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The following section features attorneys who have demonstrated leadership qualities and have achieved  

the AV Preeminent rating by Martindale-Hubbell®. 

Martindale-Hubbell®, the company that has long set the standard for lawyer ratings, has supplied ALM with  

a list of Top Rated Lawyers who have achieved an AV® Preeminent® Peer Review Rating, the highest rating in  

legal ability and ethical standards. To create this section, Martindale-Hubbell® tapped its comprehensive data-

base of Martindale-Hubbell® Peer Review Ratings™ to identify lawyers who have been rated by their peers to  

be AV® Preeminent™. 

Martindale Hubbell Peer Review Ratings are driven by the confidential opinions of lawyers and members of 

the judiciary who receive invitations from Martindale-Hubbell®, via an online survey or by mail, to provide reviews 

of lawyers of whom they have professional knowledge.

A complete directory of all AV® Preeminent™ lawyers can be found online at Lawyers.com® and Martindale.

com, in the Martindale-Hubbell® Law Directory in print and CD-ROM formats, and online through the LexisNexis® 

services and at lexis.com. Attorneys shown do not constitute the full list of “Top Rated Lawyers” 

TOP  RATEDLAWYERS
2 0 1 6  E D I T I O N

T H E  D E F I N I T I V E  G U I D E  T O  L E G A L  R E P R E S E N T A T I O N

™

Trust & EstatesTOP  RATEDLAWYERS
2 0 1 6  E D I T I O N

T H E  D E F I N I T I V E  G U I D E  T O  L E G A L  R E P R E S E N T A T I O N

™Women Leaders in the Law

Virginia L. Lawson has been 
practicing law in Kentucky since 

graduating from the Brandeis School 
of Law at the University of Louisville 
in 1984. She practices in the areas of 
real estate, business, and probate, 
including litigation, contracts, closings, 
foreclosures, and brokerage. Professional 
liability carriers retain her to defend real 
estate brokers, appraisers, auctioneers, 
and home inspectors in state courts and 
administrative agencies. Ms. Lawson is 
active throughout Kentucky as a mediator. She has been retained 
numerous times as a consultant in real estate litigation.

Ms. Lawson has taught real estate pre-license and continuing 
education classes for universities, proprietary schools, real estate 
foundations, state licensing agencies, and brokerages. She is the 
author of seven books: Kentucky Real Estate Law, Sales Contracts 
for the Real Estate Professional, AMP Real Estate Exam Preparation, 
Kentucky Real Estate License Law Tutorial, Law of Agency, Kentucky 
Real Estate License Law Handbook, and Don’t Let Wills, Estates & 
Trusts Be the Death of You.

KENTUCKY

Virginia L. Lawson

Virginia L. Lawson
& Associates, P.S.C.

3306 Clays Mill Road, Suite 107, Lexington, Kentucky 40503
p: 859.233.1882 • vlawson@vlawson.com

LEXINGTON

Jeffrey H. Skatoff is the managing 
attorney of a law firm practicing in 

the areas of tax law, estate planning, 
probate administration, and probate, 
trust and guardianship litigation 
throughout Florida.

Mr. Skatoff started his career in 
1991 as a trial attorney in the Honors 
Program of the Tax Division at the 
Department of Justice in Washington 
DC. He litigated cases on behalf of the 
federal government and was awarded 
the Outstanding Attorney Award for 
Superior Performance during his tenure at the Department of 
Justice. Mr. Skatoff left government service in 1995 and has been 
a practicing attorney since that time. He is a member of the Tax 
Court and the Court of Federal Claims Bar. Mr. Skatoff received his 
undergraduate degree from Duke University, his law degree from 
Washington University School, and his Master of Laws in Taxation 
from Georgetown University.

Mr. Skatoff, who is “AV” rated by Martindale-Hubbard, is a 
regular speaker and author on the topics of tax, estate planning, and 
probate and a frequent on-air legal commentator for CNN. Given 
his extensive experience as a Florida probate lawyer, Mr. Skatoff also 
serves as a mediator in contested Florida probate and trust matters.

FLORIDA

Jeffrey H. Skatoff

PALM BEACH GARDENS

3399 PGA Boulevard, Suite 450, Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33410
tel: 561.842.4868, fax: 561.542.6244

jskatoff@clarkskatoff.com • www.clarkskatoff.com
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