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When Thomas V. Girardi opened the doors of the Girardi 
Firm in downtown Los Angeles in 1965, he had a vision 

of building a law firm that would help anyone who had been 
injured, by providing excellent counsel and a willingness to 
go to court to help them achieve a measure of justice.” There 
is a moral component to every one of our cases, and that’s 
been true since day one,” says Girardi. “That’s allowed us to 
create a world-class law firm that’s truly here for the little guy.” 
That philosophy has made Girardi I Keese into a firm that 
has succeeded far beyond Girardi’s original dream. Today, it 
employs 30 lawyers and 30 law clerks in an office downtown 
where “there’s always something happening,” reports, 
partner, David Lira. The firm has achieved more than 20 billion 
in verdicts and settlements during its history, including $4.85 
billion against a pharmaceutical company for harm caused 
by one of its drugs; $2.2 billion for California consumers 
defrauded by a power company in the California energy 
crisis; $785 million against an aviation firm; $633 million for 
the residents of Hinkley, California, against a power company; 
and $545 million in a class action against an insurance group. 
While big dollars tell part of the story of Girardi I Keese, it 
leaves out the larger impact the firm has on the thousands 
of people who walk through its doors, “one of the things 
that’s most amazing about torn and the fum is that it’s still 
a firm that represents a single individual who suffered an 
injury because it’s the right thing to do,” says partner Robert 
Finnerty. Because of that, leading trial lawyers including 
David Lira, Bob Finnerty, Amy Solomon, James O’Callahan, 
John Girardi, David Bigelow, Keith Griffin, John Courtney and 
Andre Rekte, Bigelow, and Jack Girardi have amassed more 
million-dollar results in California than any other plaintiff firm. 
For more info go to www.law.com/socalbest “And now;’ says 
Lira, “we’re creating a whole new generation of trial lawyers 
who will be here to help those who’ve been injured.” In the 
past few months, two of the firm’s younger lawyers achieved 
magnificent results. Christopher Aumais had a jury return $3.3 
million (the offer was $100,000) and Alexandra Steele was 
successful in obtaining a jury verdict of $2.4 million (the offer 
was $250,000). The firm takes great pride in its results and the 
character of its lawyers, as well as the preparation it brings to 
each case. “One thing that sets us apart is the resource we 
can dedicate to a case,” says Lira. The firm conducts millions 
of dollars of research on its own dime, hiring the best experts 
to ensure each client has the best shot at justice. “And we do 
this almost always with absolutely no cost to the client unless 
we win.” “Always, always there have been the fundamentals 
that existed then and do now,” says Solomon, who joined the 
firm in 1986 as a law clerk, “we have the passionate desire 

Girardi | Keese Lawyers
1126 Wilshire Boulevard, 
Los Angeles, CA 90017

to fight for the little guy. And to help people who have been 
harmed get their lives back to the best that it can be done, 
and to do that in the most professional and ethical way. But 
always, we have an eye on putting 12 jurors in the box and 
letting the civil justice system do what it does best. That has 
never changed and will never change.” “We all learned from 
the beginning from torn that being a trial lawyer is [about] the 
ultimate warrior for the voiceless,” she says. A world-class law 
firm with unsurpassed results. For 46 years, Girardi I Keese 
has set the standard for excellence in law practice.
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Offices Worldwide
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1-877-482-1010

Founded in 1982, Major, Lindsey & Africa is the world’s largest and most 
experienced legal search firm. Combining local market knowledge and 
a global recruiting network, MLA has earned recognition for its track 
record of successful General Counsel, Corporate Counsel, Partner,  
Associate and Law Firm Management placements. MLA also provides 
law firms and companies with highly specialized legal professionals on 
project, interim and temporary-to-permanent hire basis.

With more than 20 locations worldwide–in London, Hong Kong,  
Tokyo, Sydney and cities across the U.S.–and strategic alliances in 
Beijing and Seoul–MLA recruiters are dedicated to understanding 
and meeting clients’ and candidates’ needs while maintaining the 
highest degree of professionalism and confidentiality.

MLA considers every search a diversity search and has been commit-
ted to diversity in the law since its inception. For these reasons, MLA 
was voted the “Best Legal Recruiter” in 2015 in The National Law 
Journal and Legal Times. To learn more about MLA, visit our website 
at www.mlaglobal.com.
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This practical guide provides a fresh linear approach to due diligence 

procedures. Chivers delivers the right mix of real-life examples and 

practical tools to help you move more quickly and intelligently.

SAVE 25% with Promo Code 558040
Visit: at.law.com/dd2015 or Call 877-807-8076
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Due Diligence in Securities Offerings
 by Corey R. Chivers

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Corey R. Chivers is a partner in Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP’s Capital Markets practice. He has represented 

corporations, investment banks, national governments and multinational financial institutions in a wide range 

of public and private securities offerings, including initial public offerings, major high-yield transactions and 

investment grade debt offerings.
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isa Cresci McLaughlin, a 

partner at Phillips, Goldman, 

McLaughlin & Hall, has more than 

20 years of litigation and trial 

experience representing clients 

in claims including premises liability, product liability, toxic 

torts, gas and electric utility liability, personal injury, medical 

malpractice and contract disputes.
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1200 N. Broom Street, Wilmington, DE 19806
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Segal McCambridge  
joins American Lawyer  
Media in recognizing  
William F. Mahoney  
as a 2016 Top  
Rated Lawyer  
in Mass Torts.
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