
A SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

Spring 2016   L19http://www.americanlawyer.com/top-rated-lawyers http://www.corpcounsel.com/top-rated-lawyers

TOP  RATEDLAWYERS
2 0 1 6  E D I T I O N

T H E  D E F I N I T I V E  G U I D E  T O  L E G A L  R E P R E S E N T A T I O N

™

Litigation

The following section features attorneys who have demonstrated leadership qualities and have achieved  

the AV Preeminent rating by Martindale-Hubbell®. 

Martindale-Hubbell®, the company that has long set the standard for lawyer ratings, has supplied ALM with  

a list of Top Rated Lawyers who have achieved an AV® Preeminent® Peer Review Rating, the highest rating in  

legal ability and ethical standards. To create this section, Martindale-Hubbell® tapped its comprehensive data-

base of Martindale-Hubbell® Peer Review Ratings™ to identify lawyers who have been rated by their peers to  

be AV® Preeminent™. 

Martindale Hubbell Peer Review Ratings are driven by the confidential opinions of lawyers and members of 

the judiciary who receive invitations from Martindale-Hubbell®, via an online survey or by mail, to provide reviews 

of lawyers of whom they have professional knowledge.

A complete directory of all AV® Preeminent™ lawyers can be found online at Lawyers.com® and Martindale.

com, in the Martindale-Hubbell® Law Directory in print and CD-ROM formats, and online through the LexisNexis® 

services and at lexis.com. Attorneys shown do not constitute the full list of “Top Rated Lawyers” 
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Joe founded the Joseph Saveri Law 
Firm in 2012.  He possesses over 

25 years of experience in antitrust and 
other complex civil and class action 
litigation as well as knowledge of a 
broad range of industries including 
banking and financial services, hard-
ware, software, consumer electronics, 
labor, manufacturing inputs, agricul-
tural products, and pharmaceuticals. 
Joe assists entrepreneurs, corporate 
executives, public officials, business 
owners, and their counsel who were 
harmed by anti-competitive conduct to determine whether and 
how to pursue litigation to achieve their goals.

Since its founding, the Joseph Saveri Law Firm has established 
a track record of success. To date, the firm has obtained successful 
resolutions for its clients in excess of 700 million dollars.  The firm 
has served as Lead Counsel in the In re Capacitor Antitrust  
Litigation, In re Titanium Dioxide Antitrust Litigation, California 
Cipro Cases and In re High Tech Employee Antitrust Litigation.  

CALIFORNIA

Joseph Saveri

555 Montgomery Street, Suite 1210, San Francisco, CA  94111
p: 415.500.6800, f: 415.395.9940

jsaverilawfirm.com  •  www saverilawfirm.com

SAN FRANCISCO

Stephen Shapiro specializes in commer-
cial litigation, representing policyhold-

ers, construction professionals, developers, 
financial institutions, and private and pub-
lic business enterprises.  His broad-based 
construction practice includes defect and 
contract claims arising from new construc-
tion of infrastructure and improvements.

A significant portion of Mr. Shapiro’s 
practice involves the pursuit and recovery 
of insurance benefits for policyholders; 
he has secured many millions of dollars in 
insurance benefits to resolve third party 
and first party coverage claims. 

Mr. Shapiro litigates cases at the trial and appellate levels in both 
state and federal courts. His litigation practice includes bench and jury 
trials, administrative proceedings, appellate advocacy, and arbitration and 
other forms of alternative dispute resolution.

Mr. Shapiro succeeded in expanding the rights of policyholders in in-
surance bad faith litigation in Colorado, when he convinced the Colorado 
Supreme Court to interpret the Colorado Consumer Protection Act to 
apply to the insurance industry and to bad faith claim-handling practices.

Mr. Shapiro is a partner at the Denver-based firm of Shapiro Bieging 
Barber Otteson.

COLORADO

Stephen B. Shapiro 

4582 South Ulster Street Parkway, Suite 1650, Denver, CO 80237
p: 720.488.0220, f: 720.488.7711

sbs@sbbolaw.com  •  www.sbbolaw.com

DENVER
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A versatile, highly experienced, complex case trial lawyer, John O’Connor 

has for over 25 years devoted a significant portion of his practice to  

attorneys and attorney fee disputes, both as an expert witness and as a 

litigator.  From years of evaluating, assessing, and litigating fees, O’Connor 

brings a depth of expertise and context as an expert witness that only  

an experienced litigator can offer in fee disputes.  

O’Connor has tried a wide variety of cases in federal, state and  

arbitration courts throughout the country, including not only professional 

liability, attorney fee, and law firm buy-out cases, but also patent, anti-trust, 

civil RICO, ADA/disability discrimination, civil rights, employment,  

insurance coverage and bad faith, construction, product liability, toxic tort, 

defamation, fraud and contract, real estate, white collar criminal, and sports 

management, among others. This experience allows him to distinguish 

between efficiency and inefficiency in litigation management.

He has frequently associated with other firms to provide trial and  

deposition assistance, either on behalf of a separate co-party or as  

co-counsel, and often serves as local counsel.  O’Connor and Associates 

prides itself on being cooperative, responsive, and efficient. 

John O’Connor 

201 Mission Street, Suite 710, San Francisco, CA  94105
p: 415.693.9960, f: 415.692.6537

www.joclaw.com

CALIFORNIA SAN FRANCISCO

O’Connor and Associates
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THE HUNT LAW GROUP, LLC,  
was founded on the premise  

that - whatever the type of case -  
trial skills matter.  We have the  
results to prove it.

 Our core philosophy is that  
trial-readiness achieves the best 
results, regardless of whether the  
case proceeds to trial.  Our practice 
encompasses: business litigation,  
tort and product defense, profes-
sional liability litigation and insurance 
coverage disputes.  Our clients  
include insurers, self-insureds, publicly-held companies, indi-
vidual  business professionals, and medium and small business 
owners.  We represent the complex business concerns of  
sophisticated clients, especially when they need to communicate 
with a jury.  Our clients tell us that we are distinguished by the 
passion and commitment we bring to their conflicts, before and 
after litigation begins.

We are trial lawyers for business people.

ILLINOIS

Brian Hunt

20 N. Wacker Drive, Suite 1711, Chicago, IL 60606
p: 312.384.2300, f: 312.443.9391

www.hunt-lawgroup.com

CHICAGO

The Hunt Law Group, LLC

John Petrullo is a Los Angeles based corporate trial lawyer who for the past 
20 years has been providing clients trusted legal advocacy across a broad 

spectrum of business and corporate high stakes litigation needs. 
John has successfully defended local and national businesses, including 

Fortune 250 industrial and services corporations, entrepreneurial companies, 
as well as other private and public entities in actions ranging from antitrust 
violations, commercial disputes, consumer-based actions, corporate fraud, 
environmental health, FICRA, freight & transport, healthcare fraud & abuse, 
officer & director liability, nursing home liability, product liability, unfair  
competition & business practices, wrongful termination  (the ”whistleblower”) 
and class actions.

He has tried 9 bench trials and 89 jury trials to verdict throughout the  
state of California as well as in Boston, Baltimore, Madison, New York City, 
Philadelphia and Seattle.  

In and out of the courtroom, John is widely recognized by his peers for  
his professionalism, providing a voice for his clients . . . and winning.  He has 
held an AV peer review rating since 1999 and is a longstanding member  
of the American Board of Trial Advocates (ABOTA), the Association of Business 
Trial Lawyers (ABTL), the Defense Research Institute (Trial Lawyers’ Division), 
and the ABA (Corporate and Trial sections). 

In addition John sets aside a substantial portion of his time serving as  
pro bono counsel for Bet Tzedek Legal Services and Catholic Charities.  

 “My passion is seeing my clients walk out of a courtroom on their terms 
with their head held high, their reputation intact, and knowing that we did the 
right thing.”

John Petrullo 

222 N. Sepulveda Blvd., Suite 806, El Segundo, CA  90245
p: 213.627.0400, f: 213.627.0402

john@petrullollp.com  •  www:petrullollp.com

CALIFORNIA EL SEGUNDO

Petrullo LLP
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For international business transactions, international arbitration is the dispute resolution mechanism 
of choice. While not without room for improvement, international commercial arbitration offers distinct 
advantages over litigating in the public courts of one’s counterparty, including a neutral forum, control 
over the selection of arbitrators, and a final, enforceable and transportable award. Other advantages 
include relative confidentiality and the opportunity to tailor the proceedings to the needs of the parties.

SAVE 25% with Promo Code 534254

Visit lawcatalog.com or call (877) 807-8076

LawJournalPress.com

NEW BOOK!

International Arbitration: Commercial 
and Investment Treaty Law and Practice
by Elliot E. Polebaum 

New subscribers only. 
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John Refermat is an AV Peer Review 
Rated trial lawyer whose experience 

includes complex civil and commercial 
litigation, real property tax certiorari/
condemnation/eminent domain, zon-
ing and municipal/land use litigation, 
environmental matters, securities 
arbitration, construction litigation and a 
variety of employment matters.  Also an 
experienced appellate advocate, John 
has successfully prepared and argued 
appeals before various departments  
of the New York State Appellate Division 
and the United States Court of Appeals 
for the Second Circuit.

John’s commercial litigation practice includes a wide variety of  
shareholder/partner/limited liability entity disputes, contested  
dissolutions, trademark, licensing, unfair competition, defamation and 
other business torts, warranty and Uniform Commercial Code issues, 
and restrictive covenants/non-compete/solicitation agreements; he 
also has experience with international trade/commerce. John has an 
expansive practice representing property owners, school districts and 
municipalities in a wide range of real property assessment matters, 
including energy generation and emissions credits, and issues involving 
tax exemptions and unique properties.

John brings to every case uniquely creative and strategic approaches 
that he has developed over twenty years of practice.

NEW YORK ROCHESTER

John T. Refermat, Esq.

130 East Main St , Rochester, NY 14604 
p: 585.454.5650, f: 585.269.3077

jrefermat@lacykatzen.com  •  www.lacykatzen.com

Lacy Katzen LLP

J. Richard “Rick” Barry is managing 
partner of Barry, Thaggard, May  

& Bailey, LLP. He has been licensed to 
practice law since 1979 and has been 
admitted to practice before all courts  
in the State of Mississippi, including  
the United States federal districts  
courts for the Northern and Southern 
District Courts, as well as the Fifth 
Circuit Court of Appeals.

Mr. Barry was inducted as a  
member of the American Board of  
Trial Advocates (ABOTA) and has 
earned an AV Preeminent Peer  
Review Rating from Martindale-Hubbell, showing the highest 
ethical commitment and legal knowledge.

Mr. Barry is an active member of the Mississippi Bar, having 
served as the President of the Young Lawyers Section from  
1986-1987, and recently elected as President of the Mississippi 
Bar.  In addition, he served as Chair of the Healthcare Section  
of the Mississippi Bar.

 Mr. Barry’s primary practice involves civil litigation and 
healthcare.

MISSISSIPPI

J. Richard Barry

505 Constitution Ave., Meridian, MS 39301
p: 601.693.2393

Barry@barrypalmerlaw.com  •  www.barrypalmerlaw.com

MERIDIAN

Barry, Palmer, Thaggard,  
May & Bailey, LLP

TOP  RATEDLAWYERS
2 0 1 6  E D I T I O N

T H E  D E F I N I T I V E  G U I D E  T O  L E G A L  R E P R E S E N T A T I O N

™

Intellectual Property Law

Paul B. Overhauser and his Firm take pride in providing  

exceptional service by lawyers who are “Dedicated, Responsive, 

Effective and Efficient.”  He has helped hundreds of technology-based 

companies and  individuals grow their businesses and protect their 

intellectual property rights. He is a registered patent attorney, and 

has obtained hundreds of patents. Mr. Overhauser is an experienced 

litigator. In addition to having obtained a jury verdict well into seven 

figures, he has handled over 400 infringement cases covering patents, 

trademarks, copyrights, trade secrets and other complex business 

matters. He has successfully represented both plaintiffs and defendants 

nationally, and has authored dozens of articles and Continuing  

Legal Education presentations.

Paul B. Overhauser

101 W Ohio, Suite 2000, Indianapolis, IN 46204
p: 317.891.1500

poverhauser@overhauser.com • www.overhauser.com

INDIANA INDIANAPOLIS

Overhauser Law Offices, LLC
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