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Char Hamilton Yoshida & Shimomoto is the leading 
provider of captive insurance legal services in Hawai’i. 

The firm’s experienced attorneys have built a global 
network of clients and colleagues that ensure each client 
receives superior legal representation and personalized 
service. Our attorneys represent clients in a vast array 
of industries and core businesses, many of whom are 
Fortune and Global 500 companies.

The firm’s captive insurance practice handles 
a wide variety of related matters, including captive 
formations (i.e., “pure”, risk retention groups, and 
other group captives), conversions, mergers, liquidations, 
redomestications, coverage matters, policy drafting, 
and reinsurance trusts. We also assist clients with diverse 
corporate transactions, corporate governance and best 
practice issues, and other general insurance regulatory 
matters to ensure that your captive insurance business 
complies with applicable law and regulations. To serve 
the firm’s global captive insurance clients more effectively, 
the firm has Japanese language capabilities.

Gerald C. Yoshida and Paul B. Shimomoto specialize 
in the formation and representation of captive insurance 
companies and risk retention groups and other insurance 
regulatory matters in the State of Hawaii. Both maintain “AV- Preeminent” ratings from 
Martindale Hubbell.

Over the years, Hawai’i has become the premier captive domicile of the Pacific, 
measured in terms of the number of captives formed and managed, the supporting 
infrastructure available and premium underwritten. Many of the world’s largest and reputable 
companies have formed and operate their captive insurance companies in Hawai’i. Hawai’i 
is served by direct flights from 23 major US and 27 international destinations, making it a 
strategic and easily accessible location in which to domicile your captive insurance company.
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At Corless Barfield Trial Group, our 
firm brings extensive experience 

and a unique approach to each case we 
handle. Recognized as one of the leading 
insurance litigation lawyers in Florida, 
founding attorney Ted A. Corless formerly 
represented some of the most powerful 
insurance companies in the state and 
currently uses that inside experience 
to assist property owners and personal 
injury victims in recovering compensation 
for their losses.
 Corless routinely shares his experience 
and knowledge by authoring articles, giving television interviews and 
presenting lectures throughout the United States on a range of legal 
topics, including insurance coverage, complex expert testimony and 
insurance bad faith. He is licensed to practice law in Florida and  
Missouri and has received an AV peer review rating* through the 
Martindale-Hubbell system. Further, Corless is a member of the 
American Society of Trial Consultants.
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William F. “Chip” Merlin, Jr. 
represents and advocates for 

policyholders both in and outside of 
the courtroom. His practice focuses on 
insurance claim presentation and benefit 
recovery, insurance coverage, bad faith 
and insurance litigation for commercial, 
governmental, residential and private 
policyholders. He currently holds bar 
licenses in Florida, Georgia, Mississippi, 
Texas, Tennessee, the District of 
Columbia, New Jersey, New York, Illinois, 
Oklahoma, Colorado, and California.

He is a graduate of the University of 
Florida School of Law, and president of Merlin Law Group which 
has offices in Tampa and West Palm Beach, Florida; Houston, Texas; 
Phoenix, Arizona; Los Angeles, California; Red Bank, New Jersey; 
New York, New York; Chicago, Illinois; Kansas City, Missouri; and 
Denver, Colorado. Chip is routinely invited to be a featured speaker 
at some of the nation’s most prestigious conferences held by the 
American Bar Association, the American Association for Justice, and 
industry-related organizations such as NAPIA, TAPIA, FAPIA, GAPIA, 
RMAPIA and the Windstorm Network. Chip is frequently sought 
to provide insight into current legal issues in national media. He is 
also a contributor to the firm’s daily blog on property insurance law, 
PropertyInsuranceCoverageLaw.com.
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