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The following section features attorneys who have demonstrated leadership qualities and have achieved  

the AV Preeminent rating by Martindale-Hubbell®. 

Martindale-Hubbell®, the company that has long set the standard for lawyer ratings, has supplied ALM with  

a list of Top Rated Lawyers who have achieved an AV® Preeminent® Peer Review Rating, the highest rating in  

legal ability and ethical standards. To create this section, Martindale-Hubbell® tapped its comprehensive data-

base of Martindale-Hubbell® Peer Review Ratings™ to identify lawyers who have been rated by their peers to  

be AV® Preeminent™. 

Martindale Hubbell Peer Review Ratings are driven by the confidential opinions of lawyers and members of 

the judiciary who receive invitations from Martindale-Hubbell®, via an online survey or by mail, to provide reviews 

of lawyers of whom they have professional knowledge.

A complete directory of all AV® Preeminent™ lawyers can be found online at Lawyers.com® and Martindale.

com, in the Martindale-Hubbell® Law Directory in print and CD-ROM formats, and online through the LexisNexis® 

services and at lexis.com. Attorneys shown do not constitute the full list of “Top Rated Lawyers” 
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A versatile, highly experienced, complex case trial lawyer, 
John O’Connor has for over 25 years devoted a significant portion 

of his practice to attorneys and attorney fee disputes, both as an expert 
witness and as a litigator. From years of evaluating, assessing, and 
litigating fees, O’Connor brings a depth of expertise and context as an 
expert witness that only an experienced litigator can offer in fee disputes.
 O’Connor has tried a wide variety of cases in federal, state 
and arbitration courts throughout the country, including not only 
professional liability, attorney fee, and law firm buy-out cases, but also 
patent, anti-trust, civil RICO, ADA/disability discrimination, civil rights, 
employment, insurance coverage and bad faith, construction, product 
liability, toxic tort, defamation, fraud and contract, real estate, white 
collar criminal, and sports management, among others. This experience 
allows him to distinguish between efficiency and inefficiency in litigation 
management.
 He has frequently associated with other firms to provide trial and 
deposition assistance, either on behalf of a separate co-party or as 
co-counsel, and often serves as local counsel. O’Connor and Associates 
prides itself on being cooperative, responsive, and efficient.

John o’Connor 

201 Mission Street, Suite 710, San Francisco, CA  94105
p: 415.693.9960, f: 415.692.6537

www.joclaw.com

cAliforniA SAn FRAnCISCO
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Brian Hunt is a trial lawyer with over 
twenty-five years’ experience in 

civil litigation and over thirty successful 
jury verdicts. Mr. Hunt is the managing 
principal of The Hunt Law Group, LLC, 
which was founded on the premise 
that - whatever the type of case - trial 
skills matter. We have the results to 
prove it. Our core philosophy is that 
trial-readiness achieves the best 
results, irrespective of whether the 
case does proceed to trial. Our practice encompasses: the defense 
of corporations and individuals in the areas of transportation and 
product defense, premises liability, construction liability, insurance 
coverage disputes and business litigation. We represent the 
complex business concerns of sophisticated clients, especially 
when they need to communicate with a jury. THLG - Trial lawyers for 
business people. 

illinois

Brian Hunt

tHe Hunt Law Group, LLC
10 S. LaSalle St., Suite 1450, Chicago, IL 60603

p: 312.384.2300, f: 312.443.9391
www.hunt-lawgroup.com

CHICaGO

Joe founded the Joseph Saveri Law 
Firm in 2012. He possesses over 

25 years of experience in antitrust and 
other complex civil and class action 
litigation as well as knowledge of a 
broad range of industries including 
banking and financial services, hardware, 
software, consumer electronics, labor, 
manufacturing inputs, agricultural 
products, and pharmaceuticals. 
Joe assists entrepreneurs, corporate 
executives, public officials, business 
owners, and their counsel who were 
harmed by anti-competitive conduct to determine whether and how 
to pursue litigation to achieve their goals.

Since its founding, the Joseph Saveri Law Firm has established 
a track record of success. To date, the firm has obtained hundreds 
of millions of dollars and other successful resolutions for its clients. 
The firm serves or has served as Lead Counsel in the In re Capacitors 
Antitrust Litigation, In re Titanium Dioxide Antitrust Litigation, California 
Cipro Cases and In re High-Tech Employee Antitrust Litigation. 

CALIFORNIA

Joseph saveri

555 Montgomery Street, Suite 1210, San Francisco, CA  94111
p: 415.500.6800, f: 415.395.9940

jsaveri@saverilawfirm.com  •  www saverilawfirm.com
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John L. Molinelli, Bergen County (New 
Jersey) Prosecutor (ret) is a Principal 

with the firm Price, Meese, Shulman & 
D’Arminio, P.C. of Woodcliff Lake, New 
Jersey. He provides counsel to corporate 
clients on cybersecurity, IT intrusions 
and human element training, labor and 
logistical issues, internal investigations 
and management controls; private sector 
corporate compliance, digital investigations, 
E-Discovery, complex commercial and 
employment related litigation. With his background as former Bergen 
County Prosecutor, Mr. Molinelli advises clients on federal and state data 
breach laws and notification requirements and on all government matters 
of law enforcement and public safety, including white collar corporate 
exposure and Cybersecurity. 

He is a member of the Bars of the State of New Jersey and New 
York, United States District Courts for the Districts of New Jersey and 
the Southern and Eastern Districts of New York, as well as the United 
States Supreme Court and is a member of the Association of E-Discovery 
Specialists [ACEDS] 

As Prosecutor, Mr. Molinelli was responsible for the administration of 
300 staff members, both civil service and non-civil service, and including 
four unions, three facilities, 125 police detectives and 58 lawyers. He was 
responsible for the administration of a 32 million dollar budget, as well as 
oversight over 3,000 police officers with a jurisdictional responsibility of 
almost one million people. 

New Jersey

John L. MoLineLLi 
WooDCLIff LAkE

Price, Meese, shuLMan & D’arMinio, Pc
Mack Cali Corporate Center, 50 Tice Blvd,  

Woodcliff Lake, NJ 07677  
tel: 201.391.3737  |  jmolinelli@pricemeese.com 

Steinbrecher & Span LLP is a preeminent litigation, transactional, 
and regulatory firm with offices in Los Angeles, Houston, and 

Washington, D.C. Our attorneys have practiced for decades in  
large national and international law firms and served as in-house 
counsel for corporations and trade associations.  We bring that  
experience and knowledge to our clients while providing them  
with the personal attention and responsiveness that come with  
a boutique firm. Whether clients are individuals or Fortune 500  
companies, we listen, work to find the best strategy for their case  
or transaction, and keep them informed every step of the way.

Steinbrecher & Span LLP is as committed to serving its profession 
and community as it is to providing excellent legal services  
to its clients. We are proud to include among our attorneys:

•   Former President, Los Angeles County Bar Association
•   Former President, Association of Business Trial Lawyers
•   Current Board Member, Association of Business Trial Lawyers
•   Recipient, Jim Robie award for LA trial attorney who best exemplifies professionalism and civility
•   Current or recent past Board members of spcaLA, Inner City Law Center, Library Foundation of Los Angeles, Los Angeles County Museum  

of Natural History Foundation
•   Immediate Past Chair, ABA Forum on Air and Space Law

Steinbrecher & Span LLp
445 S. Figueroa Street, Suite 2350, Los Angeles, CA 90071  •  p: 213.891.1400

1155 F St. N.W., Suite 1050, Washington, DC 20004  •  p: 202.559.8680
1600 Smith St., Suite 850C, Houston, TX 77002  •  p: 713.324.5156

california, texaS, and WaShington, d.c. 

www.steinbrecherspan.com
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Jerald David August is a partner in the nationally recognized tax law firm of 
Kostelanetz & Fink, LLP, 7 World Trade Center, New York, NY 10007. He is 

a member of the New York, Pennsylvania and Florida Bar Associations. Prior to 
joining Kostelanetz & Fink, LLP in May, 2015, Jerry was a partner in the national 
law firm, Fox Rothschild, LLP, and served as the Co- Chair of the Taxation & 
Wealth Planning Department. Jerry advises clients on federal tax matters 
involving international and domestic business formations, operations and 
mergers and acquisitions, including cross-border transactions. He also advises 
high-net-worth individuals on wealth planning matters, both for U.S. citizens 
and residents and for non-residents. He also represents taxpayers in substantial 
tax cases and investigations before the IRS, U.S. Tax Court, Federal District 
Courts, the Court of Federal Claims, the Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals. He 
represented the Florida Bar Tax Section in its filing an amicus curiae brief in a 
landmark U.S. Supreme Court case, Commissioner v. Estate of Hubert, 52 U.S. 
93 (1997). August, who graduated with a B.S. (Finance) from the Wharton School 
of the University of Pennsylvania, received his law degree from the University 
of Pittsburgh and his LLM. Masters in Taxation from the New York University 
School of Law. August and his wife, Susan, maintain residences in Haverford, 
Pennsylvania, and Tribeca, New York City. He is a Sustaining Member of the 
American Law Institute and has published numerous articles on federal taxation 
for national law journals. August has frequently served as program chair and 
speaker on business and international taxation seminars sponsored by ALI-CLE, 
New York University, the NYU Graduate Tax Law Program, national and state 
bar associations and the AICPA. He has served as Editor-in-Chief of the Journal 
of Business Entities and the Tax Lawyer, a national tax law review. He has been 
selected for inclusion in Super Lawyers and The Best Lawyers in America for many 
years. Additional honors include a Band 1 designation in Chambers for Taxation, 
Preeminent Lawyer Status in Martindale Hubbell, Best Lawyers and SuperLawyers. 

Jerald david august

Seven World Trade Center
250 Greenwich Street  |  34th floor, New York, New York 10007

Tel 212.808.8100  |  Fax 212.808.8108
Email: JAugust@kflaw.com  |  www.kflaw.com

New York NEW YoRK

Kostelanetz & FinK, LLP
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Steinbrecher & Span LLP is a preeminent litigation, transactional, 
and regulatory firm with offices in Los Angeles, Houston, and 

Washington, D.C. Our attorneys have practiced for decades in  
large national and international law firms and served as in-house 
counsel for corporations and trade associations.  We bring that  
experience and knowledge to our clients while providing them  
with the personal attention and responsiveness that come with  
a boutique firm. Whether clients are individuals or Fortune 500  
companies, we listen, work to find the best strategy for their case  
or transaction, and keep them informed every step of the way.

Steinbrecher & Span LLP is as committed to serving its profession 
and community as it is to providing excellent legal services  
to its clients. We are proud to include among our attorneys:

•   Former President, Los Angeles County Bar Association
•   Former President, Association of Business Trial Lawyers
•   Current Board Member, Association of Business Trial Lawyers
•   Recipient, Jim Robie award for LA trial attorney who best exemplifies professionalism and civility
•   Current or recent past Board members of spcaLA, Inner City Law Center, Library Foundation of Los Angeles, Los Angeles County Museum  

of Natural History Foundation
•   Immediate Past Chair, ABA Forum on Air and Space Law

Steinbrecher & Span LLp
445 S. Figueroa Street, Suite 2350, Los Angeles, CA 90071  •  p: 213.891.1400

1155 F St. N.W., Suite 1050, Washington, DC 20004  •  p: 202.559.8680
1600 Smith St., Suite 850C, Houston, TX 77002  •  p: 713.324.5156
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new york new york

360 Lexington Avenue, new york, ny 10017 l www.ganfershore.com l (212) 922-9250

Ganfer & Shore, LLP offers the skill and
sophistication of a large law firm with the service
and responsiveness of a small firm

our practice areas include:
  • Commercial Litigation
  • Real Estate Litigation
  • Commercial and Residential Real Estate Transactions
  • Cooperative and Condominium Housing
  • Securities Litigation
  • Electronic Discovery Counseling
  • Employment and Labor Law

Congratulations to our
2017 AV Top rated Lawyers
Partners (left to right)
Ira B. Matetsky
william D. McCracken
Margery n. weinstein
Steven J. Shore*

Steven r. Ganfer
Sandra J. Jacobus
Mark A. Berman*
Matthew J. Leeds**
Justin r. Bonanno

Of Counsels (not pictured)
Robert I. Gosseen*** Dawn M. Wilson
*selected to 2017 AV Top rated Lawyers - Commercial Litigation
**selected to 2017 AV Top rated Lawyers - real estate
***selected to 2017 AV Top rated Lawyers - employment & Labor Law

Mr. Cera, the managing partner, has 
been litigating complex cases with 

the Firm for more than thirty years. He 
has been at the forefront of the Firm’s 
nationwide practice in litigating complex 
class action and individual cases on behalf 
of plaintiffs. The Firm’s principal areas 
of practice are securities and antitrust 
litigation. Many of the Firm’s cases are 
class actions. With unwavering commit-
ment to its clients’ interests, the Firm 
establishes a close working relationship 
from initial investigation through  
successful resolution. The Firm’s 
nationwide class action practice, run from its San Francisco and Boston 
offices, covers a wide range of businesses and industries. The Firm’s 
cases often involve alleged accounting manipulations, misstated financial 
results, price fixing, monopolization, and/or other restraints of trade. In 
addition to its class action cases, the Firm also represents individuals and 
small businesses in high stakes litigation in a variety of areas including 
ERISA litigation, qui tam and whistleblower litigation, churning and 
unsuitability claims, and for breaches of fiduciary duty by officers and 
directors and general partners. The Firm also undertakes representation 
of individuals and businesses in arbitration, and has vast experience in 
obtaining mediated resolutions of disputes.

California

Solomon B. Cera

595 Market Street - Suite 2300, San Francisco, CA 94105-2835
p: 415.777.2230, f: 415.777.5189

www.cerallp.com
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This practical guide provides a fresh linear approach to due diligence 

procedures. Chivers delivers the right mix of real-life examples and 

practical tools to help you move more quickly and intelligently.

SAVE 25% with Promo Code 534637
Visit: at.law.com/dd2015 or Call 877-807-8076

LawJournalPress.com

Due Diligence in Securities Offerings 
by Corey R. Chivers

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Corey R. Chivers is a partner in Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP’s Capital Markets practice. He has represented 

corporations, investment banks, national governments and multinational financial institutions in a wide range 

of public and private securities offerings, including initial public offerings, major high-yield transactions and 

investment grade debt offerings.
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