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A aer
he following section features attorneys who have
demonstrated leadership qualities and have achieved the AV

Preeminent rating by Martindale-Hubbell®.

Martindale-Hubbell®, the company that has long set the
standard for lawyer ratings, has supplied ALM with a list of Top
Rated Lawyers who have achieved an AV® Preeminent® Peer Review
Rating, the highest rating in legal ability and ethical standards. To
create this section, Martindale-Hubbell® tapped its comprehensive
database of Martindale-Hubbell® Peer Review Ratings™ to identify
lawyers who have been rated by their peers to be AV® Preeminent™.

Martindale Hubbell Peer Review Ratings are driven by the
confidential opinions of lawyers and members of the judiciary who
receive invitations from Martindale-Hubbell®, via an online survey
or by mail, to provide reviews of lawyers of whom they have profes-
sional knowledge.

A complete directory of all AV® Preeminent™ lawyers can be
found online at Lawyers.com® and Martindale.com, in the Martin-
dale-Hubbell® Law Directory in print and CD-ROM formats, and
online through the LexisNexis® services and at lexis.com. Attorneys
shown do not constitute the full list of “Top Rated Lawyers”

FORT WORTH
Ross & MarTHEWS, P.C.

stablished in 1990, the firm of Ross & Matthews, P.C. serves

clients throughout Texas. The firm provides full service
practice that includes: tax law, corporate law, real estate law, oil
and gas law, business law, consumer law, criminal law, litigation,
family law, insurance law and bankruptcy.

The firm also prepares wills and provides trust and estate
planning and representation in probate matters. The firm
represents clients in civil trials in all State and Federal Courts. In
addition, Ross & Matthews, P.C., provides the front-line services
for all Pre-Paid Legal Services, Inc. dba LegalShield members in
Texas.

Lynn Ross is Board Certified in Tax Law by the Texas Board of
Legal Specialization.

LYNN ROSS, JR., JAMES D.
born Laredo, Texas; MATTHEWS,
admittedtobar, 1969, &> born Fort
Texas. Education; Worth, Texas;
Texas Christian admitted to

% bar, 1974,

University (B.B.A.,
1966); Southern
Methodist University (J.D., 1969)
Delta Theta Phi. Trial Attorney, U.S.
Department of Justice, Tax Division,

University of Texas (B.A. 1971,
J.D. with Honors, 1974). Member:
Tarrant County and American Bar

Washington D.C., 1969 - 1972, Dallas Associations; State Bar of Texas; Texas

1972-1976. Member: State Bar of Association of Bank Counsel. Fort

Texas. (Board Certified, Tax Law, Texas Worth - Tarrant County Young Lawyers

Board of Legal Specialization), Tarrant Association President, 1977 - 1978;
County Bar Association. Texas Young Lawyers Association
Director, 1979 - 1980
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Todd Suddm g
Gary Ellists

Christophen Manmng

As founded by Gary Elliston in 1992, integrity, professionalism and dedication
to its clients are guiding principles at DeHay & Elliston, L.L.P. With unwavering
loyalty to such principles, the attorneys and professional staff of DE diligently
pursue the fulfillment of every client’s litigation objective. Each case is valued
as an opportunity to uphold and elevate the standard of excellence by which
the legal profession should be judged.

DE is recognized for its expertise in the defense of toxic tort, products
liability, premises liability, medical/legal malpractice, professional negligence,
general negligence and commercial litigation. The experience gained by
defending complex medical and scientific issues often promotes DE attorneys
to leadership positions at the trials of large multi-party litigation. This ever
expanding knowledge gained from defending complex medical/legal issues
allows the firm to provide a more cost-effective defense as education and
preparation time is significantly reduced.

DE earned its reputation for excellence in the defense of lawsuits involving
personal injury, wrongful death, products liability, premises liability, medical
and legal malpractice, toxic tort and insurance defense.

The attorneys of DE are joined by the common goals and beliefs about the
art of trial advocacy and the practice of law.

Bank of America Plaza Building, 901 Main Street,
Suite 3500, Dallas, Texas 75202
Ph: (214) 210-2400 | Fax: (214) 210-2500 | www.dehay.com

Texas Education:

Ross & MatTHEWS, P.C.

3650 Lovell Avenue, Fort Worth, TX 76107
p: 817-255-2000
www.rossandmatthews.com
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE BARON & BUDD
ATTORNEYS WHO HAVE EARNED THE AV PREEMINENT®
RATING FROM MARTINDALE HUBBELL.

v / A

Russell Budd Steve Baron Scott Summy  Laura Baughman Celeste Evangelisti Cary McDougal

BARON &BUDD"®

Dallas, TX (main office), Los Angeles, CA, Austin, TX, Baton Rouge, LA, New Orleans, LA 1.866.723.189

BISHOP & HUMMERT, P.C.

INSURANCE LAW, CIVIL LITIGATION, APPEALS

uuely Jaydoisuyd

Excellence. For the attorneys of Bishop & Hummert, it's more than a
word. It's how they approach the practice of law and the delivery of
professional services to their clients. Whether handling a trial in
Federal Court, a mediation where everything is on the line, or an oral
argument before the Texas Supreme Court, they strive for excellence
because excellence produces victory. “Clients want a lawyer who can
solve their problems, not simply turn it into a billable matter,”
observes firm founder, Tom Bishop. “And that's why excellence is so -
important to us.”

) . " " . 3 Standing from left: Lee Veness, Michael
Bishop & Hummert is not an “average” law firm, and its Hummert, Amos Pettis, Ignacio Barber,

William Newman

credentials prove this: o :
Sitting: Tom Bishop

AV rated (the highest possible rating for Legal Ability & Ethical

Standards) by Martindale-Hubbell
e Listed in Best's Directory of Insurance Attorneys since 1993
e Selected on the Texas Super Lawyers list (Tom Bishop. 2013-2016) (William Newman, 2011)
e Named “Best in Dallas — Insurance Law” by D Magazine 2015 — 2016 (Ignacio Barbero) .
e Recognized in the Bar Register of Preeminent Lawyers from 2013 - 2016 Al
¢ Inducted to the Million Dollar Advocates Forum, which is limited to those attorneys who have won a million- £ THOAS BISHOP
dollar verdict or settlement for a client (Tom Bishop) MICHAEL A HUMMERT
¢ Recognized in the 2013 Edition of Corporate Counsel’s “Go To" Law Firms in Litigation for Fortune 500 VUILLIAN A. NEWNIAN
Companies

Certified by the Texas Department of Insurance as a Continuing Education Provider for insurance professionals

5910 NORTH CENTRAL EXPRESSWAY, SUITE 1600, DALLAS, TX 75206 | PH: 214.987.8181 | FAX: 214.987.8180 | WWW.BISHOPHUMMERT.COM
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TP | TACKLING INJUSTICE
(SEI—',_QEECS: ;S,EA\E]\lj Seasoned litigators Bruce Steckler, Dean Gresham and
Stuart Cochran have joined forces to take on the big

C O C H RA N casés in the relentless pursuit of justice for their clients.
|| _isastn =]

12720 Hillcrest Road, Suite 1045, Dallas, TX 75230 | 972-387-4040 | www.stecklerlaw.com

http://www.texaslawyer.com/top-rated-lawyers October 2016 63




Q

[0PRATEDLAWYERS

A SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

Top RATED LAWYERS

[ 7075 E0IT100 ]

LI HOUSTON

ROBERT J. KRUCKEMEYER

aving a jury forewoman, who was

a litigation partner in a major
Houston law firm, make a personal
donation to my client after the trial
is the most unique experience | have
had in my 32 years as a commercial
litigation attorney in Houston. It is
not enough to know the law. A trial
lawyer has to be able to connect
with his client and with the jury.
It is vital to fully understand one's
client’s expectations and obtain the
desired result. Even when representing a commercial entity
there is almost always an individual in the organization that
has a personal stake in the outcome. Litigation can be more
emotional than economic. This past year | represented a son
who had been sued by his father for allegedly stealing $250,000
from the father's business (which the son had been managing
and was supposed to inherit). In mediation the father agreed to
pay the son $1,750,000 in damages. Know the law, understand
the emotions and connect with your clients.

KRUCKEMEYER LAw

919 Milam, Suite 1700, Houston, Texas 77002
p: (713) 860-0547
www.kruckemeyerlaw.com

PAUL D. BARKHURST &
JOE R. HINOJOSA

Protecting Your Rights
P In Condemnation &
= ,%e; Eminent Domain

At Barkhurst & Hinojosa, P.C., our San Antonio law firm represents landowners in all aspects of
condemnation and eminent domain matters ranging from good faith negotiations to jury trials
and appeals. Our skilled, knowledgeable lawyers are aggressive advocates for landowners.
Our attorneys have successfully handled landowner property rights and eminent domain cases
in Texas during the almost 40 years of their combined experience. We are guided by the state’s
Landowner’s Bill of Rights and the opportunity to safeguard your interests, in everything we
do for you. Our goal is to maximize your compensation under the facts of the case and under
Texas Law. We explain your property rights and the importance of the eminent domain legal
process to you, from the negotiations and offer stage, to the filing of the condemnation petition,
to the special commissioners’ hearing, to a trial and appeal if necessary. From the beginning,
we determine the legitimacy of the taking and research the value of your land in order to obtain
just compensation for you, in the event that a taking is inevitable and cannot be prevented.

Are you facing an eminent domain action that would deprive you of the use of your land?
Are you concerned that you may not receive fair compensation for the loss or damage to your
property? Are you considering an appeal that could overturn a previous outcome? You may
feel that the condemning authority has undervalued your property or that the taking of your
land is not for a necessary public purpose. This is where our experienced condemnation law
firm can help. Call us today toll free at 877-235-0691 or email pbarkhurst@bhlawpc.com to
arrange a free initial consultation.

Barkhurst & Hinojosa, P.C.
110 Broadway Street, Suite 350, San Antonio, TX 78205

210.226.7800 | www.bhlawpc.com

PLANO
Taomas H. KEEN

ombining expertise in real estate,

development, zoning, property tax,
condemnation, contracts, landlord-tenant,
start-up companies, and more, Thomas H.
Keen has forged a successful legal career
extending more than 30 years. A life-long
Texan, University of Texas graduate, and
an SMU law graduate, he is licensed to
practice in all state courts of the State
of Texas, the Northern, Southern, and
Eastern Districts of the United States
District Courts in Texas, and the United
States Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals.

Mr. Keen has successfully tried
numerous jury and non-jury matters for
defendants and plaintiffs throughout Texas, including a million dollar
verdict against the City of Dallas. He is also active in commercial real
estate transactions, representing buyers, sellers and lenders in the
acquisition and disposition of raw land, office buildings, apartment
complexes and shopping centers. He has represented landlords and
tenants in commercial lease negotiations, lenders and borrowers in loan
workouts and foreclosures, and a number of different land owners and
businesses in property tax disputes. He is passionate about fine arts,
motorcycling, fitness and family.

THE LAW OFFICES OF
Tuaomas H. Keen, PLLC

555 Republic Drive, Suite 325
Plano, Texas 75074
Ph: 469.241.1467 | tom@keenlawfirm.com
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Brian L. WEBB

he Webb Family Law Firm, P.C., is a

nationally recognized law firm led by
Brian L. Webb, who was recently inducted
into the Texas Family Law Section Hall
of Legends. The firm serves clients in
all areas of Family Law. Brian has been
Board Certified in Family Law since 1980
and has been listed in The Best Lawyers
in America continuously since 1989. He
is also a Founding Diplomate of The
American College of Family Trial Lawyers,
an organization with membership limited
to 100 distinguished Family Lawyers
nationwide.

For more than 40 years Brian has
represented clients from all walks of life as they faced the stress and
uncertainty of divorce and related Family Law matters. He believes that,
in addition to their legal rights, clients are entitled to the protection
of their dignity and privacy. As a result, the firm favors discreet
representation over publicity and self-promotion. Brian is a leader in
the Family Law Bar, having been President or Chair of Texas’ largest
and most influential Family Law organizations, as well as being honored
with the Judge Sam Emison Award and the Dan H. Price Award, the two
most prestigious awards in Texas Family Law. Brian is a frequent author
and speaker on Family Law topics, locally and nationally.

THE WEBB FAMILY
Law Firm, PC

325 North St. Paul Street, Suite 4450, Dallas, TX 75201
Ph: 214.871.2730 | Fax: 214.871.9339 | www.webbfamilylaw.com
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Triart LAWYERS

TOXIC TORTS, MESOTHELIOMA, PHARMACEUTICAL, DEFECTIVE PRODUCTS,

CATASTROPHIC PERSONAL INJURY, TRUCKING ACCIDENTS

EXPERIENCE ® ComPASSION ® DETERMINATION

Simon Greenstone Panatier Bartlett, PC (SGPB) is a
trial law firm skilled in handling cases involving toxic
exposures, defective products and other catastrophic
personal injuries. Our skill in the courtroom translates
to any type of serious personal injury case, and
we currently represent individuals who have been
seriously injured as a result of exposure to asbestos,
silica, dangerous pharmaceuticals, defective products,
trucking and bus accidents, aviation disasters and
many others. The firm was built on a shared passion
to diligently and compassionately serve each client
through every step of the legal process. SGPB's
experience is shown by their highly successful track JEFFREY B. SIMON Davip C. GREENSTONE
record in plaintiffs’ litigation.

COMMITMENT In keeping with its mission, the firm
accepts only a limited number of cases each year,
following stringent criteria of review and approval
by the shareholders. Additionally, our firm strives to
provide financial security for our clients and/or their
loved ones, in the least intrusive manner possible.

EXPERTISE Putting clients first is the mission for
SGPB's team of skilled attorneys. SGPB is on the
cutting edge of trial work across the country, and we
are often the firm that other law firms retain to handle , /
their most serious cases. CHRISTOPHER J. PANATIER Ron C. McCaLLum

DALLAS OFFICE:
3232 McKinney Ave., Suite 610, Dallas, TX 75204 | PH: 214.276.7680 | FAX: 214.276.7699

LONG BEACH OFFICE:
3780 Kilroy Airport Way, Suite 540, Long Beach, CA 90806 | PH: 562.590.3400 | FAX: 562.590.3412
www.SGPBLAW.com
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k/ VERNER BRUMLEY MUELLER PARKER

CONTESTED DIVORCE e UNCONTESTED EXCELLENCE

Kermit Hill, Attorney* Robert Emerson, Attorney

Abby Foster, Attorney Placido Solis, Attorney Treyson Brooks, Attorney

*Board Certified in Family Law *#*Board Certified in Family Law and Civil Trial Law

Best Lawyers'
BeEéyff. FAMILY LAW
LAW FIRMS Contested Divorce Appeals
Child Custody Prenuptial Agreements
FAMILY LAW - TIER 1 . . .
AL oo Modifications Postnuptial Agreements
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Janet Brumley, Partner* George Parker, Partners

Paul Brumley, Partners Greg Beane, Partnerx Ashley McDowell, Partner*

A Reputation You Can Stand Behind

Verner Brumley Mueller Parker P.C. is one of the largest family law firms in Texas.
With centuries of combined expertise, we are known nationwide for our elite
representation of family law clients. Each partner at the firm is Board Certified in
Family Law by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization. The firm has a reputation for
excellence, garnering countless honors and awards in their decades of service, including

being listed in Best Law Firms in America, as published in U.S. News and World Report.
www.vernerbrumley.com

HIiGHLAND PARK DOWNTOWN MCKINNEY
4311 Oak Lawn Avenue, Suite 450 121 S. Tennessee Street
Dallas, Texas 75219 McKinney, Texas 75069
214-526-5234 972-562-2212
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JIM MUELLER

Family Law Attorney

Verner Brumley Mueller Parker
www.vernerbrumley.com

4311 Oak Lawn Ave., Suite 450
Dallas, TX 75219
214-526-5234

121 S. Tennessee St.
McKinney, TX 75069
972-562-2212

AREAS OF PRACTICE
Family Law

Contested Divorce

Child Custody

Litigation & Appeals

HONORS AND AWARDS
Board Certified, Family Law,

Texas Board of Legal Specialization
Super Lawyers,

Thompson Reuters, 2011-2016

Best Lawyers in America,
Woodward White, 2013-2017

Rated AV® Preeminent,

Martindale Hubbell

President of The National Advocates
Top 40 Under 40, 2015

National Advocates Top 100 Lawyers, 2014-2015

The National Trial Lawyers
Top 40 Under 40, 2014

A reputation you can
stand behind

Jim Mueller has earned a reputation as the lawyer you
want representing you in a highly litigious divorce. He
spent the last decade honing his expertise in family
law, focused on complex divorce, high asset property
division and custody battles. Jim is Board Certified in
Family Law by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization.
He was recently inducted into the prestigious American
Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers and is a member

of the highly respected Texas Academy of Family Law
Specialists. He is also managing partner of one of the
largest family law firms in Texas.

BOARD
CIMu .

Texas Board of Legal Specialization

FAMILY LAW SuperLawyers.com

Jim Mueller

Best Lawyers®

AMERICAN ACADEMY BEST

AAM _USNawe

FAMILY LAW -TIER1
OF MATRIMONIAL LAWYERS DALLAS/FORT WORTH

National Academy of Family Law Attorneys, Inc. 2016
Top 10 Family Lawyers under 40 in Texas, 2014 A
The American Institute of Family Law Attorneys, ?

10 Best in Texas, 2014-2015 ‘
American Academy of Trial Attorneys, VERNER BRUMLEY
Premier 100 Trial Attorney, 2015

National Association of Distinguished Counsel, VERNER BRUMLEY MUELLER PARKER

Nation’s Top One Percent, 2015 CONTESTED DIVORCE ¢ UNCONTESTED EXCELLENCE
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LES WEISBROD

ubbed the “pit bull” of the Texas medical malpractice

bar and recognized nationally and internationally as one
of the top plaintiff's medical malpractice trial lawyers in the
United States, Les Weisbrod is a leader in personal injury law

with a strong history of results.

Les Weisbrod gets results. His $31 million verdict against Baylor

University Medical Center in Dallas in 2003 was one of the top 100
verdicts in the United States that year. More recently in August
2014, Mr. Weisbrod successfully obtained a summary jury trial
verdict in Dallas Country Court At Law No. 1 for $3.7 million on
behalf of an injured 79-year-old client, which included $2 million
in punitive damages. Cumulatively, since May 1986, Mr. Weisbrod
has tried or settled over 179 medical malpractice and medical
product cases that have each resulted in verdicts or settlements
of $1 million or more for his clients. According to Michael Rustad,
a Professor of Law at Suffolk University Law School in Boston,
who has done extensive research of punitive damage awards,
"Les Weisbrod has obtained more medical malpractice punitive
damage jury verdicts for his clients than any other attorney in

the United States.”

Mr. Weisbrod has served as President, President-Elect, Vice
President, Secretary, Treasurer and Parliamentarian of the Ameri-
can Association for Justice (AAJ). AAJ (formerly known as the
Association of Trial Lawyers of America) is the world's largest trial
lawyer association. He has also served on the AAJ Board of Gov-
ernors since 1998 and on the 17-member Executive Committee of
AAJ since 2001. Mr. Weisbrod was the founding Co-Chair of AAJ's
Birth Trauma Litigation Group (1991), founding Co-Chair of AAJ's
Medical Negligence Litigation Group (1999), and Chair of AAJ's
Professional Negligence Section (1996). He is a past president of
the Dallas Trial Lawyers Association (1993) and has been a mem-
ber of the Texas Trial Lawyers Association Board of Directors since
1990.He is Board Certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specializa-
tion in Personal Injury Trial Law and Civil Trial Law. He has lectured

to lawyers groups across the US, Canada, England and Australia,

—

and has written extensively on medical malpractice and medical
product topics. Les received his bachelor's degree magna cum
laude in 1975 from Claremont Men’s College and his law degree
in 1978 from Southern Methodist University.

A founding partner of Miller Weisbrod LLP, Les Weisbrod is
uniquely qualified to handle the intricacies of cases involving
medical malpractice, personal injury or wrongful death. With
his tenacity and relentless pursuit of discovery, Mr. Weisbrod
continually exceeds client expectations. Simply stated, Les
Weisbrod has more experience, more expertise and more of

what it takes to win.

Miller Weisbrod ..

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

11551 Forest Central Drive, Forest Central I, Suite 300, Dallas, TX 75243
p: 214.987.0005, f: 214.987.2545
www.millerweisbrod.com
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GORDON ARNOLD

ounder of Arnold, Knobloch &

Saunders, L.L.P, Mr. Arnold
represents plaintiffs and defendants
in litigation and assists clients in
Intellectual Property strategy.
Neutral in many arbitrations and
mediations. Intellectual Property
Fellowships: American Bar
Foundation, Texas Bar Foundation,
American Intellectual Property law
Association. Founding Master of the
Houston Intellectual Property Inn of
Court. Past Chair, 2008-2009, American Bar Association Section
of Intellectual Property Law. Past Board Member, American
Intellectual Property Law Association (Past Chair of Patent Law
Committee). Past President, Houston Intellectual Property
Law Association. Member by examination, Chartered Institute
of Arbitrators. B.S.E.E., University of Texas. J.D., University of
Houston. Associate Editor, Houston Journal of International Law.
Intern — Honorable Norman Black, S.D. Texas.

ArNoLD, KNOBLOCH
& SAUNDERS, L.L.P.

4900 Woodway, Suite 900, Houston, TX 77056
Ph: 713.972.1150 | Fax: 713.972.1180
garnold@arnold-iplaw.com | www.usptclaw.com

LY FRIENDSWOOD

ArroN C. Tobb

ver his career, Alton Todd has tried

hundreds of cases to verdict. He has
been recognized by his peers by being
admitted to the American College of
Trial Lawyers, Fellow of the International
Academy of Trial Lawyers and Diplomate
of the American Board of Trial Advocates.
He is board certified by the Texas Board
of Legal Specialization in the areas of
Personal Injury and Civil Trial law.

While building a solid practice in
general civil trial law, personal injury,
negligence, products liability and
premises liability law, Alton Todd has
remained actively involved in numerous other professional organizations
that allow him to contribute to his profession while continuing his
legal education in order to serve clients to the best of his ability. These
affiliations include - American Bar Association; Texas Bar Association;
Brazoria County Bar Association; Galveston County Bar Association;
Georgia Bar Association; Bar Association of the Fifth Federal Circuit,
Federal Bar Association, American Association for Justice. He is a
member of the Million Dollar Advocates Forum; Texas Association of Civil
Trial & Appellate Specialists; Texas Bar Foundation; The Association of
Trial Lawyers of America; National Board of Trial Advocacy, Fellow and
U.S. Supreme Court Historical Society. In addition, he serves on the board
of directors of the Texas Board of Legal Specialization.

THE LAw FIRM OF
ArroN C. Tobp

312 South Friendswood Drive, Friendswood, TX 77546
Ph: 281.992.8633 | Fax: 281.648.8633 | www.altontodd.com

L2, GE HOUSTON

ZIMMERMAN, AXELRAD,
MEYER, STERN & WISE, P.C.

Congratulates

A1BERT H. HILLER

On being selected as an American Lawyer Media
and Martindale-Hubbell™

2016 Top Rated Lawyer in Real Estate Law
More than 40 Years Experience in Commercial Real Estate Law

3040 Post Oak Boulevard, Suite 1300, Houston, TX 77056
p: 713.552.1234, 1: 713.212.2761 © www.zimmerlaw.com
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DALLAS
LEwis R. SIFFORD

ewis R. Sifford has represented

clients in complex commercial
and personal injury litigation for
more than 40 years. He was the 2007
National President of the prestigious
American Board of Trial Advocates
(ABOTA). In 2000, the Texas Chapter
of ABOTA named him the Texas Trial
Lawyer of the Year. Mr. Sifford is a
Fellow of the International Academy
of Trial Lawyers and of the American
College of Trial Lawyers. He is also a
Board Certified Civil Trial Advocate by the National Board of
Trial Advocacy and a Board Certified Personal Injury Trial Law
Specialist by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization.

In 2012, he was awarded the Mark P. Robinson Lifetime
Achievement Award from the Foundation of ABOTA and was
a member of the faculty and ethics lecturer of ABOTA Trial
College at Harvard Law School.

SirrorD, ANDERSON & Co., P.C.

3838 Oak Lawn Avenue, Suite 510, Dallas, TX 75219
p: (214) 742-1200 | f: (205) 220-0206
www.sifford.Com
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