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The following section features attorneys 
who have demonstrated leadership quali-

ties and have achieved the AV Preeminent 
rating by Martindale-Hubbell®. 

Martindale-Hubbell®, the company that 
has long set the standard for lawyer ratings, 
has supplied ALM with a list of Top Rated Lawyers who have 
achieved an AV® Preeminent® Peer Review Rating, the highest 
rating in legal ability and ethical standards. To create this section, 
Martindale-Hubbell® tapped its comprehensive database of 
Martindale-Hubbell® Peer Review Ratings™ to identify lawyers 
who have been rated by their peers to be AV® Preeminent™. 

Martindale Hubbell Peer Review Ratings are driven by the 
confidential opinions of lawyers and members of the judiciary 
who receive invitations from Martindale-Hubbell®, via an online 
survey or by mail, to provide reviews of lawyers of whom they 
have professional knowledge.

A complete directory of all AV® Preeminent™ lawyers can  
be found online at Lawyers.com® and Martindale.com, in  
the Martindale-Hubbell® Law Directory in print and CD-ROM 
formats, and online through the LexisNexis® services and at  
lexis.com. Attorneys shown do not constitute the full list of  
“Top Rated Lawyers” 

Mr. McKennon, the founding shareholder of McKennon Law Group PC, is a 
nationally recognized expert in insurance litigation and has litigated hun-

dreds of insurance matters, including life, health and disability insurance, insurance 
bad faith, unfair trade practices, and ERISA/employee benefits.  He is also widely 
recognized as being among the top insurance litigators in California, receiving 
numerous recognitions as a top insurance attorney, including being named a 
Southern California Super Lawyer® from 2011 to 2015 and receiving the highest 
ratings possible by AVVO and Martindale-Hubbell.

Robert McKennon spent almost 25 years representing insurance companies.  
During that time, he also served as a guest speaker at local and national confer-
ences concerning life, health, disability, and ERISA issues, and chaired numerous 
national conferences on these topics.  He has authored numerous articles and 
book material on insurance matters.  Mr. McKennon and his firm now represent 
individual and business policyholders, challenging the same insurance industry he 
previously represented.  

Mr. McKennon and his attorneys now use their considerable skills, knowledge 
and experience to help people like the dental hygienist, the small business owner 
and the lawyer take on powerful insurance companies and fight for their benefits.  
After years of representing policyholders, Mr. McKennon is now well-known for his 
tenacity in helping them fight for their insurance benefits.  He believes his firm is 
so successful because “we litigate aggressively, we provide top quality work and 
we are not afraid to take insurers to trial.”

The McKennon Law Group PC also represents businesses and individuals in 
connection with their property and casualty, general commercial liability, directors 
and officers or other business insurance policies.

RobeRt J. McKennon

20321 SW Birch St., Suite 200, Newport Beach, CA  92660
p: 949.387.9595, f: 949.385.5165

rm@mckennonlawgroup.com  •  www.mckennonlawgroup.com

CALIFORNIA NEWPORT BEACH

Glenn Rosen’s professional career 
is devoted to advocating for 

residential and commercial policyhold-
ers in disputes with their insurers. Mr. 
Rosen received his JD in 1991 from the 
University of the Pacific, McGeorge 
School of Law, after receiving a BA 
in Economics from California State 
University, Northridge. Mr. Rosen has 
extensive knowledge of the insurance 
industry and gained notoriety in his 
successful representation of hundreds 
of property owners in litigation against 
various insurers alleging bad faith claims handling arising from the 
1994 Northridge earthquake. Additionally, Mr. Rosen has served as 
General Counsel to the California Association of Public Insurance 
Adjusters; he serves on the Litigation Committee of the National 
Association of Public Insurance Adjusters; he has served as Judge 
Pro Tem for the County of Los Angeles Superior Courts; he has 
authored numerous industry-related articles; and he is frequently 
invited to teach and speak on insurance industry-related topics.  
Lastly, Mr. Rosen has been selected as a SuperLawyer for Southern 
California for the years since 2013.

CALIFORNIA

Glenn t. Rosen

2001 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 210, Santa Monica, CA 90403
p: 310.857.5299, f: 310.315.1557

glenn@rosenlawfirm.info  •  www.rosenlawfirm.info

SANTA MONICA

the Rosen law FiRM
a PRoFessional coRPoRation
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Char Hamilton Yoshida & Shimomoto is the leading 
provider of captive insurance legal services in Hawai’i. 

The firm’s experienced attorneys have built a global 
network of clients and colleagues that ensure each client 
receives superior legal representation and personalized 
service. Our attorneys represent clients in a vast array 
of industries and core businesses, many of whom are 
Fortune and Global 500 companies.

The firm’s captive insurance practice handles 
a wide variety of related matters, including captive 
formations (i.e., “pure”, risk retention groups, and 
other group captives), conversions, mergers, liquidations, 
redomestications, coverage matters, policy drafting, 
and reinsurance trusts. We also assist clients with diverse 
corporate transactions, corporate governance and best 
practice issues, and other general insurance regulatory 
matters to ensure that your captive insurance business 
complies with applicable law and regulations. To serve 
the firm’s global captive insurance clients more effectively, 
the firm has Japanese language capabilities.

Gerald C. Yoshida and Paul B. Shimomoto specialize 
in the formation and representation of captive insurance 
companies and risk retention groups and other insurance 
regulatory matters in the State of Hawaii. Both maintain “AV- Preeminent” ratings from 
Martindale Hubbell.

Over the years, Hawai’i has become the premier captive domicile of the Pacific, 
measured in terms of the number of captives formed and managed, the supporting 
infrastructure available and premium underwritten. Many of the world’s largest and reputable 
companies have formed and operate their captive insurance companies in Hawai’i. Hawai’i 
is served by direct flights from 23 major US and 27 international destinations, making it a 
strategic and easily accessible location in which to domicile your captive insurance company.

hawaii

Char hamilton
Yoshida & shimomoto

Pacific Guardian Center, 737 Bishop St., Suite 2100, Honolulu, Hi 96813
p: 877.234.9119, f: 808.523.1714 • www.charhamilton.com

HOnOlUlU

Gerald Yoshida

Paul Shimomoto

Long Island  •  New York City  •  New Jersey
www.rivkinradler.com

Driven To Deliver®

Jonathan B. Bruno

Michael A. Kotula

Evan H. Krinick

Peter P. McNamara

John L. Rivkin

Leonard L. Rivkin

John J. Robertelli

Alan S. Rutkin

William M. Savino

Norman L. Tolle

Congratulations to our Top Insurance Lawyers:

The Lacy Law Firm P.C. is dedicated to 
serving the legal needs of  

individuals and businesses throughout 
all of Georgia. I take pride in helping my 
clients get through difficult times  
in a caring and cost-effective manner. As 
a former Army officer I am  
dedicated to the highest levels of 
integrity and professionalism. 

I represent corporations, corporate 
directors and officers, small businesses, 
and individuals in their disputes with 
insurance companies. Over the last 
10 years I have recovered millions of 
dollars for policyholders when insurance 
companies wrongfully denied claims in all types of insurance disputes. 

 I primarily sue insurance companies when they do not honor their 
coverage obligations or deny claims in bad faith. I also handle most 
other business litigation matters including claims for breach  
of contract, breach of fiduciary duty, and related business torts.  
My clients have routinely recovered six figure settlements on  
commercial and personal property losses and I have represented many 
directors and officers after bank failures here in Georgia.  
I look forward to helping you and your clients.

GeorGia

Tom Lacy  

P.O. Box 3078, Peachtree City, GA 30269 
p: 770.486.8445, f: 770.486.8889

tlacy@lacyfirm.com  •  www.lacyfirm.com

PeAChtree CIty

39475 Thirteen Mile, Suite 203
Novi, MI 48377

ataylor@smsm.com | 248.994.0063

Segal McCambridge  
joins American Lawyer  
Media in recognizing  
Alan J. Taylor 
as a 2016 Top  
Rated Lawyer  
in Michigan  
Professional  
Liability
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The following section features attorneys who have demonstrated leadership qualities and have achieved  

the AV Preeminent rating by Martindale-Hubbell®. 

Martindale-Hubbell®, the company that has long set the standard for lawyer ratings, has supplied ALM with  

a list of Top Rated Lawyers who have achieved an AV® Preeminent® Peer Review Rating, the highest rating in  

legal ability and ethical standards. To create this section, Martindale-Hubbell® tapped its comprehensive data-

base of Martindale-Hubbell® Peer Review Ratings™ to identify lawyers who have been rated by their peers to  

be AV® Preeminent™. 

Martindale Hubbell Peer Review Ratings are driven by the confidential opinions of lawyers and members of 

the judiciary who receive invitations from Martindale-Hubbell®, via an online survey or by mail, to provide reviews 

of lawyers of whom they have professional knowledge.

A complete directory of all AV® Preeminent™ lawyers can be found online at Lawyers.com® and Martindale.

com, in the Martindale-Hubbell® Law Directory in print and CD-ROM formats, and online through the LexisNexis® 

services and at lexis.com. Attorneys shown do not constitute the full list of “Top Rated Lawyers” 
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Choosing the right attorney is like choosing the right builder.  You want 
someone who can get the job done at a fair price; someone with a 

proven track record; and someone you can count on to handle the unex-
pected problems that arise on every job. You want someone that will part-
ner with you, taking ownership of the project as if it were their own; some-
one who takes pride in delivering exceptional results and customer service.  
When it comes to construction litigation, you want Nowak & Stauch, LLP.

Integrity is our cornerstone, and the blueprint for our success is good 
old-fashioned hard work.  You expect legal expertise, honest billing prac-
tices, and clear and timely communication from your attorney.  We build 
trust by meeting, and exceeding, your expectations.

Nowak & Stauch, LLP is a law firm focused on commercial, construc-
tion and real estate litigation.  Call us to discuss your litigation “project.”  
We look forward to building a long-term relationship with you.

TEXAS DALLAS

Nowak & Stauch, LLP 

10000 N. Central Expressway, Suite 1040, Dallas, TX 75231
p: 214.823.2006, f: 214.823.2007  •  www.ns-law.net

WE BUILD TRUST  

Thomas R. Stauch & Matthew A. Nowak

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

For more than 25 years, Mr. Garst has 
represented contractors, subcontrac-

tors, suppliers, architects, engineers, 
surveyors, building owners, and developers 
on a variety of construction projects, both 
locally and regionally. He has substantial 
experience in the defense of design 
professionals, and has represented 
architects and engineers in hundreds of 
claims, lawsuits, arbitration matters, and 
disciplinary proceedings. He also has 
represented numerous general contractors 
and specialty contractors on construction 
defect claims, payment disputes, liens, 
and disciplinary and licensing matters. 
His experience involves claims and litigation over many project types, 
including commercial, industrial, retail, and residential buildings, 
sports arenas and stadiums, subdivisions and industrial parks, water 
and wastewater plants and facilities, natural gas transmission lines and 
other subsurface utilities, dams, school and university facilities, airport 
hangars and runways, and electric transmission facilities. He has been 
named to “Best Lawyers in America,”􀀀􀀀􀀀 􀀀􀀀􀀀􀀀t Lawyers in Nashville,” and
“Mid􀀀􀀀􀀀South Super Lawyers” in the construction practice area.

TENNESSEE NASHVILLE

DaviD N. GarSt

424 Church Street, Ste. 2500, Nashville, TN 37219
p: 615.259.1366, f: 615.259.1389 

dgarst@lewisthomason.com

Loy Waldrop has represented contrac-
tors, design professionals, developers, 

owners, sureties, and material suppliers 
in a wide range of construction industry 
matters for over 30 years. He has more 
than 25 years experience in defending 
major lawsuits against designers with sin-
gle suit claims as high as $250 million. He 
has represented contractors in the pros-
ecution and defense of claims ranging 
from payment issues to complex differing 
site conditions and scheduling claims. 
He has participated in hundreds of court 
cases and arbitration proceedings and 
has personally tried dozens of jury and bench trials and arbitration 
hearings to verdict. He has obtained summary or voluntary dismissals 
of numerous suits against designers. He also regularly assists his 
contractor and designer clients in contract reviews and negotiations. 
His present practice is devoted almost exclusively to the construc-
tion industry. In the first 10 years of his career, he obtained extensive 
trial experience in personal injury and product liability cases. He has 
been named to “Best Lawyers,”  “Mid-South Super Lawyers” and 
Best Lawyers “Lawyer of the Year” for Knoxville in the construction 
practice area. 

TENNESSEE KNOXVILLE

r. Loy waLDroP

One Centre Square, Fifth Floor, 620 Market Street, Knoxville, TN 37902
p: 865.546.4646, f: 865.523.6529
lwaldrop@lewisthomason.com

LATHAM, WAGNER, STEELE  
& LEHMAN, P.C. represents a 

diverse group of clients ranging  
from large Fortune 500 corporations, 
small companies, entrepreneurs  
and individuals.

 Whether we are working with a  
Fortune 500 corporation, small  
business or an individual, we strive 
to provide each client with effective, 
comprehensive, cost-efficient and  
professional representation specifically tailored to meet their 
special needs. To help us achieve our goal in this regard, the firm 
utilizes the latest in technology which allows us to respond quickly 
and effectively to the needs of each client.

OKLAHOMA

Mark t. SteeLe

10441 S. Regal Blvd. , Suite 200 , Tulsa, OK 74133 
p: 918.970.2000, f: 918.970.2002

msteele@lswsl.com • www.lswsl.com

TULSA

D oug Rees has an extensive trial prac-
tice with an emphasis in construction 

law and insurance litigation matters.  
He represents general contractors,  
subcontractors, design professionals, 
including architects and engineers, insur-
ance carriers, businesses and individu-
als. He advises and defends clients in 
disputes concerning work they have 
performed or are involved in, defending 
claims against them, pursuing claims on 
their behalf, and advising them on the 
application and implications of insurance 
issues as they relate to their business.

Throughout his more than two decades of practice, Doug has 
gained extensive knowledge and experience in these areas and  
has consistently and successfully represented his clients in helping  
them obtain a positive resolution and just adjudication of their disputes. 
He often speaks to clients, trade associations, industry groups, and 
other lawyers on these issues.

Highly valued by his peers, Doug is the Dallas Area Vice President 
for the TADC, a member of TEXO, has been selected as a Texas Super 
Lawyer since 2011, is AV®Preeminent rated by Martindale-Hubbell,  
and part of the National Association of Distinguished Counsel.

TEXAS

r. DouGLaS reeS

900 Jackson, Suite 100, Dallas, TX 75202
p: 214.712.9500, f: 214.712.9540

www.cooperscully.com

DALLAS

30

At Corless Barfield Trial Group, our 
firm brings extensive experience 

and a unique approach to each case we 
handle. Recognized as one of the leading 
insurance litigation lawyers in Florida, 
founding attorney Ted A. Corless formerly 
represented some of the most powerful 
insurance companies in the state and 
currently uses that inside experience 
to assist property owners and personal 
injury victims in recovering compensation 
for their losses.
 Corless routinely shares his experience 
and knowledge by authoring articles, giving television interviews and 
presenting lectures throughout the United States on a range of legal 
topics, including insurance coverage, complex expert testimony and 
insurance bad faith. He is licensed to practice law in Florida and  
Missouri and has received an AV peer review rating* through the 
Martindale-Hubbell system. Further, Corless is a member of the 
American Society of Trial Consultants.

FloridA

Ted A. Corless

6812 W. Linebaugh Ave., Tampa, FL 33625
p: 813.258.4998, f: 813.258.4988

www.corlessbarfield.com

TAMPA
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The following section features attorneys who have demonstrated 
leadership qualities and have achieved  

the AV Preeminent rating by Martindale-Hubbell®. 
Martindale-Hubbell®, the company that has long set the stan-

dard for lawyer ratings, has supplied ALM with  
a list of Top Rated Lawyers who have achieved an AV® Preeminent® 
Peer Review Rating, the highest rating in  
legal ability and ethical standards. To create this section, Martin-
dale-Hubbell® tapped its comprehensive database of Martindale-
Hubbell® Peer Review Ratings™ to identify lawyers who have been 
rated by their peers to  
be AV® Preeminent™. 

Martindale Hubbell Peer Review Ratings are driven by the 
confidential opinions of lawyers and members of the judiciary who 
receive invitations from Martindale-Hubbell®, via an online survey or 
by mail, to provide reviews of lawyers of whom they have profes-
sional knowledge.

A complete directory of all AV® Preeminent™ lawyers can be 
found online at Lawyers.com® and Martindale.com, in the Martin-
dale-Hubbell® Law Directory in print and CD-ROM formats, and 
online through the LexisNexis® services and at lexis.com. Attorneys 
shown do not constitute the full list of “Top Rated Lawyers” 

TOP  RATEDLAWYERS
2 0 1 6  E D I T I O N

T H E  D E F I N I T I V E  G U I D E  T O  L E G A L  R E P R E S E N T A T I O N

™

A SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

Octoberr 2015   20http://www.corpcounsel.com/top-rated-lawyers

TOP  RATEDLAWYERS
2 0 1 5  E D I T I O N

T H E  D E F I N I T I V E  G U I D E  T O  L E G A L  R E P R E S E N T A T I O N

™

ConstruCtion Law

A SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

20   CORPORATE COUNSEL http://www.corpcounsel.com/top-rated-lawyers

TOP  RATEDLAWYERS
2 0 1 5  E D I T I O N

T H E  D E F I N I T I V E  G U I D E  T O  L E G A L  R E P R E S E N T A T I O N

™

ConstruCtion Law

The following section features attorneys who have demonstrated leadership qualities and have achieved  
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Choosing the right attorney is like choosing the right builder.  You want 
someone who can get the job done at a fair price; someone with a 

proven track record; and someone you can count on to handle the unex-
pected problems that arise on every job. You want someone that will part-
ner with you, taking ownership of the project as if it were their own; some-
one who takes pride in delivering exceptional results and customer service.  
When it comes to construction litigation, you want Nowak & Stauch, LLP.

Integrity is our cornerstone, and the blueprint for our success is good 
old-fashioned hard work.  You expect legal expertise, honest billing prac-
tices, and clear and timely communication from your attorney.  We build 
trust by meeting, and exceeding, your expectations.

Nowak & Stauch, LLP is a law firm focused on commercial, construc-
tion and real estate litigation.  Call us to discuss your litigation “project.”  
We look forward to building a long-term relationship with you.
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For more than 25 years, Mr. Garst has 
represented contractors, subcontrac-

tors, suppliers, architects, engineers, 
surveyors, building owners, and developers 
on a variety of construction projects, both 
locally and regionally. He has substantial 
experience in the defense of design 
professionals, and has represented 
architects and engineers in hundreds of 
claims, lawsuits, arbitration matters, and 
disciplinary proceedings. He also has 
represented numerous general contractors 
and specialty contractors on construction 
defect claims, payment disputes, liens, 
and disciplinary and licensing matters. 
His experience involves claims and litigation over many project types, 
including commercial, industrial, retail, and residential buildings, 
sports arenas and stadiums, subdivisions and industrial parks, water 
and wastewater plants and facilities, natural gas transmission lines and 
other subsurface utilities, dams, school and university facilities, airport 
hangars and runways, and electric transmission facilities. He has been 
named to “Best Lawyers in America,”􀀀􀀀􀀀 􀀀􀀀􀀀􀀀t Lawyers in Nashville,” and
“Mid􀀀􀀀􀀀South Super Lawyers” in the construction practice area.

TENNESSEE NASHVILLE

DaviD N. GarSt

424 Church Street, Ste. 2500, Nashville, TN 37219
p: 615.259.1366, f: 615.259.1389 

dgarst@lewisthomason.com

Loy Waldrop has represented contrac-
tors, design professionals, developers, 

owners, sureties, and material suppliers 
in a wide range of construction industry 
matters for over 30 years. He has more 
than 25 years experience in defending 
major lawsuits against designers with sin-
gle suit claims as high as $250 million. He 
has represented contractors in the pros-
ecution and defense of claims ranging 
from payment issues to complex differing 
site conditions and scheduling claims. 
He has participated in hundreds of court 
cases and arbitration proceedings and 
has personally tried dozens of jury and bench trials and arbitration 
hearings to verdict. He has obtained summary or voluntary dismissals 
of numerous suits against designers. He also regularly assists his 
contractor and designer clients in contract reviews and negotiations. 
His present practice is devoted almost exclusively to the construc-
tion industry. In the first 10 years of his career, he obtained extensive 
trial experience in personal injury and product liability cases. He has 
been named to “Best Lawyers,”  “Mid-South Super Lawyers” and 
Best Lawyers “Lawyer of the Year” for Knoxville in the construction 
practice area. 

TENNESSEE KNOXVILLE

r. Loy waLDroP

One Centre Square, Fifth Floor, 620 Market Street, Knoxville, TN 37902
p: 865.546.4646, f: 865.523.6529
lwaldrop@lewisthomason.com

LATHAM, WAGNER, STEELE  
& LEHMAN, P.C. represents a 

diverse group of clients ranging  
from large Fortune 500 corporations, 
small companies, entrepreneurs  
and individuals.

 Whether we are working with a  
Fortune 500 corporation, small  
business or an individual, we strive 
to provide each client with effective, 
comprehensive, cost-efficient and  
professional representation specifically tailored to meet their 
special needs. To help us achieve our goal in this regard, the firm 
utilizes the latest in technology which allows us to respond quickly 
and effectively to the needs of each client.

OKLAHOMA

Mark t. SteeLe

10441 S. Regal Blvd. , Suite 200 , Tulsa, OK 74133 
p: 918.970.2000, f: 918.970.2002

msteele@lswsl.com • www.lswsl.com

TULSA

D oug Rees has an extensive trial prac-
tice with an emphasis in construction 

law and insurance litigation matters.  
He represents general contractors,  
subcontractors, design professionals, 
including architects and engineers, insur-
ance carriers, businesses and individu-
als. He advises and defends clients in 
disputes concerning work they have 
performed or are involved in, defending 
claims against them, pursuing claims on 
their behalf, and advising them on the 
application and implications of insurance 
issues as they relate to their business.

Throughout his more than two decades of practice, Doug has 
gained extensive knowledge and experience in these areas and  
has consistently and successfully represented his clients in helping  
them obtain a positive resolution and just adjudication of their disputes. 
He often speaks to clients, trade associations, industry groups, and 
other lawyers on these issues.

Highly valued by his peers, Doug is the Dallas Area Vice President 
for the TADC, a member of TEXO, has been selected as a Texas Super 
Lawyer since 2011, is AV®Preeminent rated by Martindale-Hubbell,  
and part of the National Association of Distinguished Counsel.

TEXAS

r. DouGLaS reeS

900 Jackson, Suite 100, Dallas, TX 75202
p: 214.712.9500, f: 214.712.9540

www.cooperscully.com

DALLAS
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