
business disputes.

COMMITMENT  The firm was built on a shared passion to diligently and compassionately 
serve each client through every step of the legal process. The experience of SGPB’s attorneys 
is shown by their highly successful track record in plaintiffs’ litigation.

EXPERTISE  Putting clients first is the mission for SGPB’s team of skilled attorneys. In particular, 
we congratulate Steven Schulte and Ron McCallum on being selected as 2017 Top Rated 
Lawyers. SGPB is on the cutting edge of trial work across the country, and we are often the 
firm that other law firms retain to handle their most serious cases.

DALLAS OFFICE
3232 McKinney Ave., Suite 610, Dallas, TX 75204  •  PH: (214) 276-7680  •  FX: (214) 276-7699

LONG BEACH OFFICE
301 E. Ocean Blvd., Suite 1950, Long Beach, CA 90802  •  PH: (562) 590-3400  •  FX: (562) 590-3412

SGPBLAW.com

Jeffrey B. Simon
Shareholder

David C. Greenstone
Shareholder

Christopher J. Panatier
Shareholder

Steven S. Schulte
Associate

Ron C. McCallum
Associate
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This practical guide provides a fresh linear approach to due diligence 

procedures. Chivers delivers the right mix of real-life examples and 

practical tools to help you move more quickly and intelligently.

SAVE 25% with Promo Code 534637
Visit: at.law.com/dd2015 or Call 877-807-8076

LawJournalPress.com

Due Diligence in Securities Offerings 
by Corey R. Chivers

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Corey R. Chivers is a partner in Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP’s Capital Markets practice. He has represented 

corporations, investment banks, national governments and multinational financial institutions in a wide range 

of public and private securities offerings, including initial public offerings, major high-yield transactions and 

investment grade debt offerings.

NEW BOOK

New Subscribers Only

Print eBook Online

Gary S. KeSSler

Gary S. Kessler is board certified 
in Civil Trial Law by the Texas 

Board of Legal Specialization and 
has been listed in the Business 
Litigation Section of Best Lawyers 
in America for twenty years. He 
and his litigation team regularly 
appear in state and federal courts 
across the country in a wide variety 
of business and corporate matters. 
He has extensive experience 
handling many types of corporate 
and securities litigation including 
regulatory matters. 

He is a member of many industry organizations including the 
Securities Industry and Financial Markets Association, Defense 
Research Institute and is a regular instructor for the National 
Institute for Trial Advocacy.

Mr. Kessler represents public and private companies in 
professional liability, employment, insurance defense, real 
estate, and securities litigation. He is a frequent speaker on 
topics of risk mitigation and professional liability including claims 
against accountants, engineers, insurance brokers and broker 
dealers-investment advisors.

2100 Ross Avenue, Suite 750, Dallas, TX 75201
Ph: 214.379.0722

gsk@kesslercollins.com  |  www.kesslercollins.com

Texas DALLAS

securiTies, insurance, commercial liTiGaTion

KeSSler CollinS, P.C.

The following section features attorneys who have demonstrated leadership qualities and have achieved  

the AV Preeminent rating by Martindale-Hubbell®. 

Martindale-Hubbell®, the company that has long set the standard for lawyer ratings, has supplied ALM with  

a list of Top Rated Lawyers who have achieved an AV® Preeminent® Peer Review Rating, the highest rating in  

legal ability and ethical standards. To create this section, Martindale-Hubbell® tapped its comprehensive data-

base of Martindale-Hubbell® Peer Review Ratings™ to identify lawyers who have been rated by their peers to  

be AV® Preeminent™. 

Martindale Hubbell Peer Review Ratings are driven by the confidential opinions of lawyers and members of 

the judiciary who receive invitations from Martindale-Hubbell®, via an online survey or by mail, to provide reviews 

of lawyers of whom they have professional knowledge.

A complete directory of all AV® Preeminent™ lawyers can be found online at Lawyers.com® and Martindale.

com, in the Martindale-Hubbell® Law Directory in print and CD-ROM formats, and online through the LexisNexis® 

services and at lexis.com. Attorneys shown do not constitute the full list of “Top Rated Lawyers” 
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Dawn Ryan BuDneR

Dawn Ryan Budner leads the litigation group 
in a top North Central Texas family law 

firm – Calabrese Budner LLP. She combines over 
20 years of comprehensive litigation practice with a 
passion for making a difference in the lives of her 
clients. As an equity partner in an elite litigation 
firm for nearly two decades, Dawn achieved notable 
verdicts in the state and federal courts. Dawn now 
brings that business litigation background to family 
law, offering a unique skill set for clients with complex 
property and business issues.

Dawn is also trained in collaborative divorce, 
which employs a customized team approach to 
guide the parties toward interest-based solutions 
that are not available at the courthouse. Even in 
litigation, Dawn incorporates collaborative tools 
and training to elevate the process and improve 
outcomes for her clients. 

Calabrese Budner offers an evolved approach 
to legal family matters that provides clients with 
enlightened counsel and effective solutions that 
promote healing, growth and dignity. Together 
with Carla Calabrese, one of only four attorneys 
in the Dallas area to earn a Master Credential in 
collaborative divorce, Dawn is working to raise the 
bar for family matters in Texas.

Throughout her career, Dawn has provided 
hundreds of hours of pro bono legal services, many 
in family cases. In 2008, Dawn and her husband 
founded the Dallas Urban Debate Alliance, which 
provides competitive policy debate programs 
serving over 1,000 public school students every year. 
Most recently, Dawn began service on the board 
of The Wezmore Project, created by SMU Opera 
alum Eddie Coker to help kids develop emotional 
wholeness.

Dawn graduated in the top 2% of her class at 
the University of Texas Law School, earning the 
honors of Chancellor and Order of the Coif, and 
serving as an Articles Editor on the Texas Law 
Review. After law school, Dawn served as a briefing 
attorney to the former Chief Judge of the Western 
District of Texas.

Dawn’s peers recognized her talent and 
experience when naming her a “Rising Star” and 
“Super Lawyer” in the Texas Monthly magazine polls. 
Dawn was selected “10 Best in Client Satisfaction” by 
the American Institute of Family Law Attorneys and 
“Top 5%” in America’s Most Honored Professionals 
by the American Registry, both for 2017. 

DALLAS

5944 Luther Lane, Suite 875, Dallas, TX 75225
Phone: 214.939.3000  |  Fax: 214.939.3001

Dawn@calabresebudner.com  |  www.calabresebudner.com

CalaBRese BuDneR llP
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Dawn Ryan BuDneR

Dawn Ryan Budner leads the litigation group 
in a top North Central Texas family law 

firm – Calabrese Budner LLP. She combines over 
20 years of comprehensive litigation practice with a 
passion for making a difference in the lives of her 
clients. As an equity partner in an elite litigation 
firm for nearly two decades, Dawn achieved notable 
verdicts in the state and federal courts. Dawn now 
brings that business litigation background to family 
law, offering a unique skill set for clients with complex 
property and business issues.

Dawn is also trained in collaborative divorce, 
which employs a customized team approach to 
guide the parties toward interest-based solutions 
that are not available at the courthouse. Even in 
litigation, Dawn incorporates collaborative tools 
and training to elevate the process and improve 
outcomes for her clients. 

Calabrese Budner offers an evolved approach 
to legal family matters that provides clients with 
enlightened counsel and effective solutions that 
promote healing, growth and dignity. Together 
with Carla Calabrese, one of only four attorneys 
in the Dallas area to earn a Master Credential in 
collaborative divorce, Dawn is working to raise the 
bar for family matters in Texas.

Throughout her career, Dawn has provided 
hundreds of hours of pro bono legal services, many 
in family cases. In 2008, Dawn and her husband 
founded the Dallas Urban Debate Alliance, which 
provides competitive policy debate programs 
serving over 1,000 public school students every year. 
Most recently, Dawn began service on the board 
of The Wezmore Project, created by SMU Opera 
alum Eddie Coker to help kids develop emotional 
wholeness.

Dawn graduated in the top 2% of her class at 
the University of Texas Law School, earning the 
honors of Chancellor and Order of the Coif, and 
serving as an Articles Editor on the Texas Law 
Review. After law school, Dawn served as a briefing 
attorney to the former Chief Judge of the Western 
District of Texas.

Dawn’s peers recognized her talent and 
experience when naming her a “Rising Star” and 
“Super Lawyer” in the Texas Monthly magazine polls. 
Dawn was selected “10 Best in Client Satisfaction” by 
the American Institute of Family Law Attorneys and 
“Top 5%” in America’s Most Honored Professionals 
by the American Registry, both for 2017. 

DALLAS

5944 Luther Lane, Suite 875, Dallas, TX 75225
Phone: 214.939.3000  |  Fax: 214.939.3001

Dawn@calabresebudner.com  |  www.calabresebudner.com
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Martindale Hubbell Peer Review Ratings are driven by the confidential opinions of lawyers and members of 

the judiciary who receive invitations from Martindale-Hubbell®, via an online survey or by mail, to provide reviews 

of lawyers of whom they have professional knowledge.

A complete directory of all AV® Preeminent™ lawyers can be found online at Lawyers.com® and Martindale.

com, in the Martindale-Hubbell® Law Directory in print and CD-ROM formats, and online through the LexisNexis® 

services and at lexis.com. Attorneys shown do not constitute the full list of “Top Rated Lawyers” 
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TEXAS DALLAS

Musgrove Law FirM, P.C.
Musgrove Law Firm, P.C. provides quality legal representation 

to businesses and individual clients in a multitude of complex 
and routine matters. Our combined 65 plus years of legal experience 
includes corporate and commercial transactions involving business 
organization formation and structure, mergers and acquisitions, 
banking, oil and gas, real estate, estate and tax planning, intellectual 
property, aviation law, general corporate representation and other 
commercial transactions. 

Musgrove Law Firm, P.C. also assists clients in partnership 
and business disputes and federal, state and local tax disputes. 
In addition, the Firm represents individuals and entities before 
administrative boards and tribunals.

At Musgrove Law Firm, P.C. we recognize that our clients are the 
reason for our existence. Accordingly, through collaboration and 
consultation with our clients, we strive to achieve efficient, timely 
cost-effective and goal-oriented results. We strive to be true business 
partners to our clients in addition to legal counsel. We recognize our 
clients have choices to make when it comes to quality business legal 
representation, and we strive to continue to earn your confidence. 
In this regard, we believe our clients should be provided with cost 
effective solutions and alternatives early on. Our primary goal as legal 
counsel is to establish long-term relationships with our valued clients.

Our efficient size allows Musgrove Law Firm, P.C. to offer traditional hourly rates, blended rates, fixed fee or incentive-based fee arrangements. 
Our Firm was founded on the principles of providing experienced, talented legal services to our clients at a fair price. Our founder, H. Len 
Musgrove, Jr., has been recognized by his peers as an AV Rated Preeminent attorney and one of Texas’ Best Lawyers.

10,000 North Central Expressway, Suite 1045, Dallas, Texas 75231
T: 214.615.4150  |  F: 214.615.4151

www.musgrovelaw.com
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