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One Financial Plaza, Suite 1100
100 Southeast Third Avenue, Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33394

Tel: 954.449.8700 | Fax: 954.763.6093 | jaycohenlaw.com

Jay Cohen was recently selected by America’s Top 100 Attorneys® to 

receive its Lifetime Achievement Award. In the last two years, he has 

been named Most Effective Lawyers Finalist in the medical malpractice 

category by the Daily Business Review. He has also been named by his 

peers to Florida Trend’s Florida Legal Elite, Florida Super Lawyers, The 

Best Lawyers in America, and Best Law Firm for 2017. 

Jay has been elected to serve as a member of The Florida Bar’s Board 

of Governors and the Board of the Urban League of Broward County. 

He has taught law at Nova Southeastern University Law School and 

St. Thomas University School of Law. Jay was an undergraduate 

at the University of Florida and received his J.D. at South Texas 

College of Law.

Jay Cohen
Plaintiff Personal Injury and Medical Malpractice

TOP  RATEDLAWYERS
2 0 1 6  E D I T I O N

T H E  D E F I N I T I V E  G U I D E  T O  L E G A L  R E P R E S E N T A T I O N

™

The following section features attorneys who have demonstrated  leadership qualities and have achieved the 

AV Preeminent rating by Martindale-Hubbell®. 

Martindale-Hubbell®, the company that has long set the standard for lawyer ratings, has supplied ALM with a 

list of Top Rated Lawyers who have achieved an AV® Preeminent® Peer Review Rating, the highest rating in legal 

ability and ethical standards. To create this section, Martindale-Hubbell® tapped its comprehensive database 

of Martindale-Hubbell® Peer Review Ratings™ to identify lawyers who have been rated by their peers to be AV® 

Preeminent™. 

Martindale Hubbell Peer Review Ratings are driven by the confidential opinions of lawyers and members 

of the judiciary who receive invitations from Martindale-Hubbell®, via an online survey or by mail, to provide 

reviews of lawyers of whom they have professional knowledge.

A complete directory of all AV® Preeminent™ lawyers can be found online at Lawyers.com® and Martindale.

com, in the Martindale-Hubbell® Law Directory in print and CD-ROM formats, and online through the 

LexisNexis® services and at lexis.com. Attorneys shown do not constitute the full list of “Top Rated Lawyers” 
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FloridA Ft. LauderdaLe

osvaldo F. torres, esq. is 1987 graduate of the 
university of Pennsylvania Law School where he 

served as editor-in-Chief of the Penn Law Forum. For 
the entirety of his professional career Mr. torres has 
focused on assisting clients negotiate and effect complex 
corporate transactions, including securities offerings (both 
public and private), mergers and acquisitions and cross 
border joint ventures. 

Mr. torres has nearly 30 years of broad-based 
experience in corporate transactions, the private 
placement of equity and debt securities, licensing, 
distribution and production of entertainment content, and 
general corporate, limited liability company, and general 
business matters. He has represented companies, large 
and small, in their day-to-day operations. 

a significant portion of Mr. torres’ practice includes 
preparing offering documents for real estate investment 
clients and others. For the past 6 years, Mr. torres has 
been immersed in the eB-5 industry, where his rich 
experience in complex legal matters has allowed him 
to successfully represent regional centers and projects 
with their corporate structuring and securities offerings 
matters. Mr. torres has worked on numerous eB-5 
offerings, including those involving hotel development, 
multi-family residential construction, senior independent 
living complexes, healthcare companies, restaurants, 
franchise concepts and others. 

Mr. torres frequently speaks at eB-5 conferences on 
securities issues and other aspects of the eB-5 practice. 
Mr. torres is a member of the eB-5 SeC roundtable, a 
group of distinguished securities law practitioners in the eB-5 space. He also serves on IIuSa’s President’s advisory 
Council and on its Compliance, Public Policy and editorial Committees. In addition, he also serves on the Steering 
Committee for the eB-5 Investment Coalition. Mr. torres is rated aV® Preeminent by Martindale-Hubbell, ranked 
a top 15 eB-5 Securities attorney by eB-5 Investors Magazine and was selected as a Medallion Partner by NeS 
Financial. Mr. torres is also rated by avvo as a “Superb” attorney, the highest available rating offered by avvo, which 
uses a completely objective model to evaluate attorneys.

In the past, Mr. torres worked as a corporate and securities attorney at several large and prestigious firms, 
including Schulte roth & Zabel in New York City and Greenberg traurig in Miami. He has also served as Senior Vice 
President and General Counsel for telemundo Group, the Spanish-language television network, and for HBO Latin 
america, the premiere cable programmer in Latin america.

Mr. torres considers himself, above all, a deal lawyer and his principal goal is to see deals successfully close, 
especially in the seemingly ever-evolving eB-5 space. For that reason, one of the most rewarding aspects of being 
an eB-5 securities attorney for Mr. torres is helping clients through the often confusing and complex eB-5 regulatory 
maze. to date, Mr. torres has counseled on eB-5 and other offerings for projects valued over $5 billion. 

OsvaldO F. TOrres, esq.

torres Law, P.a.
888 S. e. third avenue, Suite 400

Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 33316
Main: 754.300.5815 | direct: 754.300.5816 | Fax: 305.647-6407

ozzie@torreslaw.net | skype:  torreslaw | twitter:  torreslaw
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FloridA Boca Raton

randall K. Roger is rated AV Preeminent® by Martindale-Hubbell®. The 
Firm concentrates its practice in the area of community associations, 

representing homeowner, condominium and cooperative associations, 
throughout the State. Since 1986, Mr. Roger has worked in the area of 
community associations; originally working with developers of large 
homeowner and condominium associations. Subsequently, over the past 
25 years, Mr. Roger has focused his practice on the issues and concerns 
faced by boards of directors for homeowner, condominium and cooperative 
associations in South Florida. The Firm represents hundreds of associations 
throughout the state of Florida. During such time, Mr. Roger has addressed a 
myriad of issues which confront community associations, including covenant 
enforcement, document interpretation and amendments, collections, 
foreclosure, bankruptcy, litigation, regulatory issues and corporate matters; 
providing concise, explicit responses to the issues and concerns of his clients. 
Mr. Roger graduated from George Washington University and The Ohio State 
University Moritz College of Law and served on the Honor Council and as an 
editor on the Ohio State Journal on Dispute Resolution.

621 NW 53rd St. Suite 300
Boca Raton, FL 33487

p: 561.988.5598, f: 561.988.1318

Randall K. RogeR

Randall K. RogeR & associates, P.a.

Condominium association law, Homeowners association law,  
Collections and litigation for community associations
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Hicks, Porter, ebenfeld & stein, P.A.

The firm congratulates the Martindale-Hubbell AV Rated® Partners 
for being selected as Top Rated Lawyers by ALM

www.mhickslaw.com

MiaMi
799 Brickell Plaza, Suite 900, Miami, FL 33131 | ph: 305.374.8171 | fax: 305.372.8038

Broward
11011 Sheridan Street, Suite 104, Hollywood, FL 33026 | ph: 954.624.8700 |  fax: 954.624.8064

Offices in Tampa and Gainesville  

Hicks, Porter, Ebenfeld & Stein, P.A. offers services in the following fields:
AppellAte, InsurAnce coverAge And BAd FAIth, InsurAnce deFense, commercIAl 

lItIgAtIon, products lIABIlIty, AdmIrAlty And mArItIme lAw, medIcAl mAlprActIce

Mark Hicks Dinah S. SteinCindy L. EbenfeldSteven H. Preston Gary A. MagnariniIrene Porter

Top Rated Lawyers
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When preparing for trial, attorney Phillip J. Sheehe—founding partner of Sheehe & 
Associates, P.A.—spares no expense with his time or his money. Sheehe will spend months 
poring over thousands of documents, interviewing scores of witnesses, and lining up experts 
from across the country. As the trial date approaches, Sheehe has been known to work 15 
hours a day, seven days a week. 

“We don’t cut corners,” Sheehe says. “Our theory is that when we go into  
a courtroom we want to give our client the best opportunity to win, which means leaving  
no stone unturned.” 

Sheehe is AV® Preeminent™ rated by Martindale-Hubbell®—the organization’s highest 
rating for legal ability and professional ethics—and has handled 
complex litigation for more than three decades. He focuses his 
practice on commercial, products liability, and insurance cases that 
often require several weeks, if not months, to try. Indeed, one of 
Sheehe’s cases involved a six-month jury trial in Miami that resulted in 
a favorable outcome against a national products company. 

With offices in Miami, Lake Mary and Pensacola, Sheehe is able to 
represent major corporations and individuals throughout the state of 
Florida. He also handles cases in federal court, and makes a point of 
taking on a range of cases so that he can remain skilled in multiple 
areas. “Being in the courtroom and fighting for my clients brings me 
a lot of pleasure,” he says. “I enjoy winning, and I’m good at it.”

phillip j. sheehe

legal  leaders

South Florida 
One BIScAyne TOWer, SuITe 2650
2 SOuTH BIScAyne BOuLeVArd 
MIAMI, FL 33131
PH: 305.379.3515 | FAx: 305.379.5404

WWW.SHeeHeAndASSOcIATeS.cOM

Central Florida
100 cOLOnIAL cenTer  
PArkWAy, SuITe 240 
LAke MAry, FL 32746
PH: 407.321.1413 | FAx: 407.321.2977

PSHeeHe@SHeeHeAndASSOcIATeS.cOM 

penSaCola
21 eAST GArden STreeT 
SuITe 204
PenSAcOLA, FL 32501
PH: 850.438.3997

Sheehe & ASSociAteS, PA
commerciAl l it igAtion, inSurAnce l it igAtion

P h i l l i P  J . S h e e h e 
Civil litigation & trial PraCtiCe
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FloridA CORAL GABLES

Born in San Juan. Admitted to bar in Illinois, Puerto Rico, and Florida.

Education. – Georgetown University (B.A., summa cum laude, 1974); Who’s Who Among 

Students in American Universities and Colleges; Yale Law School (J.D., 1978); New York University 

School of Law (L.L.M., in Taxation, 1979); Certified Public Accountant in Florida and Puerto Rico, 

1975 (inactive). 

Post & Romero. – Founding partner of Post & Romero, a law firm that handles complicated 

matters on insurance, reinsurance, insurance pools, subrogation, commercial fraud, government 

regulatory matters, arbitration, litigation, joint ventures, commercial breakups, multi-jurisdictional 

litigation and transactions, cross-border transactions, and other matters. 

Arbitrator. – Panels: American Arbitration Association since 1995; International Centre for 

International Dispute (ICDR); Certified Circuit Mediator in Florida; International Institute for Panels 

of Conflict Prevention & Resolution, Distinguished Neutral- Insurance policyholder coverage, 

Certified Public Accountants, Miami ADR, Real estate, Cross-Border, and Taxation Panels; 

Certified Arbitrator by Tribunal General de Justicia of Puerto Rico; Umpire in Arias-US initiated 

reinsurance arbitration; Chartered Arbitrator of The Chartered Institute of Arbitrators.

Carlos a. romero, Jr.

3195 Ponce De Leon Blvd., Suite 400, Coral Gables, FL 33134  
Ph: 305.445.0014 | Fax: 305.445.6872  

car@postandromero.com

Post & romero

TAXATION, BUSINESS LAW, STATE AND FEDERAL TAXATION 
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Client Access is at Our Core.  FLEITAS PLLC is a law firm dedicated to developing lasting relationships with clients whose focus 
is on business, banking, and real estate law. Our law firm promotes an environment of client-access, where our clients benefit from 
direct communication (from concept to completion) with seasoned business, banking, real estate and construction professionals. The 
attorney-client relationships we foster increase the effectiveness of our representation and allows us to zealously advocate on matters 
of interest to our clients.

Our Practice. Our Firm is committed to being at the forefront of South Florida’s booming business, banking, real estate and construction 
industries. South Florida is a strategic destination for our target practice areas, which drives both the local and international marketplace. 
Today’s complex and ever-changing regulatory environment has become especially difficult to traverse. We make sure our clients are 
attuned to current trends in the marketplace, and provide cutting-edge counsel across the Firm’s practice segments. We draw on 
our collective experience and training to provide legal guidance and strategic planning advice to assist our clients in balancing their 
objectives. Insight into the nuisances of foreign legal systems is essential in South Florida. This is true not only for handling cross-
border business transactions which abound in today’s global economy, but in providing clients with a comparative analysis between 
the laws of their native country and Florida law. We advise our clients by using our knowledge of the law they are accustomed to, 
and differentiating it with Florida law to provide them with an accurate and clear legal guidance. Our Firm focuses on providing 
comprehensive legal counsel and advice on a wide array of real estate investments in South Florida. Our attorneys are well-versed in 
navigating and negotiating real estate transactions across all cross-sections of the real estate industry, including: Contract Drafting 
and Negotiation; Real Estate Finance; Acquisition; Development; Disposition; Leasing; as well as Workouts and Asset Repositioning. 

Large Firm Representation, Small Firm Attention. As a boutique law firm, we are passionate about helping small businesses thrive. 
Every entity begins as a start-up, and we know that (especially at the beginning) every dollar counts. That is why at FLEITAS PLLC we 
pride ourselves on being practical.  Established businesses have been around the block, and can always hire larger law firms to handle 
their business needs. Our clients, however, understand that the size of our Miami law firm gives us the flexibility to promote our client-
access model. This streamlined approach, provides for legal representation that is much more cost-effective for the client.

Our clients come from all over the world, but the common thread among them is the desire to have a lawyer that is accessible. At FLEITAS 
PLLC talented and accomplished attorneys and staff members are committed to our client-access model. When retaining FLEITAS PLLC 
you get an indispensable legal resource that is available to you when you need it. We take the time to get to know our clients, and we 
take pride in understanding both their business and personal needs. Our clients receive comprehensive legal representation from an 
attorney they can talk to, and who understands the full scope of their short-term objectives and long-term goals.

OCEAN BANK BUILDING
782 New Lejeune Road Suite 430 Miami, Florida 33126

Tel: 305.442.1443 | Fax: 305.442.9944
www.fleitaslaw.com
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FloridA Boca Raton

Attorney Michael K. Grife, Esq., has been representing seriously injured victims of negligence 
in South Florida for over a decade. Mr. Grife founded the Grife Law Firm in 2014 with the 

mission of providing his clients with the very best legal representation possible in a luxurious 
setting in order to maximize their financial recovery and their comfort. His representative cases 
include: wrongful death auto negligence for the survivors of a 6-year-old girl killed in a car wreck; 
medical malpractice for a young Baker acted gentleman who was allowed to elope and throw 
himself in front of a truck causing catastrophic injuries; wrongful death premises liability for the 
family of an adult landscaper who drowned to death when he fell into a dangerous country club 
pool; automobile negligence and errors and omissions case for a Boca Raton gentleman who 
suffered traumatic brain injury in a hit-and-run automobile crash. 

the hard work and tenacity that Mr. Grife has put into representing injury victims has 
been recognized by several legal organization and his peers. He is aV-Preeminent Rated by 
Martindale-Hubbell. among some of his other honors, Mr. Grife has been named a Rising Star by 
Florida Super Lawyers, a top attorney in america by Rue Ratings, 10 out of 10 “Superb” rating 
and clients’ choice award from aVVo and america’s Most Honored Professionals by american 
Registry. While Mr. Grife is honored and humbled by this recognition, it is the positive feedback 
from his clients that provides him with the most satisfaction. 

Michael K. Grife

the atrium at Broken Sound
6111 Broken Sound Parkway nW, Suite 130, Boca Raton, FL 33487

o: 561.998.0770  |  F: 561.998.0778
mike@thegrifelawfirm.com  |  thegrifelawfirm.com

FloridA Boca Raton

led by Principals Peter L. Gladstone and Jeffrey a. Weissman, the attorneys at Gladstone 
& Weissman, P.a., represent their clients with exceptionally high levels of compassion and 

integrity. Dedicated to first-class client service and legal counsel, the firm provides discreet, 
sensitive counsel on a full range of complex marital and family law matters, from pre-nuptial 
agreements and property distribution, to alimony and parenting plans.

Gladstone & Weissman’s attorneys recognize that dissolving a marriage can be a traumatic 
experience for the entire family. as such, they understand and respect their clients’ fears and 
concerns – both at the outset of a divorce and throughout the legal process. Believing the best 
resolution is one that reduces emotionality, they seek to resolve each case so the couple can 
exit their marriage with dignity.

Widely respected by clients and peers alike for its expert approach to family law, Gladstone 
& Weissman strives to resolve legal matters amicably to protect client privacy and reduce the 
emotional and financial strain of protracted litigation. However, when litigation is inevitable, the 
firm’s attorneys are highly skilled, successful trial lawyers.

Gladstone & Weissman is recognized by U.S. News & World Report as a “Best Law Firm” and 
its principals are Board certified in Marital and Family Law, and aV-Rated by Martindale Hubbell. 
Each of them also has received high legal honors for excellence in his practice. together with 
the firm’s staff of attorneys, they bring extensive expertise and high quality legal representation 
to every case and each client.

101 n Federal Hwy #702, Boca Raton, FL 33432
Ph: 561.447.2274

Peter L. GLadstone &  
Jeffrey a. Weissman



       DAILY BUSINESS REVIEW    TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 2016    dailybusinessreview.com   A19

CONSUMER LAW | PERSONAL INJURY LAW AND INSURANCE LAW

Dillon Graham is an AV® Peer Review Rated Lawyer who has been 
named to “Super Lawyers,” “Legal Elite,” and “Who’s Who in 
American Law.”

Mr. Graham has 30 years of experience exclusively related to civil trial 
law and has extensive experience in the areas of consumer law, personal 
injury and insurance law. Mr. Graham is the founder of Graham Legal, 
P.A., and has dedicated his career to protecting consumers against those 
that have caused them harm due to their wrongful  behavior including 
foreclosure defense, and personal injury. Mr. Graham’s philosophy is 
that good people deserve to be protected.

The law firm of Graham Legal believes that quality legal representation 
should not be limited to those who can afford large fees. Therefore,  
they have made it their mission to represent individuals and their families 
against corporate entities and other large institutions who refuse to  
treat them fairly.

Mr. Graham is a member of the Florida Bar, U.S. Supreme Court Bar, 
and U.S. District Courts of Florida.

Foreclosure Defense | Graham Legal, P.A.
O: 305-445-9185   F: 305-444-8015
814 Ponce de Leon Boulevard. Ste 410, Coral Gables, FL 33134
info@GrahamLegalPA.com | www.GrahamLegalPA.com

Dillon Graham

CONSUMER LAW | PERSONAL INJURY LAW AND INSURANCE LAW

Dillon Graham is an AV® Peer Review Rated Lawyer who has been 
named to “Super Lawyers,” “Legal Elite,” and “Who’s Who in 
American Law.”

Mr. Graham has 30 years of experience exclusively related to civil trial 
law and has extensive experience in the areas of consumer law, personal 
injury and insurance law. Mr. Graham is the founder of Graham Legal, 
P.A., and has dedicated his career to protecting consumers against those 
that have caused them harm due to their wrongful  behavior including 
foreclosure defense, and personal injury. Mr. Graham’s philosophy is 
that good people deserve to be protected.

The law firm of Graham Legal believes that quality legal representation 
should not be limited to those who can afford large fees. Therefore,  
they have made it their mission to represent individuals and their families 
against corporate entities and other large institutions who refuse to  
treat them fairly.

Mr. Graham is a member of the Florida Bar, U.S. Supreme Court Bar, 
and U.S. District Courts of Florida.

Foreclosure Defense | Graham Legal, P.A.
O: 305-445-9185   F: 305-444-8015
814 Ponce de Leon Boulevard. Ste 410, Coral Gables, FL 33134
info@GrahamLegalPA.com | www.GrahamLegalPA.com

Dillon Graham
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William C. Davell is an established attorney 
with more than 40 years of experience, 

specializing in construction and banking 
litigation. He was a founding member of 
May, Meacham & Davell which firm has 
been in existence since 1992. The firm has a 
cost-efficient, results-oriented philosophy of 
litigating cases which in many instances has 
resulted in cutting edge rulings that have been 
upheld on appeal. This approach has resulted 
in the firm’s representation of a spectrum of 
clients from large, international firms to small 
closely held corporations and individuals.

Mr. Davell received his B.S. Summa Cum 
Laude and his M.B.A. from Wright State 
University and his J.D. Cum Laude from 
Stetson College of Law. He is AV Preeminent 
rated, admitted to practice before the 
Southern and Middle Districts of Florida, the 11th Circuit Court of Appeals and the 
U.S. Supreme Court. He has been actively involved in the Florida Bar serving on 
various committees and in the community serving on the board of 4Kids of South 
Florida, the Mayor’s Prayer breakfast committee and as a graduate and coach in 
Lifework Leadership.

William C. Davell

FLORIDA ForT LAUDerDALe

one Financial Plaza, Suite 2602, Fort Lauderdale 
FL 33394-1697 | Ph: 954.763.6006 

wdavell@mmdpa.com | www.mmdpa.com

florida • new york

Tama Beth Kudman represents individuals and corporations under 
investigation and/or prosecution by State, Federal and regulatory/

administrative agencies. She has extensive experience handling a variety of cases 
from the grand jury stage through trial, including: healthcare fraud; bank fraud; 
embezzlement; securities fraud; RICO; and Drug-Trafficking. Her work includes 
the representation of corporations in criminal and regulatory investigations, as 
well as internal investigations.

Ms. Kudman is known for developing novel defenses strategies, for her 
meticulous attention to detail, and for her ability to communicate effectively 
and powerfully with prosecutors and juries. With offices in South Florida and 
New York, Ms. Kudman treats her practice as a boutique. She prides herself 
on providing one-on-one attention to clients, updating them continuously 
throughout the process.

Ms. Kudman is rated AV PreeminentTM by Martindale-Hubbell, recognized 
by her peers for the highest level of legal abilities and professional ethical 
standards. She is also named in the 2015-2016 editions of Florida Super Lawyers® 
for White Collar Criminal Defense. She is also regularly invited to speak before 
organizations and news channels on legal issues. 

Tama BeTh Kudman 

SOUTH FLORIDA OFFICES |  p: 561.472.0811, f: 561.828.0210 
NEW YORK OFFICE |  p: 212.868.1010, f: 212.868.0013

 tama@tkudmanlaw.com  •  www.tkudmanlaw.com
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Jeffrey H. Skatoff is the managing attorney 
of a law firm practicing in the areas of tax 

law, estate planning, probate administration, 
and probate, trust and guardianship litigation 
throughout Florida.

Mr. Skatoff started his career in 1991 as a 
trial attorney in the Honors Program of the 
Tax Division at the Department of Justice 
in Washington DC. He litigated cases on 
behalf of the federal government and was 
awarded the Outstanding Attorney Award 
for Superior Performance during his tenure 
at the Department of Justice. Mr. Skatoff left 
government service in 1995 and has been a 
practicing attorney since that time. He is a 
member of the Tax Court and the Court of 
Federal Claims Bar. Mr. Skatoff received his 
undergraduate degree from Duke University, 
his law degree from Washington University School, and his Master of Laws in 
Taxation from Georgetown University. 

Mr. Skatoff, who is “AV” rated by Martindale-Hubbard, is a regular speaker and 
author on the topics of tax, estate planning, and probate and a frequent on-air 
legal commentator for CNN. Given his extensive experience as a Florida probate 
lawyer, Mr. Skatoff also serves as a mediator in contested Florida probate and 
trust matters.

Jeffrey H. Skatoff

FLORIDA PALM BEACH GARDENS

3399 PGA Boulevard, Suite 450, Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33410
tel: 561.842.4868, fax: 561.542.6244

jskatoff@clarkskatoff.com • www.clarkskatoff.com
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Adrian P. Thomas is the senior 

partner of a boutique law firm 

concentrating its practice in probate, 

estate, trust and guardianship litigation 

throughout the State of Florida.  

Mr. Thomas received his undergraduate 

degree from the University of Florida, 

his law degree from Nova Southeastern 

University, and his Masters of Law from 

the University of Miami. Mr. Thomas has 

been practicing in South Florida for  

20 years and his firm has represented 

more than 1,000 clients in estate-related disputes, both prosecuting and 

defending. Mr. Thomas is rated AV Preeminent® by Martindale-Hubbell, 

10-Superb by Avvo, and has been recognized by Florida Trend’s Legal 

Elite and South Florida’s Top Rated Lawyers.

ADRIAN PHILIP THOMAS, LL.M., J.D.

ADRIAN PHILIP THOMAS, P.A.
Suntrust Center, Suite 1050, 515 East Las Olas Boulevard,  

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301
ph: 800.249.8125 | fax: 954.764.7274

athomas@athomaslaw.com | www.florida-probate-lawyer.com

FLORIDA FOrT LAUdErdALE

Harry Payton represents domestic and 
international corporations and high 

net worth individuals in complex business 
litigation matters involving commercial 
real estate, commercial foreclosures and 
lender liability; corporate, shareholder and 
partnership disputes; litigation involving 
fine art; intra-family business disputes; 
probate, will and trust litigation; and 
professional malpractice cases involving 
attorneys, accountants, architects and 
engineers. He is one of 92 attorneys Board 
Certified by the Florida Bar in Civil Trial 
and Business Litigation, and has received Martindale-Hubbell’s highest peer 
review rating, “AV Preeminent® 5 out of 5,” for over 30 years.

Harry was appointed to serve on the Supreme Court of Florida’s Committee 
on Professionalism for the 11th Judicial Circuit, and serves on The Florida Bar’s 
Judicial Nominating Procedures Committee. In the ABA, he is a member of 
the Corporate Counsel Committee, Section of Litigation. Harry is a member 
of the International Network of Boutique Law Firms (INBLF) and lR Global, a 
leading international advisory network.

Harry a. Payton

2 S. Biscayne Blvd. Suite 1600, Miami, FL 33131 
ph: 305.372.3500 | fax: 305.577.4895

payton@payton-law.com | www.payton-law.com

FLORIDA MIAMI

COMPLEX COMMERCIAL LITIGATION, 
PROFESSIONAL LIABILITY, ART LAW

Payton & associates, LLc

Andrew Needle and 
Andrew Ellenberg handle 

catastrophic personal injury 
and wrongful death cases 
throughout Florida. For 
decades they’ve taken care 
of those who’ve suffered 
terrible injuries, or the loss of 
a family member, due to the 
carelessness of another person 
or corporation. 

When you, a loved one or 
someone you know is injured or killed due to poor medical care, a car, truck 
or plane crash, defective machinery, or an accident on the seas — we are your 
Florida personal injury experts. We take great pride in proving what went 
wrong, who’s responsible and making appropriate compensation for clients 
our mission. 

Andrew Ellenberg and Andrew Needle are AV® rated by Martindale-
Hubbell®, are each included in Best Lawyers in America®, Super Lawyers®, 
“Legal Elite” and the South Florida Legal Guide.

FLORIDA MIAMI

The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely on 
advertisements. Before you decide, ask us to send you free written information 
about our qualifications and experience.

Needle & Ellenberg, P.A.
1401 BRICKELL AVENUE, SUITE 900, MIAMI, FL 33131

T: 305.530.0000 | F: 305.530.1919
www.needleellenberg.com | info @needleellenberg.com

Needle & elleNberg, P.A.
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Ergio I. Fernandez is a tough 
litigator and skilled trial lawyer. 

From his early days as a prosecutor 
he was recognized as having a keen 
sense, almost a gift, for the art of 
the courtroom. Since then he has 
brought the weight of his experience 
to bare as he represents clients in a 
myriad of tough legal battles. Whether 
representing someone in a commercial 
dispute; or vindicating the rights of a 
negligence victim; or being the voice of 
a spouse in a bitter divorce or custody 
dispute, Fernandez is a relentless 
advocate. “Not every lawyer can litigate, 
much less try a case. If you are involved in a serious dispute, especially 
in court, why would you hire a lawyer without courtroom experience?,” 
says Fernandez. “This is where I come in. The courtroom is home; it is 
where I find my muse and let my voice bring justice to my clients,” he 
adds. Today, almost two decades later, from his boutique firm in the 
heart of Miami, Florida, Fernandez continues to deliver unparalleled 
results to a loyal clientele.

Ergio i. FErnandEz 
FLORIDA Doral

8321 NW 12th Street 
Doral, Florida 33126

www.fernandezlegalgroup.com

FErnandEz LEgaL group, p.a.
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ith more than 37 years of trial 

experience, Dennis M. Campbell is 

Board Certified in Business Litigation and 

Creditor’s Rights. In 2011, he founded the 

Campbell Law Firm with a dedicated group 

of professionals.

Mr. Campbell has substantial experience 

in representing financial institutions, 

insurance carriers, engineers, developers 

and manufacturers in state, federal and 

bankruptcy courts throughout Florida. 

He has been AV Preeminent Rated by 

Martindale-Hubbell for 27 years and has been consistently recognized by 

Best Lawyers in America, Super Lawyers, as among “Florida’s Legal Elite” by 

Florida Trend Magazine and as a “Top Lawyer in South Florida” by the South 

Florida Legal Guide. He has lectured nationally and throughout the state of 

Florida on a variety of topics concerning commercial litigation, construction 

and creditor’s rights.

Dennis M. CaMpbell

CaMpbell law FirM pllC
201 Alhambra Circle, Suite 602, Coral Gables, FL 33134

ph: 305.444.6040 | fax: 305.444.6041
dcampbell@campbelllawfirm.net  

www.campbelllawfirm.net

FLORIDA CORAL GABLES

W
Robert Elias maintains AV Preeminent 

Lawyer Rating from Martindale-Hubbell, 
the highest possible rating for both legal 
ability and professional excellence.  
Mr. Elias serves as managing principal of 
The Elias Law Firm, PLLC, a South Florida-
based boutique law firm specializing in Real 
Estate (both commercial and residential 
throughout Florida), Bank/ Lender 
Representation, Corporate Law, Estate 
Planning/Probate and Asset Protection. 
The firm endeavors to provide the highest 
quality legal services and adheres to the 
highest ethical and professional standards.

Mr. Elias is actively engaged in a variety of charitable and civic endeavors. 
He is past Chairman of the Board of the Make-A-Wish Foundation of Southern 
Florida, past President of the Miami Lakes Bar Association, former founding 
member of the Jr. Board of Directors of the Miami Project to Cure Paralysis 
and was honored by Ronald McDonald House Charities as one of their “12 
Good Men” for community involvement, civic service and commitment in and 
to South Florida. 

RobeRt elias, esq 

the elias law FiRm, PllC
15500 New Barn Road, Suite 104 Miami, FL 33014

Ph: 305.823.2300 x106 | Fx: 305.823.3429
www.eliaslaw.net

FLORIDA MIAMI

Real Estate, Corporate, Estate Planning/
Probate

MIAMI, FL. – November 2, 2016 – Mario 
A. Iglesias recently returned his law 

practice to Miami by establishing the sole 
proprietorship of MAI Law Firm. Iglesias brings 
over 30 years of legal experience representing 
national and international banks and companies, 
commercial developers and individuals in matters 
involving commercial transactions (domestic 
and international), banking, finance, real estate 
dispositions, development and title services.

He is a member of the Dade County Bar 
Association, The Florida Bar, the Cuban American 
Bar Association (CABA) and the American Bar 
Association. Iglesias has been published in the 
Florida Business Journal, the Daily Business 
Review and on GlobeSt.com – a commercial real 
estate trade web site. Iglesias has also lectured 
for the National Business Institute (NBI) on title 
insurance and real estate topics, as well as various 
industry groups on development and LEEDS certification issues. 

Iglesias was recognized in Who’s Who in American Law and named to the “Florida 
Legal Elite” list by Florida Trend Magazine, which represents approximately 2% of active 
Florida Bar members practicing in Florida. 

Iglesias received his juris doctorate from Suffolk University Law School, Boston, MA, 
cum laude, where he was also a member of the law review, and his bachelor’s degree 
from the University of Vermont, Burlington, VT.

Mario a. iglesias 

1001 Brickell Bay Drive, Suite 2650, Miami, Florida 33131-4919
ph: 305.390.2711 | fax: 305.390.2712 

Email miglesias@maifirm.com | www.MAIFirm.com

FLORIDA MIAMI

MARIO A. IGLESIAS FORMS MAI LAW FIRM IN MIAMI
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Blank Rome LLP
ongratulates

Richard E. Berman 
Partner

who was named a
“2016 Legal Leader in Florida”

for Litigation

Broward Financial Centre • 500 East Broward Boulevard • Suite 2100
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33394 • 954.512.1800

Boca Raton • Cincinnati • Fort Lauderdale • Houston • Los Angeles • New York • Philadelphia
Pittsburgh • Princeton • San Francisco • Shanghai • Tampa • Washington • Wilmington

www.blankrome.com
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He talks. 
But mostly  
he listens.
A good listener.  

A great strategist.  
An excellent litigator.

201 S. Biscayne Blvd. 27th Floor, Miami, FL 33131

P: 305.341.3145  |  F: 305.397.2541
sf@spencerfoxlaw.com • spencerfoxlaw.com

Family Law • Divorce • Relocation • Alimony 
Child Support • Paternity • Nuptial Agreements

AV rated by 
Martindale-Hubbell

Nicholas L. Ottaviano and the Law Offices of 
Lucas| Magazine, PLLP strive to provide a 

personal touch to the representation of their 
personal injury clients. With over 27 years of 
litigation and trial experience, Mr. Ottaviano 
knows the stress that injured clients face when 
dealing with a claim or lawsuit, let alone the pain, 
suffering and emotional stress caused by their 
injuries. 

He understands the importance of 
communicating with clients and resolving cases 
early when it is in the client’s best interests to 
do so. “Most clients are unfamiliar with the 
claims and lawsuit process and need to be fully 
informed of the procedures, potential outcomes 
and risks,” Ottaviano says. “Sometimes other life 
circumstances affect whether a client is prepared 
for trial aside from giving testimony. I want my 
clients fully informed throughout the process.”     

However, he and his law firm strongly advocate 
for their clients and do not hesitate to take cases to trial. As a member of The National 
Trial Lawyers “Top 100 Trial Lawyers”- Florida Civil Plaintiff and a “10 Best Client 
Satisfaction” award winner from the American Institute of Personal Injury Attorneys, Nick 
strives to fully prepare his clients for trial. 

Nicholas l. ottaviaNo

the law offices of lucas | MagaziNe

8606 Government Drive, New Port Richey, Florida 34654
ph: 727.849.5353 | fax: 727.845.7949 

nottaviano@lucasmagazine.com

FLORIDA NeW PORT RICHey

Ena T. Diaz is an experienced employment 
lawyer who offers bilingual, personal and 

professional legal services to businesses and 
individuals, particularly high-level executives. 
Ms. Diaz assists employers understand 
employment law issues and recommends 
solutions for the business. Ms. Diaz offers a 
practical and straightforward approach to 
resolving employment law disputes without 
extensive litigation, when possible. Her solid 
employer-side background is an asset when 
Ms. Diaz represents individual employees.  
This experience allows her to quickly assess 
the strengths and weaknesses of potential 
cases. She is a frequent speaker at programs 
and seminars on employment law matters. 

Ms. Diaz also serves as a mediator and 
arbitrator on employment law matters. She is a certified Circuit Civil Mediator by 
the Florida Supreme Court and a certified mediator by the U.S. District Court, 
S.D. of Fla. Ms. Diaz is AV Preeminent® rated by Martindale-Hubbell. She earned 
her law degree with honors from Southern Methodist University and received her 
undergraduate degree from Duke University.

Ena T. Diaz

FLORIDA CorAl GAbleS

999 Ponce De leon blvd., Suite 720 
Coral Gables, Fl 33134 

ph: 305.377.8828 | fax: 305.356.1311  
www.enadiazlaw.com

Ena T. Diaz, P.a.

A Balanced View of Federal and Florida Employment Laws

labor & employment
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N athan Eden graduated Magna Cum 
Laude from Stetson University 

College of Law in 1969 after completing his 
undergraduate degree at the University of 
Florida. After being admitted to the Florida 
Bar in 1969, he has served as Chief Assistant 
State’s Attorney for Monroe County, Florida 
as well as being the youngest elected 
County Solicitor (Prosecutor) for Monroe 
County, Florida. He served as an Assistant 
Public Defender as well as a U.S. Magistrate 
for the U.S. District Court, Southern District 
of Florida. In addition to handling cases all 
over Florida, he has handled cases in New 
Jersey, Illinois, Georgia, South Carolina, 
Alabama and Louisiana. 

His expertise includes personal injury law as well as criminal law. He is 
currently legal counsel for the Utility Board of the City of Key West, Florida 
as well as for the Monroe County (Florida) Tax Collector’s Office. His 
representations included the Clerk of Court for the Sixteenth Judicial Circuit, 
Monroe County, Florida for over 13 years. Mr. Eden has been recognized by 
the national trial lawyers as a top 100 trial lawyer in the nation since 2013. 

NathaN E. EdEN

302 Southard St., Suite 205, Key West, FL 33040
p: 305.294.5588

FLORIDA KEY WEST

Law OfficEs Of
NathaN E. EdEN, P.a.

Michael Diaz, Jr., Global Managing 
Partner, Diaz, Reus & Targ LLP, 

represents U.S.-based and global 
clients in national and transnational 
parallel proceedings and transactions 
in the following broad areas: sovereign, 
trade, commerce, finance, and fraud; 
civil litigation and arbitration; asset 
identification, location, tracing, and 
recovery; white collar crime, regulatory, 
and criminal investigations and defense 
in matters of corruption, bribery, money 
laundering, Foreign Corrupt Practices 
Act, OFAC, Specially Designated 
Nationals, and the Bank Secrecy Act; and politically sensitive 
investigations, including the recovery of U.S. immigration status and 
visas. Mr. Diaz is recognized for his abilities, professionalism, and 
high ethical standards by elite ranking bodies, including Chambers 
USA and Latin America, Martindale Hubbell, Best Lawyers USA and 
Panama, and Latinvex, among others. 

Michael a. laMpert

1655 Palm Beach Lakes Blvd., Suite 900 
West Palm Beach, FL 33401

Ph: 561.689.9407 | Fax: 561.909.2107
michael@lamperttaxlaw.com

FLORIDA PALM BeACH

Michael a. laMpert p.a.

Tax, TrusTs & esTaTes, esTaTe law planning

Beth M. Lazar has been in active practice 
for the past 22 years specializing in 

Wills, Trusts, Estate Planning, Probate, 
Guardianship and Trust Administration and 
various aspects of Elder Law Planning. She 
holds a Masters of Law (LLM) in Taxation 
and is admitted to practice law in Florida, 
Kentucky, Illinois and before the United 
States Tax Court.  Beth is very active in the 
South Florida community and serves as a 
member of University of Miami Planned 
Giving Advisory Board, the Miami Children’s 
Hospital Ambassador Legacy Board and 
the Professional Advisory Committee of 
the Greater Miami Jewish Federation. Her 
professional affiliations are with the South Dade Estate Planning Council, the 
Estate Planning Council of Greater Miami, the Florida Bar Tax Section, and the 
Dade County Bar Association, Probate and Guardianship Court Committee. 
Beth has been recognized for her professional accomplishments in the 
2012-2015 Martindale Hubbell Bar Register of Preeminent Women Lawyers, 
the 2010-2016 South Florida Top Legal Leaders and she was awarded the 
2008 and 2010 Pro Bono Award by Put Something Back for her continuing 
contribution of pro bono legal services to the South Florida community. 

FLORIDA MIAMI

1428 Brickell Avenue, Suite 400
Miami, FL 33131

305.371.7800 ext. 104

Beth M. Lazar, esq.

Weiner & CuMMings, P.a.

Follow us on Twitter
www.twitter.com/dbreview

Find us on facebook
www.facebook.com/dailybusinessreview/

Catch up with The Legal ’s reporters and editors,  
learn of latest breaking news and gain access to  

exclusive content!
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PERSONAL INJURY,  CRIMINAL LAW, CIVIL LAW

The Bennett Law Center
Scott B. Bennett is a native South Floridian, who is fluent 
in both English and Spanish, graduating top of his class in 
1991, receiving his Juris Doctorate from the University of  
Miami School of Law. He has interned with the State Attorney’s  
Office and studied International and Comparative Law in  
Oxford, England.

Mr. Bennett has more than 20 years of experience,  
winning multiple million-dollar settlements and successfully  
defending numerous federal criminal cases. He received an  
AV rating® from Martindale-Hubbell and is a Life Member 
of the Million Dollar Advocates Forum. Martindale-Hubbell  
ratings are determined by the confidential opinions of other 
attorneys. He is also admitted to practice in the Southern U.S. 
District Court of Florida and is a member of the U.S. Federal 
Trial Bar.

Knowledge and experience make a winning combination.

3377 SW 3rd Ave., Miami, FL 33145  •  305.648.2255  •   www.thebennettlawcenter.com

SCOTT B. BENNETT

LEGAL  LEADERS

The following section features attorneys who have demonstrated  leadership qualities and have achieved the 

AV Preeminent rating by Martindale-Hubbell®. 

Martindale-Hubbell®, the company that has long set the standard for lawyer ratings, has supplied ALM with a 

list of Top Rated Lawyers who have achieved an AV® Preeminent® Peer Review Rating, the highest rating in legal 

ability and ethical standards. To create this section, Martindale-Hubbell® tapped its comprehensive database 

of Martindale-Hubbell® Peer Review Ratings™ to identify lawyers who have been rated by their peers to be AV® 

Preeminent™. 

Martindale Hubbell Peer Review Ratings are driven by the confidential opinions of lawyers and members 

of the judiciary who receive invitations from Martindale-Hubbell®, via an online survey or by mail, to provide 

reviews of lawyers of whom they have professional knowledge.

A complete directory of all AV® Preeminent™ lawyers can be found online at Lawyers.com® and Martindale.

com, in the Martindale-Hubbell® Law Directory in print and CD-ROM formats, and online through the 

LexisNexis® services and at lexis.com. Attorneys shown do not constitute the full list of “Top Rated Lawyers” 
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Mr. Magazine graduated from 
Cleveland John Marshall College 

of law 1989. He received his license to 
practice in Florida in 1990 and continues 
to practice in the Middle and Southern 
Districts of Florida and the United States 
Supreme Court. 

In addition, Mr. Magazine is a Florida 
Bar Board Certified Civil Trial Lawyer and 
National Board of Trial Advocacy Civil 
Trial Lawyer. He is AV rated by Martindale 
Hubbell and has been recognized by 
National Trial Lawyer as Top 100 along 
with being selected as a member of the 
Distinguished Counsel. He was one of the 
winners of the 2014 and 2015 Litigator of the year award. As well as been 
named a Florida Super Lawyer from 2010-2016.

Mr. Magazine is frequently contacted by peers to help litigate their 
cases. He has been involved in representing many cities against BP and 
was co-lead counsel in a National Product defect case against a fire 
helmet manufacturer. 

James L. magazine

The Law Offices Of
Lucas | magazine, PLLc

8606 Government Drive, New Port Richey, FL 34654
ph: 727.849.5353 | fax: 727.845.7949

jim@lucasmagazine.com | www.lucasmagazine.com

FLORIDA NEW PORT RICHEY
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Michael Diaz, Jr., Global Managing 
Partner, Diaz, Reus & Targ LLP, 

represents U.S.-based and global 
clients in national and transnational 
parallel proceedings and transactions 
in the following broad areas: sovereign, 
trade, commerce, finance, and fraud; 
civil litigation and arbitration; asset 
identification, location, tracing, and 
recovery; white collar crime, regulatory, 
and criminal investigations and defense 
in matters of corruption, bribery, money 
laundering, Foreign Corrupt Practices Act, 
OFAC, Specially Designated Nationals, 
and the Bank Secrecy Act; and politically 
sensitive investigations, including the recovery of U.S. immigration status 
and visas. Mr. Diaz is recognized for his abilities, professionalism, and high 
ethical standards by elite ranking bodies, including Chambers USA and 
Latin America, Martindale Hubbell, Best Lawyers USA and Panama, and 
Latinvex, among others. 

Michael Diaz, Jr.
FLORIDA MiAMi

BANKING & FINANCE, BUSINESS & 
COMMERCIAL, COMMERCIAL LITIGATION

Diaz, reus & Targ, llP
Miami Tower at international Place 

100 Se 2nd Street, Suite 3400, Miami, FL 33131
ph: 305.375.9220 | fax: 305.375.8050

mdiaz@diazreus.com | www.diazreus.com

Results matter at The Alderman Law 
Firm. Jason R. Alderman is a magna 

cum laude graduate of the University 
of Miami School of Law (Class of 1999). 
He founded The Alderman Law Firm 
after having practiced in the Miami 
Office of Carlton Fields. Mr. Alderman 
specializes in trying complex business 
disputes in state and federal courts 
with a particular emphasis in banking 
litigation, real estate litigation, 
corporate divorces, creditors rights, 
fiduciary litigation, and international 
business litigation matters. The firm’s 
clientele include Fortune 10, 100 and 500 companies, national 
companies, multinational companies, national and state chartered 
banks, real estate developers, medical companies, other lawyers and 
law firms, and high net worth individuals. You can learn more about 
the firm by visiting its website at www.thealdermanlawfirm.com

Jason R. aldeRman

The aldeRman law FiRm

FLORIDA MiAMi SHOReS

Complex CommerCial litigation,  
Banking litigation, and real estate litigation

Shoreview Center 
9999 Ne 2nd Ave, Suite 211 

Miami Shores, FL 33138 
ph: 305.200.5473 | fax: 305.200.5474 

www.thealdermanlawfirm.com

Paul A. Kelley is the founder of the Kelley Law Group, 
P.A. He received his B.A. from the University of Central 

Florida and his J.D. from South Texas College of Law in 
Houston, Texas. Mr. Kelley has worked on both sides of 
workers’ compensation litigation, having represented 
employers and insurance companies in the past and 
exclusively representing the injured since 1995. Mr. Kelley 
began representing first responders throughout the entire 
State of Florida to honor the commitment of his father and 
brother who both served in law enforcement for many years.

Mr. Kelley has vast experience litigating first responder 
claims and is recognized as one of the preeminent experts 
on the presumptive legislation known as Florida’s Heart/
Lung Bill. He has tried more complex Heart/Lung claims 
than most attorneys throughout the State of Florida and has 
been focused on handling workers’ compensation, pension 
matters, personal injury and Social Security Disability claims 
for firefighters, police officers, and correctional officers 
for many years. This firsthand knowledge, combined with a strong family connection to law 
enforcement, makes him a dedicated advocate.

Mr. Kelley has been a frequent speaker at first responder groups, legal seminars, Criminal 
Justice Institutes, as well as at gatherings of Chiefs and Sheriffs around the state. Mr. Kelley 
has co-written and presented seminars on “Advanced Workers’ Compensation in Florida” and 
“Ethics in the Workplace,” and has been a “Case Law Update” panel member and “Focus 
on Ethics” panel moderator for the Florida Workers’ Compensation Institute and also for the 
Florida Workers’ Advocates. He has also written on presumptive legislation, ethics and workers’ 
compensation. He has been awarded the rating of “AV Preeminent”, the highest possible rating 
given by Martindale-Hubbell. Mr. Kelley has also been consistently recognized as one of Orlando’s 
Top Lawyers in the Orlando Magazine; one of the Top Lawyers in Florida as listed in The Legal 
Network; and has also been recognized by Best Lawyers in America. Mr. Kelley serves on the on 
the Board of Directors of the Florida Workers Advocates as well as on the Board of Directors for 
various nonprofit organizations.

When he is not practicing law, Mr. Kelley enjoys playing guitar, sports with his four boys, and 
spending time with his wife and family.

Paul a. Kelley

FLORIDA OAKLAND

Kelley law GrouP
301 S. Tubb Street, Suite J2

Oakland, Florida 34760
Ph: 321.285.2550 | Fax: 321.285.2299
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