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The following section features attorneys who have demonstrated leadership qualities and have achieved  

the AV Preeminent rating by Martindale-Hubbell®. 

Martindale-Hubbell®, the company that has long set the standard for lawyer ratings, has supplied ALM with  

a list of Top Rated Lawyers who have achieved an AV® Preeminent® Peer Review Rating, the highest rating in  

legal ability and ethical standards. To create this section, Martindale-Hubbell® tapped its comprehensive data-

base of Martindale-Hubbell® Peer Review Ratings™ to identify lawyers who have been rated by their peers to  

be AV® Preeminent™. 

Martindale Hubbell Peer Review Ratings are driven by the confidential opinions of lawyers and members of 

the judiciary who receive invitations from Martindale-Hubbell®, via an online survey or by mail, to provide reviews 

of lawyers of whom they have professional knowledge.

A complete directory of all AV® Preeminent™ lawyers can be found online at Lawyers.com® and Martindale.

com, in the Martindale-Hubbell® Law Directory in print and CD-ROM formats, and online through the LexisNexis® 

services and at lexis.com. Attorneys shown do not constitute the full list of “Top Rated Lawyers” 

TOP  RATEDLAWYERS
2 0 1 7  E D I T I O N

T H E  D E F I N I T I V E  G U I D E  T O  L E G A L  R E P R E S E N T A T I O N

™

TOP  RATEDLAWYERS
2 0 1 7  E D I T I O N

T H E  D E F I N I T I V E  G U I D E  T O  L E G A L  R E P R E S E N T A T I O N

™

Real Estate

NEW YORK

John Shea

P.o. Box 9398, Riverhead, New York 11901
p: 631.727.2180, Ext. 224

jshea@suffolklaw.com

John Shea’s practice involves 
real estate transactions of all 

kinds, environmental law, zoning, 
construction, and litigation related to 
all of those matters. His development 
work includes extensive environmental 
analysis and cleanup to maximize the 
value of real estate.
 Mr. Shea also conducts high-end 
residential real estate transactions 
in the Hamptons communities on 
Eastern Long Island for high net worth 
individuals who require privacy and 
discretion as well as top-level legal 
representation. His clients often seek his counsel on personal matters, 
including estate planning.
 Mr. Shea served as Counsel to the White House Council on 
Environmental Quality, and prior to that was an Assistant Attorney 
General for New York State in the Environmental Protection Bureau. 
He began his practice in Manhattan in the areas of commercial 
litigation and corporate transactions. His is a graduate of Georgetown 
University, A.B. (1969), and Fordham University, J.D. (1972).

EAST HAMPTON CALIFORNIA

Peter A. Gelles

5900 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 500, Los Angeles, CA 90036
p: 323.651.5600  |  f: 323.651.5612

pag@petergelles.com  |  www.petergelles.com

Peter Gelles advises U.S. and 
international clients concerning 

U.S. and international real estate and 
business matters. Peter is a graduate 
of Oxford University and has been 
admitted to practice in California, 
the U.K. and Hong Kong. Peter is a 
past Chair of ABA Committees on 
International Real Estate Investment 
and International Secured 
Transactions and Advisor to the 
ABA’s Task Force on Transactional 
Legal Practice, and a past Chair 
of the Los Angeles County Bar’s 
Real Property Section and the California State Bar’s International 
Law Section. Currently, Peter serves as Chair of InterCounsel, an 
association of international law firms in North and South America, 
Europe and Asia. Peter has authored numerous publications, and 
has chaired, moderated and participated in numerous seminars 
and panel presentations, on U.S. and crossborder real estate and 
business topics, in the U.S. Europe and Asia. In 2014, Peter chaired 
and moderated a panel presentation at the Los Angeles County 
Bar’s 2014 Annual Benjamin Crocker Symposium in Los Angeles, 
entitled Lost in Translation? Trends in Foreign Investments in U.S. 
Commercial Real Estate.

LOS ANGELES

Peter A. Gelles

 

 

R osenberg & Estis did not set out to be one of New York City's 
largest real estate law firms - just the best.   

For more than forty years, R&E has helped shape the New York sky-
line. From the outset, the firm’s singular focus has been on real estate, 
providing its lawyers with a vast breadth of knowledge, expertise and 
a unique perspective in representing its clients’ interests. 

As a full-service real estate law firm, R&E has a solid foundation built on long-term relationships and 
results.  The firm’s commitment to excellence and its ground-breaking outcomes have won the respect of 
clients and peers alike.  Its comprehensive real estate practice provides clients with thoughtful and agile 
attorneys, which provides continuity of representation in every facet of real estate, in one of the most 
expensive and competitive real estate markets in the country.   

The firm, comprised of more than 80 attorneys, is known for its tenacious representation in every aspect 
of commercial and residential real estate litigation, appeals, transactions, zoning/land use, tax benefits, 
and administrative law proceedings. The firm’s attorneys, with various areas of expertise in real estate, 
collaborate to achieve powerful results in their representation of owners, developers, not-for-profit cor-
porations, educational institutions, deal sponsors, equity investors and lenders.     
 

  At the Top of Their Game in Real Estate  

Comprehensive Real Estate Representation Since 1975 
733 Third Avenue, New York, NY 10017 

P: (212) 867-6000 • F: (212) 551-8484  
www.rosenbergestis.com 

-Luise A. Barrack, 
Managing Member 

Rosenberg & Estis’ 2017 Top Rated Lawyers Honorees  
(left to right): Norman Flitt, Adam R. Sanders, Howard W. Kingsley, Steven R. Goldberg, Richard L. Sussman,  

Gary M. Rosenberg, Luise A. Barrack, Warren A. Estis, Bradley S. Silverbush, Dennis I. Hellman, Joshua R. Kopelowitz,  
Michael E. Feinstein and Robert M. Kessler (not pictured: John Hadlock) 

“We know what our  
clients are looking for, 

their goals based on their 
history, and what success 

looks like for them.”  
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Benjamin Weinstock is a partner at Ruskin Moscou Faltischek P.C., where he 
is co-chair of the firm’s Real Estate Department. In a career spanning three 

decades, Mr. Weinstock has handled real estate transactions from the basic 
to the highly complex. His knowledge and skill place him among the most 
respected and sought-after real estate lawyers in the region. The scope of his 
work is vast, and includes sales and purchases, leaseholds, sale-leasebacks, fee 
and leasehold mortgages, construction lending, development agreements, 
purchase options, residential and commercial co-ops and condos, senior citizen 
housing, zoning variances, site plan and subdivision approvals, title insurance 
claims, tax deferred exchanges, real estate tax redemptions, condemnations, 
architect’s and construction agreements, mortgage restructurings and transfer 
tax audits. Mr. Weinstock has immersed himself in a wide range of professional 
organizations. He is a Fellow of the prestigious American College of Real Estate 
Lawyers, where he is a member of the Opinions and Commercial Leasing 
Committees. He serves on the Real Property Law Committees of the American 
Bar Association and the New York State Bar Association. Mr. Weinstock is a 
past Chairman of the Real Property Law Section of the New York State Bar 
Association. He is a frequent lecturer on real property law matters, having 
chaired many educational programs for the New York State Bar Association 
and others. He currently teaches an advanced real estate transactions class at 
Brooklyn Law School. In the community, Mr. Weinstock currently serves as Mayor 
of the Incorporated Village of Cedarhurst, where he resides.

Benjamin Weinstock

NEW YORK UNIONDALE

East Tower, 15th Floor, 1425 RXR Plaza
Uniondale, NY, 11556-1425

p: 516.663.6600 • www.rmfpc.com

DC

William E. SudoW

SudoW KohlhagEn llP
670 Water Street SW, Washington, D.C. 20024

p: 202.769.5790, f: 202.769.5791
wsudow@sklawpartners.com • www.sklawpartners.com

Sudow Kohlhagen LLP is a 
transactional law firm representing 

clientele locally in the District of 
Columbia, Virginia and Maryland, as 
well as nationally and internationally, 
in all aspects of corporate and 
complex institutional real estate 
transactions and financing, 
construction and development, 
joint ventures and leasing. William 
E. Sudow and Tron S. Kohlhagen 
founded the firm in 2012 after 
gaining significant experience working 
at large law firms. They bring this valuable experience to their 
practice and provide clients with excellent legal services at 
competitive, small-firm rates. They are a solution-oriented firm 
committed to supporting and enhancing their clients’ business 
objectives in the most cost-efficient manner. William Sudow 
serves as a member of the Board of Directors of the Metropolitan 
Washington Airports Authority, appointed by the Governor of 
Virginia and is a Trustee of the Federal City Council and Co-Chairs 
its Transportation and Infrastructure Committee.

WASHINGTON
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ONTARIO

William Friedman

Friedman Law Professional Corporation 
150 Ferrand Drive, Suite 802, Toronto, Ontario M3C 3E5

p: 416.496.3340, f: 416.497.3809
wf@friedmans.ca

www.friedmans.ca

Preeminent AV Rated

Our boutique firm provides  

legal services to a wide range  

of clients including venture capital 

corporations, commercial lenders, 

real estate developers, business  

start-ups and injured persons.   

What distinguishes us from other 

firms is our focus on our client’s 

needs.  We recognize the importance of working directly with 

each client  to ensure the results a client wants are the results  

we obtain, through effective and innovative strategies.

TORONTO
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