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The following section features attorneys who have demonstrated leadership qualities and have achieved  

the AV Preeminent rating by Martindale-Hubbell®. 

Martindale-Hubbell®, the company that has long set the standard for lawyer ratings, has supplied ALM with  

a list of Top Rated Lawyers who have achieved an AV® Preeminent® Peer Review Rating, the highest rating in  

legal ability and ethical standards. To create this section, Martindale-Hubbell® tapped its comprehensive data-

base of Martindale-Hubbell® Peer Review Ratings™ to identify lawyers who have been rated by their peers to  

be AV® Preeminent™. 

Martindale Hubbell Peer Review Ratings are driven by the confidential opinions of lawyers and members of 

the judiciary who receive invitations from Martindale-Hubbell®, via an online survey or by mail, to provide reviews 

of lawyers of whom they have professional knowledge.

A complete directory of all AV® Preeminent™ lawyers can be found online at Lawyers.com® and Martindale.

com, in the Martindale-Hubbell® Law Directory in print and CD-ROM formats, and online through the LexisNexis® 

services and at lexis.com. Attorneys shown do not constitute the full list of “Top Rated Lawyers” 
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Choosing the right attorney is like choosing the right builder.  You want 
someone who can get the job done at a fair price; someone with a 

proven track record; and someone you can count on to handle the unex-
pected problems that arise on every job. You want someone that will part-
ner with you, taking ownership of the project as if it were their own; some-
one who takes pride in delivering exceptional results and customer service.  
When it comes to construction litigation, you want Nowak & Stauch, LLP.

Integrity is our cornerstone, and the blueprint for our success is good 
old-fashioned hard work.  You expect legal expertise, honest billing prac-
tices, and clear and timely communication from your attorney.  We build 
trust by meeting, and exceeding, your expectations.

Nowak & Stauch, LLP is a law firm focused on commercial, construc-
tion and real estate litigation.  Call us to discuss your litigation “project.”  
We look forward to building a long-term relationship with you.

TEXAS DALLAS

Nowak & Stauch, LLP 

10000 N. Central Expressway, Suite 1040, Dallas, TX 75231
p: 214.823.2006, f: 214.823.2007  •  www.ns-law.net

WE BUILD TRUST  

Thomas R. Stauch & Matthew A. Nowak

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

For more than 25 years, Mr. Garst has 
represented contractors, subcontrac-

tors, suppliers, architects, engineers, 
surveyors, building owners, and developers 
on a variety of construction projects, both 
locally and regionally. He has substantial 
experience in the defense of design 
professionals, and has represented 
architects and engineers in hundreds of 
claims, lawsuits, arbitration matters, and 
disciplinary proceedings. He also has 
represented numerous general contractors 
and specialty contractors on construction 
defect claims, payment disputes, liens, 
and disciplinary and licensing matters. 
His experience involves claims and litigation over many project types, 
including commercial, industrial, retail, and residential buildings, 
sports arenas and stadiums, subdivisions and industrial parks, water 
and wastewater plants and facilities, natural gas transmission lines and 
other subsurface utilities, dams, school and university facilities, airport 
hangars and runways, and electric transmission facilities. He has been 
named to “Best Lawyers in America,”􀀀􀀀􀀀 􀀀􀀀􀀀􀀀t Lawyers in Nashville,” and
“Mid􀀀􀀀􀀀South Super Lawyers” in the construction practice area.

TENNESSEE NASHVILLE

DaviD N. GarSt

424 Church Street, Ste. 2500, Nashville, TN 37219
p: 615.259.1366, f: 615.259.1389 

dgarst@lewisthomason.com

Loy Waldrop has represented contrac-
tors, design professionals, developers, 

owners, sureties, and material suppliers 
in a wide range of construction industry 
matters for over 30 years. He has more 
than 25 years experience in defending 
major lawsuits against designers with sin-
gle suit claims as high as $250 million. He 
has represented contractors in the pros-
ecution and defense of claims ranging 
from payment issues to complex differing 
site conditions and scheduling claims. 
He has participated in hundreds of court 
cases and arbitration proceedings and 
has personally tried dozens of jury and bench trials and arbitration 
hearings to verdict. He has obtained summary or voluntary dismissals 
of numerous suits against designers. He also regularly assists his 
contractor and designer clients in contract reviews and negotiations. 
His present practice is devoted almost exclusively to the construc-
tion industry. In the first 10 years of his career, he obtained extensive 
trial experience in personal injury and product liability cases. He has 
been named to “Best Lawyers,”  “Mid-South Super Lawyers” and 
Best Lawyers “Lawyer of the Year” for Knoxville in the construction 
practice area. 

TENNESSEE KNOXVILLE

r. Loy waLDroP

One Centre Square, Fifth Floor, 620 Market Street, Knoxville, TN 37902
p: 865.546.4646, f: 865.523.6529
lwaldrop@lewisthomason.com

LATHAM, WAGNER, STEELE  
& LEHMAN, P.C. represents a 

diverse group of clients ranging  
from large Fortune 500 corporations, 
small companies, entrepreneurs  
and individuals.

 Whether we are working with a  
Fortune 500 corporation, small  
business or an individual, we strive 
to provide each client with effective, 
comprehensive, cost-efficient and  
professional representation specifically tailored to meet their 
special needs. To help us achieve our goal in this regard, the firm 
utilizes the latest in technology which allows us to respond quickly 
and effectively to the needs of each client.

OKLAHOMA

Mark t. SteeLe

10441 S. Regal Blvd. , Suite 200 , Tulsa, OK 74133 
p: 918.970.2000, f: 918.970.2002

msteele@lswsl.com • www.lswsl.com

TULSA

D oug Rees has an extensive trial prac-
tice with an emphasis in construction 

law and insurance litigation matters.  
He represents general contractors,  
subcontractors, design professionals, 
including architects and engineers, insur-
ance carriers, businesses and individu-
als. He advises and defends clients in 
disputes concerning work they have 
performed or are involved in, defending 
claims against them, pursuing claims on 
their behalf, and advising them on the 
application and implications of insurance 
issues as they relate to their business.

Throughout his more than two decades of practice, Doug has 
gained extensive knowledge and experience in these areas and  
has consistently and successfully represented his clients in helping  
them obtain a positive resolution and just adjudication of their disputes. 
He often speaks to clients, trade associations, industry groups, and 
other lawyers on these issues.

Highly valued by his peers, Doug is the Dallas Area Vice President 
for the TADC, a member of TEXO, has been selected as a Texas Super 
Lawyer since 2011, is AV®Preeminent rated by Martindale-Hubbell,  
and part of the National Association of Distinguished Counsel.

TEXAS

r. DouGLaS reeS

900 Jackson, Suite 100, Dallas, TX 75202
p: 214.712.9500, f: 214.712.9540

www.cooperscully.com

DALLAS

30

At Corless Barfield Trial Group, our 
firm brings extensive experience 

and a unique approach to each case we 
handle. Recognized as one of the leading 
insurance litigation lawyers in Florida, 
founding attorney Ted A. Corless formerly 
represented some of the most powerful 
insurance companies in the state and 
currently uses that inside experience 
to assist property owners and personal 
injury victims in recovering compensation 
for their losses.
 Corless routinely shares his experience 
and knowledge by authoring articles, giving television interviews and 
presenting lectures throughout the United States on a range of legal 
topics, including insurance coverage, complex expert testimony and 
insurance bad faith. He is licensed to practice law in Florida and  
Missouri and has received an AV peer review rating* through the 
Martindale-Hubbell system. Further, Corless is a member of the 
American Society of Trial Consultants.

FloridA

Ted A. Corless

6812 W. Linebaugh Ave., Tampa, FL 33625
p: 813.258.4998, f: 813.258.4988

www.corlessbarfield.com

TAMPA
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The following section features attorneys who have demonstrated 
leadership qualities and have achieved  

the AV Preeminent rating by Martindale-Hubbell®. 
Martindale-Hubbell®, the company that has long set the stan-

dard for lawyer ratings, has supplied ALM with  
a list of Top Rated Lawyers who have achieved an AV® Preeminent® 
Peer Review Rating, the highest rating in  
legal ability and ethical standards. To create this section, Martin-
dale-Hubbell® tapped its comprehensive database of Martindale-
Hubbell® Peer Review Ratings™ to identify lawyers who have been 
rated by their peers to  
be AV® Preeminent™. 

Martindale Hubbell Peer Review Ratings are driven by the 
confidential opinions of lawyers and members of the judiciary who 
receive invitations from Martindale-Hubbell®, via an online survey or 
by mail, to provide reviews of lawyers of whom they have profes-
sional knowledge.

A complete directory of all AV® Preeminent™ lawyers can be 
found online at Lawyers.com® and Martindale.com, in the Martin-
dale-Hubbell® Law Directory in print and CD-ROM formats, and 
online through the LexisNexis® services and at lexis.com. Attorneys 
shown do not constitute the full list of “Top Rated Lawyers” 
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For more than 25 years, Mr. Garst has 
represented contractors, subcontrac-

tors, suppliers, architects, engineers, 
surveyors, building owners, and developers 
on a variety of construction projects, both 
locally and regionally. He has substantial 
experience in the defense of design 
professionals, and has represented 
architects and engineers in hundreds of 
claims, lawsuits, arbitration matters, and 
disciplinary proceedings. He also has 
represented numerous general contractors 
and specialty contractors on construction 
defect claims, payment disputes, liens, 
and disciplinary and licensing matters. 
His experience involves claims and litigation over many project types, 
including commercial, industrial, retail, and residential buildings, 
sports arenas and stadiums, subdivisions and industrial parks, water 
and wastewater plants and facilities, natural gas transmission lines and 
other subsurface utilities, dams, school and university facilities, airport 
hangars and runways, and electric transmission facilities. He has been 
named to “Best Lawyers in America,”􀀀􀀀􀀀 􀀀􀀀􀀀􀀀t Lawyers in Nashville,” and
“Mid􀀀􀀀􀀀South Super Lawyers” in the construction practice area.

TENNESSEE NASHVILLE

DaviD N. GarSt

424 Church Street, Ste. 2500, Nashville, TN 37219
p: 615.259.1366, f: 615.259.1389 

dgarst@lewisthomason.com

Loy Waldrop has represented contrac-
tors, design professionals, developers, 

owners, sureties, and material suppliers 
in a wide range of construction industry 
matters for over 30 years. He has more 
than 25 years experience in defending 
major lawsuits against designers with sin-
gle suit claims as high as $250 million. He 
has represented contractors in the pros-
ecution and defense of claims ranging 
from payment issues to complex differing 
site conditions and scheduling claims. 
He has participated in hundreds of court 
cases and arbitration proceedings and 
has personally tried dozens of jury and bench trials and arbitration 
hearings to verdict. He has obtained summary or voluntary dismissals 
of numerous suits against designers. He also regularly assists his 
contractor and designer clients in contract reviews and negotiations. 
His present practice is devoted almost exclusively to the construc-
tion industry. In the first 10 years of his career, he obtained extensive 
trial experience in personal injury and product liability cases. He has 
been named to “Best Lawyers,”  “Mid-South Super Lawyers” and 
Best Lawyers “Lawyer of the Year” for Knoxville in the construction 
practice area. 
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r. Loy waLDroP
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LATHAM, WAGNER, STEELE  
& LEHMAN, P.C. represents a 

diverse group of clients ranging  
from large Fortune 500 corporations, 
small companies, entrepreneurs  
and individuals.

 Whether we are working with a  
Fortune 500 corporation, small  
business or an individual, we strive 
to provide each client with effective, 
comprehensive, cost-efficient and  
professional representation specifically tailored to meet their 
special needs. To help us achieve our goal in this regard, the firm 
utilizes the latest in technology which allows us to respond quickly 
and effectively to the needs of each client.

OKLAHOMA

Mark t. SteeLe

10441 S. Regal Blvd. , Suite 200 , Tulsa, OK 74133 
p: 918.970.2000, f: 918.970.2002

msteele@lswsl.com • www.lswsl.com

TULSA

D oug Rees has an extensive trial prac-
tice with an emphasis in construction 

law and insurance litigation matters.  
He represents general contractors,  
subcontractors, design professionals, 
including architects and engineers, insur-
ance carriers, businesses and individu-
als. He advises and defends clients in 
disputes concerning work they have 
performed or are involved in, defending 
claims against them, pursuing claims on 
their behalf, and advising them on the 
application and implications of insurance 
issues as they relate to their business.

Throughout his more than two decades of practice, Doug has 
gained extensive knowledge and experience in these areas and  
has consistently and successfully represented his clients in helping  
them obtain a positive resolution and just adjudication of their disputes. 
He often speaks to clients, trade associations, industry groups, and 
other lawyers on these issues.

Highly valued by his peers, Doug is the Dallas Area Vice President 
for the TADC, a member of TEXO, has been selected as a Texas Super 
Lawyer since 2011, is AV®Preeminent rated by Martindale-Hubbell,  
and part of the National Association of Distinguished Counsel.
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For more than 25 years, Mr. Garst has 
represented contractors, subcontrac-

tors, suppliers, architects, engineers, 
surveyors, building owners, and developers 
on a variety of construction projects, both 
locally and regionally. He has substantial 
experience in the defense of design 
professionals, and has represented 
architects and engineers in hundreds of 
claims, lawsuits, arbitration matters, and 
disciplinary proceedings. He also has 
represented numerous general contractors 
and specialty contractors on construction 
defect claims, payment disputes, liens, 
and disciplinary and licensing matters. 
His experience involves claims and litigation over many project types, 
including commercial, industrial, retail, and residential buildings, 
sports arenas and stadiums, subdivisions and industrial parks, water 
and wastewater plants and facilities, natural gas transmission lines and 
other subsurface utilities, dams, school and university facilities, airport 
hangars and runways, and electric transmission facilities. He has been 
named to “Best Lawyers in America,”􀀀􀀀􀀀 􀀀􀀀􀀀􀀀t Lawyers in Nashville,” and
“Mid􀀀􀀀􀀀South Super Lawyers” in the construction practice area.
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Loy Waldrop has represented contrac-
tors, design professionals, developers, 

owners, sureties, and material suppliers 
in a wide range of construction industry 
matters for over 30 years. He has more 
than 25 years experience in defending 
major lawsuits against designers with sin-
gle suit claims as high as $250 million. He 
has represented contractors in the pros-
ecution and defense of claims ranging 
from payment issues to complex differing 
site conditions and scheduling claims. 
He has participated in hundreds of court 
cases and arbitration proceedings and 
has personally tried dozens of jury and bench trials and arbitration 
hearings to verdict. He has obtained summary or voluntary dismissals 
of numerous suits against designers. He also regularly assists his 
contractor and designer clients in contract reviews and negotiations. 
His present practice is devoted almost exclusively to the construc-
tion industry. In the first 10 years of his career, he obtained extensive 
trial experience in personal injury and product liability cases. He has 
been named to “Best Lawyers,”  “Mid-South Super Lawyers” and 
Best Lawyers “Lawyer of the Year” for Knoxville in the construction 
practice area. 
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LATHAM, WAGNER, STEELE  
& LEHMAN, P.C. represents a 

diverse group of clients ranging  
from large Fortune 500 corporations, 
small companies, entrepreneurs  
and individuals.

 Whether we are working with a  
Fortune 500 corporation, small  
business or an individual, we strive 
to provide each client with effective, 
comprehensive, cost-efficient and  
professional representation specifically tailored to meet their 
special needs. To help us achieve our goal in this regard, the firm 
utilizes the latest in technology which allows us to respond quickly 
and effectively to the needs of each client.

OKLAHOMA

Mark t. SteeLe

10441 S. Regal Blvd. , Suite 200 , Tulsa, OK 74133 
p: 918.970.2000, f: 918.970.2002

msteele@lswsl.com • www.lswsl.com

TULSA
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law and insurance litigation matters.  
He represents general contractors,  
subcontractors, design professionals, 
including architects and engineers, insur-
ance carriers, businesses and individu-
als. He advises and defends clients in 
disputes concerning work they have 
performed or are involved in, defending 
claims against them, pursuing claims on 
their behalf, and advising them on the 
application and implications of insurance 
issues as they relate to their business.

Throughout his more than two decades of practice, Doug has 
gained extensive knowledge and experience in these areas and  
has consistently and successfully represented his clients in helping  
them obtain a positive resolution and just adjudication of their disputes. 
He often speaks to clients, trade associations, industry groups, and 
other lawyers on these issues.

Highly valued by his peers, Doug is the Dallas Area Vice President 
for the TADC, a member of TEXO, has been selected as a Texas Super 
Lawyer since 2011, is AV®Preeminent rated by Martindale-Hubbell,  
and part of the National Association of Distinguished Counsel.

TEXAS

r. DouGLaS reeS

900 Jackson, Suite 100, Dallas, TX 75202
p: 214.712.9500, f: 214.712.9540

www.cooperscully.com

DALLAS

30

At Corless Barfield Trial Group, our 
firm brings extensive experience 

and a unique approach to each case we 
handle. Recognized as one of the leading 
insurance litigation lawyers in Florida, 
founding attorney Ted A. Corless formerly 
represented some of the most powerful 
insurance companies in the state and 
currently uses that inside experience 
to assist property owners and personal 
injury victims in recovering compensation 
for their losses.
 Corless routinely shares his experience 
and knowledge by authoring articles, giving television interviews and 
presenting lectures throughout the United States on a range of legal 
topics, including insurance coverage, complex expert testimony and 
insurance bad faith. He is licensed to practice law in Florida and  
Missouri and has received an AV peer review rating* through the 
Martindale-Hubbell system. Further, Corless is a member of the 
American Society of Trial Consultants.
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Walsh, Colucci, Lubeley & Walsh 
represents national and regional 

builders, developers, and contractors 
throughout Virginia in litigation in state and 
federal courts. Our team of skilled attorneys 
provides a solution-oriented and fee-
efficient approach to resolving all types of 
construction disputes and has effectively led 
our clients through complex cases resulting 
in successful arbitration awards and jury 
verdicts. We have successfully defended 
our clients from claims of breaches of 
condominium warranties, structural design 
defects, delay damages, bond defaults, 
and myriad complex business torts. Our lawyers have earned their strong 
reputation with Virginia’s judges and clients with diligence and creative 
yet pragmatic legal analysis while serving as lead counsel in a number of 
complex construction and surety claims. Garth Wainman leads the firm’s 
construction law practice group and is recognized by U.S. News and World 
Report as one of The Best Lawyers in America©. He is AV rated and named a 
2016 Top Rated Lawyer in Construction Law by American Lawyer Media and 
Martindale-Hubbell. (162)

Virginia

Garth M. WainMan  

4310 Prince William Parkway, Suite 300, Woodbridge, VA 22192-5199
p: 703.680.4664, f: 703.680.6067

www.thelandlawyers.com

NORTHeRN ViRGiNiA

Jason K. Gunther is a principal in the 
fi rm and has been an attorney for 

15 years. He is AV rated by Martindale-
Hubbell and his primary areas of 
practice are construction defect and 
truck/automobile collision litigation. 
Mr. Gunther has tried numerous cases 
and handled many complex multi-party 
construction and truck/automobile 
collision cases and mediations. 
Mr. Gunther also possesses signifi cant 
litigation and trial experience in premises 
liability, wrongful death, insurance 
coverage disputes, collection matters and surety law. 
 Moreover, Mr. Gunther is often involved in representing clients in 
pre-suit matters and claims in order to develop an early analysis of the 
issues and disputes, and to develop and implement early resolution 
strategies and agreements. Prior to forming McIntosh Schwartz, P.L. 
he was a partner with Yoss, LLP and Adorno & Yoss, LLP for 7 years. 
Mr. Gunther began his career as an Assistant Public Defender where he 
tried numerous cases and held supervisory positions in felony divisions.

FLORIDA

JASON K. GUNTHER  

888 SE 3rd Avenue, Suite 201, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33316
p: 877.284.6686, f: 954.660.9875
www.mcintoshschwartzpl.com

FORT LAUDERDALE
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The following section features attorneys who have demonstrated leadership qualities and have achieved  

the AV Preeminent rating by Martindale-Hubbell®. 

Martindale-Hubbell®, the company that has long set the standard for lawyer ratings, has supplied ALM with  

a list of Top Rated Lawyers who have achieved an AV® Preeminent® Peer Review Rating, the highest rating in  

legal ability and ethical standards. To create this section, Martindale-Hubbell® tapped its comprehensive data-

base of Martindale-Hubbell® Peer Review Ratings™ to identify lawyers who have been rated by their peers to  

be AV® Preeminent™. 

Martindale Hubbell Peer Review Ratings are driven by the confidential opinions of lawyers and members of 

the judiciary who receive invitations from Martindale-Hubbell®, via an online survey or by mail, to provide reviews 

of lawyers of whom they have professional knowledge.

A complete directory of all AV® Preeminent™ lawyers can be found online at Lawyers.com® and Martindale.

com, in the Martindale-Hubbell® Law Directory in print and CD-ROM formats, and online through the LexisNexis® 

services and at lexis.com. Attorneys shown do not constitute the full list of “Top Rated Lawyers” 
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Choosing the right attorney is like choosing the right builder.  You want 
someone who can get the job done at a fair price; someone with a 

proven track record; and someone you can count on to handle the unex-
pected problems that arise on every job. You want someone that will part-
ner with you, taking ownership of the project as if it were their own; some-
one who takes pride in delivering exceptional results and customer service.  
When it comes to construction litigation, you want Nowak & Stauch, LLP.

Integrity is our cornerstone, and the blueprint for our success is good 
old-fashioned hard work.  You expect legal expertise, honest billing prac-
tices, and clear and timely communication from your attorney.  We build 
trust by meeting, and exceeding, your expectations.

Nowak & Stauch, LLP is a law firm focused on commercial, construc-
tion and real estate litigation.  Call us to discuss your litigation “project.”  
We look forward to building a long-term relationship with you.

TEXAS DALLAS

Nowak & Stauch, LLP 

10000 N. Central Expressway, Suite 1040, Dallas, TX 75231
p: 214.823.2006, f: 214.823.2007  •  www.ns-law.net

WE BUILD TRUST  

Thomas R. Stauch & Matthew A. Nowak

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

For more than 25 years, Mr. Garst has 
represented contractors, subcontrac-

tors, suppliers, architects, engineers, 
surveyors, building owners, and developers 
on a variety of construction projects, both 
locally and regionally. He has substantial 
experience in the defense of design 
professionals, and has represented 
architects and engineers in hundreds of 
claims, lawsuits, arbitration matters, and 
disciplinary proceedings. He also has 
represented numerous general contractors 
and specialty contractors on construction 
defect claims, payment disputes, liens, 
and disciplinary and licensing matters. 
His experience involves claims and litigation over many project types, 
including commercial, industrial, retail, and residential buildings, 
sports arenas and stadiums, subdivisions and industrial parks, water 
and wastewater plants and facilities, natural gas transmission lines and 
other subsurface utilities, dams, school and university facilities, airport 
hangars and runways, and electric transmission facilities. He has been 
named to “Best Lawyers in America,”􀀀􀀀􀀀 􀀀􀀀􀀀􀀀t Lawyers in Nashville,” and
“Mid􀀀􀀀􀀀South Super Lawyers” in the construction practice area.

TENNESSEE NASHVILLE

DaviD N. GarSt

424 Church Street, Ste. 2500, Nashville, TN 37219
p: 615.259.1366, f: 615.259.1389 

dgarst@lewisthomason.com

Loy Waldrop has represented contrac-
tors, design professionals, developers, 

owners, sureties, and material suppliers 
in a wide range of construction industry 
matters for over 30 years. He has more 
than 25 years experience in defending 
major lawsuits against designers with sin-
gle suit claims as high as $250 million. He 
has represented contractors in the pros-
ecution and defense of claims ranging 
from payment issues to complex differing 
site conditions and scheduling claims. 
He has participated in hundreds of court 
cases and arbitration proceedings and 
has personally tried dozens of jury and bench trials and arbitration 
hearings to verdict. He has obtained summary or voluntary dismissals 
of numerous suits against designers. He also regularly assists his 
contractor and designer clients in contract reviews and negotiations. 
His present practice is devoted almost exclusively to the construc-
tion industry. In the first 10 years of his career, he obtained extensive 
trial experience in personal injury and product liability cases. He has 
been named to “Best Lawyers,”  “Mid-South Super Lawyers” and 
Best Lawyers “Lawyer of the Year” for Knoxville in the construction 
practice area. 

TENNESSEE KNOXVILLE

r. Loy waLDroP

One Centre Square, Fifth Floor, 620 Market Street, Knoxville, TN 37902
p: 865.546.4646, f: 865.523.6529
lwaldrop@lewisthomason.com

LATHAM, WAGNER, STEELE  
& LEHMAN, P.C. represents a 

diverse group of clients ranging  
from large Fortune 500 corporations, 
small companies, entrepreneurs  
and individuals.

 Whether we are working with a  
Fortune 500 corporation, small  
business or an individual, we strive 
to provide each client with effective, 
comprehensive, cost-efficient and  
professional representation specifically tailored to meet their 
special needs. To help us achieve our goal in this regard, the firm 
utilizes the latest in technology which allows us to respond quickly 
and effectively to the needs of each client.

OKLAHOMA

Mark t. SteeLe

10441 S. Regal Blvd. , Suite 200 , Tulsa, OK 74133 
p: 918.970.2000, f: 918.970.2002

msteele@lswsl.com • www.lswsl.com

TULSA

D oug Rees has an extensive trial prac-
tice with an emphasis in construction 

law and insurance litigation matters.  
He represents general contractors,  
subcontractors, design professionals, 
including architects and engineers, insur-
ance carriers, businesses and individu-
als. He advises and defends clients in 
disputes concerning work they have 
performed or are involved in, defending 
claims against them, pursuing claims on 
their behalf, and advising them on the 
application and implications of insurance 
issues as they relate to their business.

Throughout his more than two decades of practice, Doug has 
gained extensive knowledge and experience in these areas and  
has consistently and successfully represented his clients in helping  
them obtain a positive resolution and just adjudication of their disputes. 
He often speaks to clients, trade associations, industry groups, and 
other lawyers on these issues.

Highly valued by his peers, Doug is the Dallas Area Vice President 
for the TADC, a member of TEXO, has been selected as a Texas Super 
Lawyer since 2011, is AV®Preeminent rated by Martindale-Hubbell,  
and part of the National Association of Distinguished Counsel.

TEXAS

r. DouGLaS reeS

900 Jackson, Suite 100, Dallas, TX 75202
p: 214.712.9500, f: 214.712.9540

www.cooperscully.com
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Mr. Hightower has been a trial 
lawyer for 31 years and has tried 

over 225 jury trials all over the state 
of Florida with a 90% success rate 
(defense verdict or less than pre-trial 
offer). Mr. Hightower handles various 
types of construction cases and other 
litigation matters for the firm. He has 
also been active in the Dade County 
Bar Association and is very familiar 
to all the judges and attorneys in 
Florida as an effective and ethical 
litigator. He has served on the Board 
of Directors of the Dade County Bar, 
and also served as the Bar’s Public Relations Director. At one time 
he hosted a legal television show entitled “In the Public Interest”. 
In addition, he has been recognized as an expert litigator, and be-
cause of this, has been invited to speak at numerous legal semi-
nars. Over the past 22 years, he has given numerous speeches at 
various organizations on topics ranging from discovery techniques 
to closing arguments.

FLORIDA

Dale r. HigHtower

4770 Biscayne Blvd, Suite 1200 Miami, FL 33137
p: 305.539.0909, f: 305.530.0661

Dale@hightowerlaw.net  •  www.hightowerlaw.net

MIAMI

E. Scott Golden is AV-rated and is  
  the Senior Partner of Golden & 

La Neve in Fort Lauderdale.  Scott 
focuses his practice on real estate 
and construction transactions and 
litigation, with a special emphasis on 
construction disputes.

Scott represents owners, general 
contractors, and sub-contractors 
throughout Florida in all aspects 
of real estate development and 
construction law, including construc-
tion defects, lien and bond claims, 
and construction-related collections.  
His clients have owned or have provided services for every type 
of facility, including high-rise, commercial, governmental, and 
recreational buildings and facilities; churches and other single-
purpose facilities; attached residential structures; and single 
family residences.

Golden & La Neve focuses its practice on property-related 
matters, including construction, the acquisition and titling of 
real property, lending and financial matters, other business and 
commercial matters, and estate planning and administration.  We 
practice in all federal and Florida courts, including the U.S. Court 
of Federal Claims. 

FLORIDA

e. sCott golDeN

644 Southeast Fourth Avenue, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301
p: 954.764.6766. f: 954.764.6789

sgolden@goldenlaneve.com • www.goldenlaneve.com 

FORT LAUDERDALE

golDeN & la NeVe

The Hunt Law Group, LLC was 

founded on the premise that—

whatever the case type—trial skills 

matter.  We have the results to  

prove it.  THLG has excelled in the 

representation of clients in the areas 

of construction defect, contract 

disputes, construction injury and 

related insurance coverage issues.  

We represent the complex business concerns of sophisticated 

clients, especially when they need to communicate with a jury. 

Aggressive and civil. THLG—Trial lawyers for business people.

ILLINOIS CHICAGO

briaN J. HuNt

20 N. Wacker Drive, Suite 1711, Chicago, IL 60606
p: 312.384.2300, f: 312.443.9391

www.hunt-lawgroup.com

Are you Florida bound?   
Would you like the attorney  
you hire to actually work  
on your case?  
If so, give Kevin Kelly a call.

Kevin Kelly is the founder of  
KellyLaw, P.A., which delivers  

25 years of “big firm” experience with 
the focus and rapport of a complex liti-
gation boutique.   KellyLaw specializes 
in technical, construction and business 
law disputes.  Kevin has extensive 
trial and appellate experience, both 
jury and non-jury, in state and federal courts.  He has successfully 
argued cases before the Florida Supreme Court and the Federal 
11th Circuit Court of Appeals.  He is adept at administrative and 
arbitration proceedings.  Kevin’s clients have spanned from local 
small businesses to international Fortune 500® companies.  He has 
represented local, national, and international clients in myriad legal 
disputes, typically in technical industries. 

No matter the scale of your legal dispute, KellyLaw, P.A. has the 
experience, resources, and toughness to tackle your case cost effec-
tively, timely, and with the least amount disruption to your business.

FLORIDA

KeViN Kelly 

17 N. Summerlin Ave., Orlando, FL 32801
p: 407.545.4386  •  Kevin@KellyJuris.com  •  www.kellyjuris.com

ORLANDO

Kellylaw, P.a.

Mary A. Salamone is a partner at Atkin-
son, Andelson, Loya, Ruud & Romo 

with 27 years of experience in construction 
law.  She is privileged to represent both 
owners and contractors on public and 
private works of improvement, which affords 
her a unique perspective to assist in under-
standing and resolving claims in a cost ef-
fective manner.  Ms. Salamone has handled 
multi-million dollar disputes on high profile, 
complex construction projects and currently 
oversees a $5 billion capital improvement 
program.  She graduated magna cum laude 
from the University of Rochester (B.A. in 
1984) with Phi Beta Kappa distinction and 
Cornell Law School (J.D. in 1987).  She is an active member of various trade 
associations and serves on the AGC-California Legal Advisory Committee, 
CMAA Legal Counsel Committee and is a construction neutral with the 
American Arbitration Association.  Ms. Salamone has consistently received 
an AV Preeminent® rating by Martindale Hubbell® and repeated recognition 
by Chambers USA: America’s Leading Lawyers for Business in the field 
of construction law.  She was also selected as a Fellow with the Litigation 
Counsel of America.

CALIFORNIA

Mary a. salaMoNe 

20 Pacifica, Suite 400, Irvine, CA 92618 
p: 949.453.4260, f: 949.453.4262

msalamone@aalrr.com • www.aalrr.com

IRVINE

Mr. Andrade’s practice focuses 
primarily on construction litigation 

(public and private), including “changed 
conditions”, change order and differing 
site condition claims, Mechanic’s Lien 
and Stop Notice Litigation, Labor Law, 
including Trust Fund Litigation and  
General Business Litigation.  He  
counsels and represents project  
owners, general contractors, subcon-
tractors and material suppliers.

Mr. Andrade has specialized in the 
construction industry for nearly30 years.  
He has extensive experience in all 
aspects of the California Judicial System, the Federal System and  
the American Arbitration Association.  Mr. Andrade served on the 
Board of Directors for the Engineering Contractors Association for  
28 years, is an affiliate member of the Southern California Contractors 
Association and the Associated General Contractors of California.  
Mr. Andrade also served as counsel to the Engineering Contractors 
Association, is a member of the Associated General Contractors 
Statewide Legal Advisory Committee to the construction industry, 
as well as a member of the Southern California Constructors Legal 
Advisory Committee.  

Mr. Andrade holds a California State Contractors License, and  
was actively involved in the construction industry as an owner over a 
10 year period.  

CALIFORNIA

riCHarD b. aNDraDe

27281 Las Ramblas #200, Mission Viejo, CA 92691
p: 949.553.1951 • randrade@aalaws.com • www.andradelaw.com

MISSION VIEJO

aNDraDe & assoCiates

Manion Stigger LLP is a regionally centered, 
nationally focused construction law firm.

Construction law is as unique and demand-
ing as the industry it serves.  Manion Stigger at-
torneys have experience as construction laborers, 
project managers, civil engineers, and successful 
trial lawyers.  We are well-positioned to foresee 
and understand the needs of general contractors 

and subcontractors, construction managers and 
design-builders.  

We use our industry-specific knowledge and 
over 70 years of combined problem-solving ex-
perience in handling all aspects of construction 
document preparation and negotiation, contract 
and insurance claims disputes, OSHA matters and 
litigation for clients throughout the United States.

MaNioN stigger llP 
INDIANA • KENTUCKY • ILLINOIS • MISSOURI • TENNESSEE • OHIO

INDIANA - 20 N.W. First Street, Ste. 200, Evansville IN  47708 • Phone: (812) 425-5200
KENTUCKY - 2301 River Road, Ste. 101, Louisville KY  40206 • Phone: (502) 244-4944

MaNioN stigger llP 
www.manionstigger.com

A.J. Manion G. Bruce Stigger Tony W. Fehrenbacher
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MAJOR, LINDSEY & AFRICA
Offices Worldwide

www.mlaglobal.com
1-877-482-1010

Founded in 1982, Major, Lindsey & Africa is the world’s largest and most 
experienced legal search firm. Combining local market knowledge and 
a global recruiting network, MLA has earned recognition for its track 
record of successful General Counsel, Corporate Counsel, Partner,  
Associate and Law Firm Management placements. MLA also provides 
law firms and companies with highly specialized legal professionals on 
project, interim and temporary-to-permanent hire basis.

With more than 20 locations worldwide–in London, Hong Kong,  
Tokyo, Sydney and cities across the U.S.–and strategic alliances in 
Beijing and Seoul–MLA recruiters are dedicated to understanding 
and meeting clients’ and candidates’ needs while maintaining the 
highest degree of professionalism and confidentiality.

MLA considers every search a diversity search and has been committed 
to diversity in the law since its inception. For these reasons, MLA was 
voted “Best National Legal Recruiter” in Corporate Counsel’s 
Best of 2016. To learn more about MLA, visit our website at 
www.mlaglobal.com.

General Counsel - In-House Counsel - Partners - Associates
Law Firm Management - Interim Legal Resources

Managed Legal Solutions

To Advertise in  

Corporate Counsel

Legal Recruiters Directory

Please contact

Roseann Agostino

at

ragostino@alm.com

or212-457-9494
Lawjobs.com

Lawjobs.com is the #1 Legal recruitment 
site with 100,000+ resumes* and 20,000 
active job seekers to help you find the 
industry’s top talent. Learn how Lawjobs.com 
will help you find your next perfect employee.

Find your next (perfect) 
employee.

Contact us today

Call (866)969-5297 or email 
lawjobshelp@alm.com

*Based on internal reports of Lawjobs.com
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The following section features attorneys who have demonstrated leadership qualities and have achieved  

the AV Preeminent rating by Martindale-Hubbell®. 

Martindale-Hubbell®, the company that has long set the standard for lawyer ratings, has supplied ALM with  

a list of Top Rated Lawyers who have achieved an AV® Preeminent® Peer Review Rating, the highest rating in  

legal ability and ethical standards. To create this section, Martindale-Hubbell® tapped its comprehensive data-

base of Martindale-Hubbell® Peer Review Ratings™ to identify lawyers who have been rated by their peers to  

be AV® Preeminent™. 

Martindale Hubbell Peer Review Ratings are driven by the confidential opinions of lawyers and members of 

the judiciary who receive invitations from Martindale-Hubbell®, via an online survey or by mail, to provide reviews 

of lawyers of whom they have professional knowledge.

A complete directory of all AV® Preeminent™ lawyers can be found online at Lawyers.com® and Martindale.

com, in the Martindale-Hubbell® Law Directory in print and CD-ROM formats, and online through the LexisNexis® 

services and at lexis.com. Attorneys shown do not constitute the full list of “Top Rated Lawyers” 
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Choosing the right attorney is like choosing the right builder.  You want 
someone who can get the job done at a fair price; someone with a 

proven track record; and someone you can count on to handle the unex-
pected problems that arise on every job. You want someone that will part-
ner with you, taking ownership of the project as if it were their own; some-
one who takes pride in delivering exceptional results and customer service.  
When it comes to construction litigation, you want Nowak & Stauch, LLP.

Integrity is our cornerstone, and the blueprint for our success is good 
old-fashioned hard work.  You expect legal expertise, honest billing prac-
tices, and clear and timely communication from your attorney.  We build 
trust by meeting, and exceeding, your expectations.

Nowak & Stauch, LLP is a law firm focused on commercial, construc-
tion and real estate litigation.  Call us to discuss your litigation “project.”  
We look forward to building a long-term relationship with you.

TEXAS DALLAS

Nowak & Stauch, LLP 

10000 N. Central Expressway, Suite 1040, Dallas, TX 75231
p: 214.823.2006, f: 214.823.2007  •  www.ns-law.net

WE BUILD TRUST  

Thomas R. Stauch & Matthew A. Nowak

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

For more than 25 years, Mr. Garst has 
represented contractors, subcontrac-

tors, suppliers, architects, engineers, 
surveyors, building owners, and developers 
on a variety of construction projects, both 
locally and regionally. He has substantial 
experience in the defense of design 
professionals, and has represented 
architects and engineers in hundreds of 
claims, lawsuits, arbitration matters, and 
disciplinary proceedings. He also has 
represented numerous general contractors 
and specialty contractors on construction 
defect claims, payment disputes, liens, 
and disciplinary and licensing matters. 
His experience involves claims and litigation over many project types, 
including commercial, industrial, retail, and residential buildings, 
sports arenas and stadiums, subdivisions and industrial parks, water 
and wastewater plants and facilities, natural gas transmission lines and 
other subsurface utilities, dams, school and university facilities, airport 
hangars and runways, and electric transmission facilities. He has been 
named to “Best Lawyers in America,”􀀀􀀀􀀀 􀀀􀀀􀀀􀀀t Lawyers in Nashville,” and
“Mid􀀀􀀀􀀀South Super Lawyers” in the construction practice area.

TENNESSEE NASHVILLE

DaviD N. GarSt

424 Church Street, Ste. 2500, Nashville, TN 37219
p: 615.259.1366, f: 615.259.1389 

dgarst@lewisthomason.com

Loy Waldrop has represented contrac-
tors, design professionals, developers, 

owners, sureties, and material suppliers 
in a wide range of construction industry 
matters for over 30 years. He has more 
than 25 years experience in defending 
major lawsuits against designers with sin-
gle suit claims as high as $250 million. He 
has represented contractors in the pros-
ecution and defense of claims ranging 
from payment issues to complex differing 
site conditions and scheduling claims. 
He has participated in hundreds of court 
cases and arbitration proceedings and 
has personally tried dozens of jury and bench trials and arbitration 
hearings to verdict. He has obtained summary or voluntary dismissals 
of numerous suits against designers. He also regularly assists his 
contractor and designer clients in contract reviews and negotiations. 
His present practice is devoted almost exclusively to the construc-
tion industry. In the first 10 years of his career, he obtained extensive 
trial experience in personal injury and product liability cases. He has 
been named to “Best Lawyers,”  “Mid-South Super Lawyers” and 
Best Lawyers “Lawyer of the Year” for Knoxville in the construction 
practice area. 

TENNESSEE KNOXVILLE

r. Loy waLDroP

One Centre Square, Fifth Floor, 620 Market Street, Knoxville, TN 37902
p: 865.546.4646, f: 865.523.6529
lwaldrop@lewisthomason.com

LATHAM, WAGNER, STEELE  
& LEHMAN, P.C. represents a 

diverse group of clients ranging  
from large Fortune 500 corporations, 
small companies, entrepreneurs  
and individuals.

 Whether we are working with a  
Fortune 500 corporation, small  
business or an individual, we strive 
to provide each client with effective, 
comprehensive, cost-efficient and  
professional representation specifically tailored to meet their 
special needs. To help us achieve our goal in this regard, the firm 
utilizes the latest in technology which allows us to respond quickly 
and effectively to the needs of each client.

OKLAHOMA

Mark t. SteeLe

10441 S. Regal Blvd. , Suite 200 , Tulsa, OK 74133 
p: 918.970.2000, f: 918.970.2002

msteele@lswsl.com • www.lswsl.com

TULSA

D oug Rees has an extensive trial prac-
tice with an emphasis in construction 

law and insurance litigation matters.  
He represents general contractors,  
subcontractors, design professionals, 
including architects and engineers, insur-
ance carriers, businesses and individu-
als. He advises and defends clients in 
disputes concerning work they have 
performed or are involved in, defending 
claims against them, pursuing claims on 
their behalf, and advising them on the 
application and implications of insurance 
issues as they relate to their business.

Throughout his more than two decades of practice, Doug has 
gained extensive knowledge and experience in these areas and  
has consistently and successfully represented his clients in helping  
them obtain a positive resolution and just adjudication of their disputes. 
He often speaks to clients, trade associations, industry groups, and 
other lawyers on these issues.

Highly valued by his peers, Doug is the Dallas Area Vice President 
for the TADC, a member of TEXO, has been selected as a Texas Super 
Lawyer since 2011, is AV®Preeminent rated by Martindale-Hubbell,  
and part of the National Association of Distinguished Counsel.

TEXAS

r. DouGLaS reeS

900 Jackson, Suite 100, Dallas, TX 75202
p: 214.712.9500, f: 214.712.9540

www.cooperscully.com

DALLAS

Thomas M. Fitzpatrick is a graduate 
of the University of Montana (1973) 

and the University of Chicago Law 
School (1976). He is a former partner 
in the firm of Karr, Tuttle, Campbell 
(1978-1989) and Stafford Frey Cooper 
(1989-1999); managing partner (1991-
1994). From 1999 through 2004, he served 
as Assistant Chief of the Snohomish 
County Prosecuting Attorney’s Office, 
Civil Division, heading the Litigation 
and Employment unit. He was named 
a “Super Lawyer” by the publication 
Washington Law and Politics in 2004. 
In 2005, the elected Snohomish County 
Executive, selected him as Executive Director of Snohomish County 
with oversight responsibility for planning and development, economic 
development, environmental policy, the airport, risk management, and 
several other county offices. In 2006, he returned to private practice, 
joining former Washington Supreme Court Justice Phil Talmadge with 
whom he previously practiced, at the Talmadge/Fitzpatrick firm. His 
practice has an emphasis in professional responsibility, attorney fees, 
and litigation. Mr. Fitzpatrick’s emphasis is on professional responsibility, 
attorney fees, and governmental related litigation including land use.

WashingTon

Thomas m. FiTzpaTrick

2775 Harbor Ave. S.W., Third Floor, Suite C
Seattle, WA 98126

PH: 206.574.6661 | tom@tal-fitzlaw.com
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OUR LITIGATION TEAM 

FRANCIS R. LAWS

100 Light Street, Suite 1100
Baltimore, Maryland 21202
Phone: (410) 752-2468
Fax: (410) 752-2046
www.tandllaw.com  

COMPREHENSIVE CORPORATE REPRESENTATION

LITIGATION AND DISPUTE RESOLUTION

Frank Laws leads the firm’s Litigation 
Department, a team of lawyers spanning 
a wide range of litigation experience and 
expertise. Focusing on finding business 
solutions to business problems, Mr. Laws 
has successfully litigated commercial 
cases throughout the country. Aside from 
the usual contract disputes and business 
torts, the subject matters have included 
construction claims, cattle rustling, copyright infringement, 
the uniform commercial code, agricultural issues, govern-
ment authority, and land use issues. Mr. Laws’ labor practice 
includes the full range of issues generated in the process of 
employment: litigating, administering, negotiating, and/or 
generally providing advice in the wide spectrum of the alpha-
bet soup statutes enacted to govern employment, including 
ADEA, ADDA, Title VII, FLSA, FMLA, NLRA, Sarbanes-
Oxley, 42 U.S.C. 1981, 1983, and 1985(3), USERRA, etc.

Immigration

Zimmerman, axelrad,  
meyer, Stern & WiSe, P.C.

TEXAS

Congratulates

albert H. Hiller

On being selected as an American Lawyer Media
and Martindale-Hubbell™

2016 Top Rated Lawyer in Real Estate Law
More than 40 Years Experience in Commercial Real Estate Law

3040 Post Oak Boulevard, Suite 1300, Houston, TX 77056
p: 713.552.1234, f: 713.212.2761 • www.zimmerlaw.com

HOUSTON

Mr. Rami Fakhoury is the founder and 
Managing Attorney of Fakhoury Global 

Immigration, (FGI). FGI specializes in U.S. 
and global business-based immigration. The 
firm’s clients represent many of the world’s 
most innovative brands ranging from the 
Automotive, High Tech, Engineering and 
Healthcare industries. For the past  
20 years, Mr. Fakhoury has grown his practice 
to become one of the largest independent 
immigration law firm. Rami Fakhoury’s 
emphasis on immigration expertise and 
service excellence has heavily influenced his 
firm’s immigration practice. FGI distinguishes 
itself from traditional immigration law firms 
through the application of technology-driven 
solutions and Six Sigma processes.
 Mr.Fakhoury, and Fakhoury Global Immigration, has received multiple awards 
such as the AV ranking from Martindale-Hubbard, Super Lawyers 2016, Who’s 
Who Legal and US News 2016. All of these awards recognize outstanding legal 
thinking, high ethical standards and excellent results. Mr. Fakhoury’s thought 
leadership in immigration is far-reaching. He has co-authored and published 
4 immigration law books and is a regular contributor to news sources on US 
immigration. Mr. Fakhoury also provided immigration advise on immigration 
policy reform. Rami Fakhoury is an equity partner with the Alliance of 
Business Immigration Lawyers (ABIL), the largest international consortium of 
immigration lawyers. 

MICHIGAN TROY

Rami FakhouRy 

3290 West Big Beaver Road, Suite 501, Troy, Michigan 48084
p: 248.643.4900, f: 248.643.4907 • FakhouryGlobal.com

Melanie Gurley Keeney practices in Immigration, 
Employment and Education law representing 

corporations, institutions of higher education, 
and individuals in immigration matters, including 
obtaining temporary and permanent visas, 
employer sanctions issues, I-9 compliance, E-Verify, 
consular processing and naturalization. She was 
named St. Louis Best Lawyers “Education Law 
Lawyer of the Year” for 2017 and “Immigration 
Law-Lawyer of the Year” for 2015 and 2012. Since 
1997, she has been listed in St. Louis Magazine’s 
“St. Louis’ Best Lawyers” and in “The Best Lawyers 
in America” in Education Law, Employment Law 
- Management and Immigration Law. She has 
been named to “Missouri & Kansas Super Lawyers;” as a “Top 50” Woman Lawyer in 
Missouri and Kansas. In 2016, Missouri Lawyers Weekly awarded Melanie the Women’s 
Justice Litigation Practitioner Award. In 2014, Washington University School of Law 
honored Melanie with the International Women’s Day Award for Employment Law. 
Melanie represents public and private employers in the full gamut of employment issues, 
including state and federal litigation. She is a featured speaker and provides preventive 
employment law services, including supervisor training and compliance audits. Melanie 
is a founding Shareholder of the Firm and serves as Chairwoman. She graduated from 
Baylor University, phi beta kappa, and from Washington University School of Law.

MISSOURI

Melanie Gurley Keeney

34 N. Meramec, Suite 600, St. Louis, Missouri 63105
p: 314.880.3611, f: 314.880.3601

mkeeney@tuethkeeney.com  •  www.tuethkeeney.com
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